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there is a rich history of ac-
complished black writers in 
Kentucky who have made his 
work possible. Although he is 
the first black poet laureate 
in Kentucky, he said, “I don’t 
want to be the last.”

Lori Meadows, arts coun-
cil executive director, said, 
“In time, Kentuckians will be 
able to look back on the work 
of Frank X Walker and see 
how it opened doors for the 
people of the commonwealth 
to actively participate in the 
arts.”

Neil Chethik, director of 
Lexington’s Carnegie Cen-
ter for Literacy and Learn-
ing, said Walker is a good 
choice. 

“It’s a great day for Ken-
tucky,” he said. “Frank is one 
of the finest writers in the re-
gion, and he’s a superb teacher 
as well. He makes writing fun 
and he makes literature acces-
sible to everyone. He takes 
the intimidation out of it.”

Walker has degrees from 
the University of Kentucky 
and Spalding University, as 
well as honorary doctorates 
from UK and Transylvania 
University.

Walker’s sixth full col-
lection of poetry, Turn Me 
Loose: The Unghosting of 
Medgar Evers, is due in the 
spring from the University of 
Georgia Press. 

He will be formally named 
poet laureate at a ceremony 
in April. The position is ap-
pointed by the governor. 

Mary Meehan: (859) 231-3261. 
Twitter: @bgmoms. Blog: Blue-
grassMoms.com. 
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POET KENTUCKY POETS 
LAUREATE

The position of Kentucky 
poet laureate was established 
in 1926 by an act of the General 
Assembly. Before 1990, poets 
laureate were appointed to 
lifetime terms by the legislature; 
at times, several people held 
the position simultaneously.

In 1990, new legislation 
was enacted to provide for the 
governor’s appointment of a 
state poet laureate for a two-
year term.

Here are the state’s poets 
laureate and the years they 
were appointed or served. For 
more about the position, go to 
Artscouncil.ky.gov/Poet/Poet.
htm.

1926: J.T. “Cotton” Noe
1928: Edward G. Hill
1942: Louise Phillips
1954: Edwin Carlisle Litsey 

and Jesse Hilton Stuart
1956: Lowell Allen Williams
1974: Lillie D. Chaffin (as-

sociate poet laureate)
1976: Sen. Tom Mobley
1978: Agnes O’Rear
1984: Soc Clay, Lee Pen-

nington and Paul Salyers
1986: Dale Faughn, Jim 

Wayne Miller and Henry E. 
Pilkenton

1990: James H. Patton Jr.
1995-96: James Still
1997-98: Joy Bale Boone
1999-2000: Richard Taylor
2001-02: James Baker Hall
2003-04: Joe Survant
2005-06: Sena Jeter 

Naslund
2007-08: Jane Gentry
2009-10: Gurney Norman
2011-12: Maureen Morehead
2013-14: Frank X Walker

SOURCE: KENTUCKY ARTS 
COUNCIL

phalt Partners was awarded 
that contract at a total cost of 
more than $20.7 million.

The six-lane section of 60 
from Rice Road (Ky. 1969) to 
New Circle will be reduced 
to four lanes — two lanes in 
each direction. (When traf-
fic volume is low on nights 
and weekends, this might be 
reduced to one lane in each 
direction.)

The four-lane section of 60 
from Rice Road to the park-
way will be reduced to two 
lanes — one lane in each di-
rection.

Between 38,000 and 

42,000 vehicles travel U.S. 60 
each day, according to aver-
age daily traffic counts.

All the work on the section 
from the parkway to New Cir-
cle is supposed to be finished 
by Dec. 1.

“This is not just a simple 
fix,” McGaha said. “This is 
a full-blown, complete rehab, 
top to bottom. It’s going to 
be a brand new road when 
we’re done. It’s not going to 
be any wider but it is going to 
be completely new pavement 
from the very bottom to the 
very top.”

In addition, a traffic light 
will be put at the entrance to 
Westmoreland subdivision, 
which residents have sought 
for years so they could make 

a left turn exit onto U.S. 60 
more safely, McGaha said.

The other U.S. 60 project 
will resurface 7 miles from 
U.S. 62 in Woodford County 
to the Franklin County line. 
A joint venture of H.G. Mays 
Corp and Mago Construction 
LLC had the low bid of $13.19 
million for that project.

That work will begin in 
March and is supposed to be 
finished by Oct. 31.

Commuters might want 
to consider Interstate 64 or 
U.S. 421 (Leestown Road) as 
alternate routes. Double fines 
will be in place for violations 
that occur within the work 
zones.

McGaha asks patience 
from motorists. He said the 

work will be done in an ac-
celerated schedule to get ev-
erything finished during one 
construction season.

“This road needs to be 
fixed. It’s going to be a signifi-
cant traffic impact, especially 
during the Keeneland meets,” 
he said. “But it’s got to be 
done. It’s got to be fixed.”

Greg Kocher:(859) 231-3305. 
Twitter: @HLpublicsafety
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U.S. 60

Public input sought 
on 20-year roads plan

The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet wants to hear 
from you.

State officials ask that 
you complete a short and 
confidential online survey at 
yourturn.transportation.ky.gov. 
The deadline to complete the 
survey is Feb. 25.

The survey will help the 
Cabinet determine the state’s 
most important transportation 
issues; how the transportation 
system could be improved over 
the next 20 years; how future 
transportation improvements 
could be funded; and what 
should be considered when 
selecting future transportation 
projects.

Paper surveys are available 
at highway district offices, area 
development district offices, 
and the Transportation Cabinet 
Office Building at 200 Mero 
Street in Frankfort. The Lexing-
ton Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization office at 101 East 
Vine Street in Lexington also 
has paper surveys. Call (502) 
564-3419 week days between 8 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to request 
a survey.

U.S. 60 between Martha Layne Collins Blue Grass Parkway and New Circle Road will be resur-
faced this year, as will the part of the road between Versailles and the Franklin County line.

GREG KOCHER | gkocher1@herald-leader.com

LOUISVILLE — A Boy 
Scout leader in Kentucky who 
says he was forced to resign 
because he is gay has launched 
an online petition drive aimed 
at hitting the Scouts where 
it could hurt most — in the 
pocketbook — in hopes of 
ending the organization’s anti-
gay policy.

Greg Bourke’s petition 
urges the United Way to de-
nounce the Boy Scouts of 
America’s ban on gays as 
Scouts or adult leaders. The 
petition campaign started 
Monday on the website 
change.org and had garnered 
more than 54,000 signatures 
by Thursday morning.

It targets United Way be-
cause the organization is a 
major financial contributor to 
Boy Scouts. In his petition, 
Bourke said if the Boy Scouts 
refuse to end the gay ban, the 
United Way should “make 
sure that none of its chapters 
continue to fund anti-gay dis-
crimination.”

United Way Worldwide ex-
ecutive Peter Hahn said in an 
email that the organization is 
“committed to diversity and 
inclusion, and we encourage 
our members to adopt inclu-
sive policies that create op-
portunities for everyone.”

URGES UNITED WAY TO  
DENOUNCE GAY POLICY

By Bruce Schreiner
Associated Press

Ousted 
Scout 

leader starts 
petition

That’s whywe’re here.

Do you experience burning, tingling, itching
or numbness in the palm of your hand and
fingers during the night or when you start
your morning? If so, you may have carpal
tunnel syndrome, a progressive condition
caused by compression of a key nerve in the
wrist. Call for more information on carpal
tunnel syndrome diagnosis and treatment.

Are your hands numb?

Call and request free publications from
Kentucky’s Health Information Resource.

1-800-333-8874

Making toomany pit stops?
If you find yourself repeatedly rushing to the
bathroom, we may be able to help. Botox® was
recently approved by the FDA for overactive
bladder. Call today to learn how Botox can
improve your life.

ukhealthcare.uky.edu

VANILLA’S POLAR OPPOSITE.
INFINITI ON RICHMOND RD.!

$
mo.

MORE.

1) G37x based on 10,000 miles per year, security deposit waived, excludes tax & license; all manufacturer rebates (if any) assigned to dealer, subject to credit approval; G37x has $2,999 total due at signing which
includes first month payment but excludes tax & license. 2) FX AWD is based on 10,000 miles per year, excludes taxes, and license, security deposit waived; $3,999 total due at signing includes 1st mo. payment
but excludes tax, title and license; all manufacturer rebates (if any) assigned to dealer, subject to credit approval. 3) JX AWD is 10,000 miles per year, excludes taxes and license, security deposit waived; $2,999

total due at signing includes first mo. payment but excludes tax, title & license; all manufacturer rebates (if any) assigned to dealer, subject to credit approval. Offers expire February 28, 2013.
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