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animals should be able to gallop, there being an extra-
ordinary number of the best running strains close up,
No. 1 occurring sour times, while 2, 3, 4 and 5 (three
times), are also present. Sire figures, however, are sew
Indeed and pretty far back.

The 135th annual dinner of the Gimcrack Club, took
place ht at York, and Mr. James Lowther, M. P.,
was the principal speaker. I had intended giving you
the gist of his and other important speeches, but the
great gale and snowfall ot yesterday has played havoc
with the telegraph and telephone wires which keep us
in touch with the North and only fragments of the
Bpeeches have as yet come in (2:00 a. m. Saturday.) One
of the 80 guests was John Porter, who proposed the
health of Major Joicey, owner of this season's Gimcrack
Stakes winner, Sterling Balm. The veteran Kingaclere
trainer has always been strongly against the early racing
of hence it was no surprise when
he made the suggestion that all
races run tor in suture between the commence-
ment of the racing season in March and the
1st of June, should be selling races. This he contended,
would be all in savor of the breed of horses, as under
such a rule there would be no temptation to run a good
class youngster unduly early. Porter has always practiced
what he advocates, his good ds almost in-

variably making their debut at Ascot in June, or else at
Goodwood at the end of July, and there is sound sense
in his idea. It is true that we have had a Derby winner
in Donovan, who came out in the March of his

season and won the Brocklesby Stakes at Lincoln
Spring, but all horses are not Donovans. Galtee More,
for instance, a big, massive colt, would have been abso-
lutely ruined is he had been brought out so early,whereas
he was kept in retirement until the autumn and did not
make his first appearance until he ran in and won the
Middle Park Plate, making a hack of Velasquez. Prior
to this the latter had carried all before him and it was
indeed a bitter blow when it was seen that he was un-

able to live with "Galtee." Many people put down
Velasquez's defeat to the heavy going, but that he was
beaten on his merits was proved in the "classics" of the
following year, Galtee More again and again asserting
his superiority over Lord Rosebery's crack. Galtee More
was, of course, not trained by Porter, but by Darling
another believer m letting juveniles have as much time
as possible but is instances need be cited from John
Porter's own record, that of Common is ready to hand,
who never ran at all until he came out in the Spring as a
three year-ol- d and romped home an easy winner of the
Two Thousand Guineas of 1891, and, like "Galtee," car-lie- d

off the Derby and Leger as well later in the year.
Another of Porter's Derby winners, the incomparable
Ormonde, first made his appearance on a race-cours- at
the Second October meeting at Newmarket and having
won a little race there juBt to "open his eyes" he came
out in real earnest in the Houghton week at the end of
the month and carried off the "Criterion" and the Dew-hur- st

Plate in quick succession. Returning to John
Porter's remarks, he pointed out that it was clearly
proved by statistics that they had a greater proportion of
old horses running in France than we on this side of the
Channel, and this although the majority of French races
were run over a greater distance than ours. This he
Tightly attributed to the fact that in France d

races are not allowed before the 1st ot August. Further,
Porter thought that horses should not go to the
stud so early as the end ot their three-year-ol- d season,
and here again he struck a note which is in harmony
with the ideas ot most of those who have the best in-

terests of the turf at heart. As to the starting gate,
which has worked admirably since its institution, Porter
was full of praise, saying that it was the best way of start-
ing large fields that he had yet seen.

So far as I can learn, little or no reference was made
to American jockeys, pave that one gentleman, who is
not an owner of thoroughbreds, is said to have stated
that what he wanted to see was English jockeys on the
backs of English horses. This,no doubt, was a thoroughly
patriotic sentiment, and the speaker warming to his
work, went on to say that while the American invaders
had taught our jockeys that the art of race riding did
not consist merely in riding a brilliant finish, he dis-

approved of the American jockeys' "methods." This,
of course, was a wrapped up repetition of all the non-
sense which has been uttered during the past season
concerning the alleged pulling of De Lacy. I do not
wish to n old sores, so let me pull up here with
the remark that De Lacy was beaten on his merits is
ever a horse was. I don't hold a brief for the American
jockeys, either as a body or individually, but this patting
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on the back of English jockeys as paragons of honesty,
and general running down of their American rivals, is a
bit steep. One would imagine that no English jockey
had ever pulled a horse or fouled an opponent by de-

sign, or been warned off for so doing. Mr. Lowther's
speech was mainly devoted to considerations of the
Jockey Club's domestic policy. In connection with the
retirement of Mr. Edward Weatherby, he made it pretty
plain that the Club would before long take much of the
management of turf affairs out of the bands of Messrs.
Weatherby and in great measure run the whole Bhow
themselves. Mr. Edward Weatherby haB always stuck
up for Americans as a body and it was mainly owing to
his good offices that one or two ot the American trainer-owner- s

received permission to establish themselves at
crowded Newmarket. The English trainers at head-
quarters are very numerous and, therefore are not keen
on "invaders" as a rule, unless they come prepared to
spend money. This, of course, is only natural, and as
the main idea of some of the invaders is to make their
horses pay expenses and show a profit, there has, equally
naturally, been some jealousy, and now that Mr.
Weatherby has retired, it would not surprise me is sewer
licenses were given to strangers to train at Newmarket
next season. I see that "Hidalgo" states in a recent
issue of The Thoroughbred Becord that it is an open
secret that Mr. Corrigan and Mr. Wishard have been in-

formed that they need not apply for a renewal of their
licenses to train at headquarters. Is tbis iB the case, it
is quite possible tbat the congested state of affairs there
Is at the bottom of the matter, for the little town in
Cambridgeshire is notoriously overstocked with horses
and trainers both. No license from the Jockey Club is
required to train horses elsewhere, and is I wanted to
start a training stable, Newmarket is the last place I
should think of, for a horse can't cough at one end of
the town but it is known to every soul in the Dlace
within a sew hours. Lord Carnarvon has sound this
out, and not wishing everyone to know as much about
his animals as he does himself, he has had them removed
to Whatcombe, in Berkshire, where the gallops are
better and the touts sew and discreet. Why should not
Messrs. Corrigan and Wishard do likewise? I trust that
they will, for both have shown themselves to be excellent
trainers and marvellously good judges of a race-hors-

I am told that it is true, aster all, that Johnny Reiff is
going to ride next season in France; at all events I am
am assured that when the report to that effect was con-
tradicted, the agreement to ride for Prince d'Arenberg
and others, was actually already Bigned. My informant
is a man who should know. By a slip of the pen, in a
recent letter, I alluded to the winner of the Criterion
Stakes at Newmarket, as the silly by Henry of Navarre-Abeya- nce.

This should of course have been by Ayrshire
Abeyance.
There is little or nothing ot any importance to write

about in connection with steeplechasing. The open ditch
at the Manchester meeting has brought about the death
of two more horses, Mathiole and Red Keel, the one a
tried old fencer and the other a promising
Provided that the King's horse, Ambush II. steers clear
of mishaps at the "ditch"until the end of next March.
he will about win the "Grand National" for the second
time. I have nothing to add to what I wrote last week
concerning the Epsom Derby, save that the Duke of
Westminster is going on well at his new quarters at
Kingsclere. Stay though, I must put on record that Sam
Darling will no longer train for the Messrs. J. R. & Fox- -
hall Keene next season, finding himself unequal to the
Btrain of superintending so many horses. So the Keene
horses are going to be trained by Felix Leach (one of
the late Mathew Dawson's best pupils) at Newmarket,
where Leach has hitherto had charge of a selct string
of horses belonging to another wealthy owner, Mr. H.
J. King, for whom he won the double of Northampton-
shire Stakes and Great Metropolitan last April with
Evasit. Hagioscope.

$100 Reward, $100.
The readers of this paper will be pleased to learn that

there is at least one dreaded disease that science has
been able to cure in all its stages, and that is Catarrh.
Hall's Catarrh Cure is the only positive cure now known
to the medical fraternity. Catarrh being a constitutional
disease, requires a constitutional treatment. Hall's
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting directly upon
the blood and mucous surfaces of the system, thereby
destroying the foundation of the disease, and giving thepatient strength bv hnildinc nn tho nnnnHfnfirm ar,A
assisting nature in doing its work. The proprietors have
so much faith in its curative powers, that they offer One
Hundred Dollars for any case that it sails to cure. Send
for list of Testimonials.

Address, F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo O.
Sold by Druggists, 75c.
Hall's Family Pilla are the beat.

METROPOLITAN GOSSIP.

Gravesend, L. I., Dec. 24, 1901.
Editor Thoroughbred Record:

Those who have an intimate acquaintance with Eaton-tow- n
will hardly accuse it of being a Metropolis. As ai

matter of fact Eatontown is today further removed from
being a rising town even than it was in 1893
the year ot the hayseed's triumph, the year in which
the inhabitere of Jersey thought that racing was too
good to live, so buried it nonetheless though Eaton-to- wn

is not a metropolis, some of itB doings m the racing
line are strictly and so torm sitting subjects
for Metropolitan Gossip. The Haggin string, consisting
of 140 horses, is quartered there, on the new track, near
to the Eatontown end of it. Clarence H. Mackay'e-strin-

too is housed there for the winter, and the horn
stables of Eatontown have, as usua1, their complement
of horses. The task of looking aster a number such as
Mr. Haggin has in training it is needless to say would be
too much for one man to accomplish, and Littlefield is

assisted in his work by his father, Charles Littlefield.
and also by his brother, Barry. It is a large establish
ment, consisting of eight stables, and adjoining theBe are
ten paddocks of about an acre in extent, also a twenty
acre paddock m which some twenty of the yearlings are
permitted to run out in a bunch. Littlefield is a believer
in the geldmg allowance, and for that reason has had
twenty-eigh- t of his colts added to the list, which makes
them so much the more easy to handle. With bo many
horses to be cared for a large number of help is neces-
sary. There are no less than five cooks to attend to the
needs ot these latter, and a butcher's shop, a grocery
store and all such accessories form part and parcel of the
colony. The oats are furnished by car loads from
Chicago, but the hay and straw are purchased from the
farmers of Monmouth county, who find Littlefield their
best customer, without shipping their produce to a more
distant market.

Watercolor is, of course, the king-pi- n of the stable,
and trots around in the lead of the first string, seemingly-consciou- s

of his superiority. The stable help call him
by their favorite nickname of "The Jersey Express,"
and their belies in the handsome black is unbounded.
He is looking in excellent shape, big and lusty, not-
withstanding the fact that he campaigned throughout
the season, and took part in races both the first and last
daya of the Morris Park meetings. There are not bo
many of the older horses lest in the string, but of these
the horses well-kno- to racegoers Bon Mot, Busy
Lady! Ranald, Champagne, Sparklet and Stranger all
look as is ready to commence proceedings again with a
sew good works into them to get rid of the extra flesh
they have put on. There are sixty-thre- e at present
taking regular exercise, and the number will be in-

creased on the first of next month, when more of those
which are at present enjoying their romps in the pad-
docks will have to join the regular exercise division.

The yearlings taken throughout are a big growthy lot,
and may be pronounced very promising. Needless for
me to say that they will not all prove racehorses; but

good percentage may be prophesied of favorably.
When colts are roughing it in the paddocks, as these
are, with hair on them an inch and a half long, it is a
different matter pronouncing judgment, to what it will
be when they come to the post. One for instance will
round out and furnish in his training, while another
equally good looking in present condition may shrink
away, when he has to face the hard work of his life, ami
deteriorate in appearance. It is early in the game e

selections, but at that there is little danger of
bringing one's judgment into disrepute, since any
encomiums now passed upon them will have been con-
signed to oblivion, long before the time when the first
bugle call is sounded. Some sew which especially caught
my fancy shall be named, and it is to be hoped that they
may fulfil expectations. There is a big. good looking
colt, by name Teddy Mack, which has a lot of size and
substance, and is a half brother to High Order, by Can-
dlemas Tongese. A chestnut silly by St. Gatien Fleu-rett- e,

the sister to Firenzi, is full of quality and has every
appearance ot making a race mare. She too is already
named Amaryllis, and we may expect to see her sighting
it out for some of the many big stakes in which she is
engaged. A still nicer silly even is a chestnut, by name
Rosewater. She iB sired by Watercress, dam Rosette,
and has every right, judging from appearance, to be a
silly of the highest class. Littlefield has not done much
with her, for the reason that he has not had her font?.
She came with the batch of Haggin horses recently
turned over to him by Wimmer, and Wimmer no doubt
could give a good account of what she has shown him at


