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Republicans stall 
Hagel’s confirmation
Washington: Senate Republicans on Thursday 

stalled the confirmation of former GOP senator 
Chuck Hagel as the nation’s next defense secretary 
over unrelated questions about President Barack 
Obama’s actions in the aftermath of the deadly raid 
on the U.S. diplomatic mission in Libya. Democrats 
called the vote “tragic” and vowed to revive the 
nomination after Congress’ weeklong break.

By 58-40, with one abstention, the Senate fell 
short of the 60-vote threshold required to advance 
Hagel’s nomination to a final, up-or-down vote on his 
confirmation. Four Republicans voted with Demo-
crats to end the debate and proceed to a final vote.

Obama reacted immediately, accusing Republi-
cans of playing politics with the nation at war.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., set a 
new vote for Feb. 26.

NRA official fires back  
at Obama’s gun proposals
Nashville: National Rifle Association leader 

Wayne LaPierre renewed his call Thursday for 
armed guards in schools and urged gun owners to 
“stand and fight” for the Second Amendment. In 
a speech billed as the NRA response to President 
Barack Obama’s State of the Union call for new 
gun regulations, LaPierre noted in remarks to the 
National Wild Turkey Federation in Nashville that 
the speech didn’t mention school security. He 
dismissed Obama’s calls for background checks 
for all firearms purchases and bans on assault 
weapons and ammunition magazines that hold 
more than 10 rounds.“We will not be duped by 
the hypocrisy in the White House or the Congress 
who would deny our right to semi-automatic 
technology, and the magazines we need to defend 
ourselves and our families,” he said.

Illinois Senate votes to 
legalize same-sex marriage
Chicago: With a Valentine’s Day vote, the Illinois 

Senate approved a bill Thursday that would legalize 
same-sex marriage, inching the home state of 
President Barack Obama closer to becoming the 
10th in the nation, plus the District of Columbia, to 
allow gay couples the right to wed. The legislation 
passed 34-21, a margin many considered almost 
impossible, even in the Democratic-controlled 
legislature, just a few years ago. The result was 
seen not just as a hard-fought victory for gay-rights 
advocates in Illinois but also as part of a broader, 
rapid shift in public opinion on same-sex marriage. 
It was unclear Thursday when the Illinois House, 
where support is believed to be thinner, would take 
up the legislation. Gov. Pat Quinn, a Democrat, is 
expected to sign the bill if it reaches his desk.

WORLD

Syrian rebels claim major 
advance in key province

Beirut, Lebanon: The Syrian insurgency claimed 
Thursday to have near-total control of a strategi-
cally important province in the country’s northeast, 
home to some of the few remaining domestic oil 
production facilities that supply fuel for President 
Bashar Assad’s military forces, after ferocious 
clashes that lasted for three days. The rebel 
assertions about the province, Hasaka, would, if 
confirmed, be at least the third significant gain by 
the insurgency this week, following the seizure of 
Syria’s largest hydropower dam and the takeover of 
a northern military air base with much of its fleet 
still intact.  In addition, rebels claimed to have shot 
down three Syrian warplanes Thursday, corroborat-
ing their assertions with videos posted online.

STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

TIMBUKTU, Mali — In their 
hurry to flee last month, al-Qai-
da fighters left behind a crucial 
document: Tucked under a pile 
of papers and trash is a confiden-
tial letter, spelling out the terror 
network’s strategy for conquer-
ing northern Mali and reflecting 
internal discord over how to rule 
the region.

The document is an unprec-
edented window into the terrorist 
operation, indicating that al-Qaida 
predicted the military interven-

tion that would dislodge it in 
January and recognized its own 
vulnerability.

The letter also shows a sharp 
division within al-Qaida’s Africa 
chapter over how quickly and how 
strictly to apply Islamic law, with 
its senior commander express-
ing dismay over the whipping of 
women and the destruction of 
Timbuktu’s ancient monuments. 
It moreover leaves no doubt that 
despite a temporary withdrawal 
into the desert, al-Qaida plans 
to operate in the region over the 
long haul and is willing to make 

short-term concessions on ideol-
ogy to gain the allies it acknowl-
edges it needs.

The more than nine-page docu-
ment, found by The Associated 
Press in a building occupied by 
the Islamic extremists for almost 
a year, is signed by Abu Musab 
Abdul Wadud, the nom de guerre 
of Abdelmalek Droukdel, the se-
nior commander appointed by 
Osama bin Laden to run al-Qai-
da’s branch in Africa. The clear-
headed, point-by-point assessment 
resembles a memo from a CEO to 
his top managers and lays out for 
his jihadists in Mali what they 
have done wrong in months past, 

and what they need to do to cor-
rect their behavior in the future.

Droukdel, the emir of al-Qaida 
in the Islamic Maghreb, perhaps 
surprisingly argues that his fight-
ers moved too fast and too bru-
tally in applying the Islamic law 
known as Shariah to northern 
Mali. Comparing the relationship 
of al-Qaida to Mali as that of an 
adult to an infant, he urges them 
to be more gentle, like a parent:

“The current baby is in its first 
days, crawling on its knees, and 
has not yet stood on its two legs,” 
he writes. “If we really want it 

Mali al-Qaida leader left behind strategy outline

By Rukmini Callimachi
Associated Press
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LETTER FOUND IN TIMBUKTU ALSO REFLECTS DISCHORD

WASHINGTON — New filings for unem-
ployment claims fell last week, and the total 
number of workers receiving jobless benefits 
dropped to a 4½-year low — further signs of 
the gradual recovery in the labor market. 

The Labor Department said Thursday 
that first-time claims for jobless benefits fell 
to 341,000 in the week ended Feb. 9, from a 
revised 368,000 the prior week. The decline 
of 27,000 filings was much bigger than what 
many economists had forecast, but the data 
have bounced up and down this year. Analysts 
said the winter storm in the Northeast last 
week did not appear to have affected the num-
bers, as people generally file for unemploy-
ment benefits by phone or over the Internet. 

In the past four weeks, new jobless filings 
averaged 352,500, which is down from the 
four-week moving average of 371,250 in the 
comparable period a year earlier. New filings 
reflect layoff trends, and the slow and steady 
decline indicates that employers are generally 
operating with lean staffs — and thus poised 
for more hiring if broader economic condi-
tions improve. 

Earlier in the week, the Labor Department’s 
monthly Job Openings and Labor Turnover 
Survey for December showed that the number 
of workers laid off fell to the lowest level since 
the survey began in 2001, said Moody’s Ana-
lytics. Yet the number of job openings dipped 
slightly from November, suggesting little dy-
namism in the market as employers hold on to 
workers but are not expanding their staffing 
much. 

Jobless 
claims hit 
41⁄2-year 

low
DROP BIGGER THAN EXPECTED

By Don Lee
Chicago Tribune

Law enforcement authorities investigated the burned-out cabin where murder suspect Christopher 
Dorner died during Tuesday’s standoff with police in the Angeles Oaks area of Big Bear, Calif.

JOHN VALENZUELA | ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — The 
scorched body found inside 
the burned-out cabin near 
Big Bear Lake where law 
enforcement officers were 
caught in a deadly shootout 
this week has been positively 
identified as that of Christo-
pher J. Dorner, the authori-
ties announced Thursday.

Dorner, 33, a former Los 
Angeles police officer who 
the authorities believe killed 
four people this month, had 
been the subject of a region-
wide manhunt since last 
week. His body was identi-
fied through a dental exami-
nation, according to the San 

Bernardino Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment. No cause of death was 
given.

The sheriff had expressed 
confidence that Dorner had 
been killed, after a bloody 
confrontation Tuesday that 
left one San Bernardino sher-
iff’s deputy dead and another 
seriously wounded.

“We believe the investiga-
tion is over,” John McMahon, 
the San Bernardino County 
sheriff, said at a news confer-
ence Wednesday, before the 
body had been identified.

Dorner had pledged re-
venge against law enforce-
ment officers, and his killing 
rampage began Feb. 3, when 
he killed the daughter of a 

former Los Angeles police 
captain and her fiance. He 
then killed a Riverside police 
officer Feb. 7 and wounded 
another officer.

The manhunt for him in-
tensified that day, when his 
car was discovered burned in 
Big Bear Lake, a mountain 
resort area about 100 miles 
east of Los Angeles.

But Dorner did not re-
emerge until Tuesday, hav-
ing apparently hidden in an 
unoccupied cabin for several 
days. He stole a vehicle, the 
authorities said, and eventu-
ally crashed it, carjacked an-
other one and then fled into 
the woods, where he was 
surrounded in the cabin.

Body in burned-out cabin 
identified as murder suspect

By Ian Lovett
The New York Times
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7:15 p.m. Wednesdays eb. 27-Mar. 27
Kentucky Theatre, 214 E. Main St. 6

Feb. 27: The Goonies

March 6: Coal Miner’s Daughter

March 13: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off

March 20: Risky Business

March 27: The Breakfast Club

SO VINTAGE TV

Parking available in Transit Center garage. Enter from
E. High St., across from post office or Calvary Baptist Church
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