
‘DIE HARD’ 
SHOULD DIE
Fifth installment of franchise 

pretty much stinks

PLUS: Shinedown + art and math + 
fantastic Mexican food + ‘Amour’ + 

weekend reading + operatic soprano + 
hundreds more things to do. 

High honor for Lexington 
poet Frank X Walker

PAGE A3: He will be Kentucky’s first black poet 
laureate as well as the youngest at age 51.
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BATTLING 
THROUGH 

THE BLUES
KENTUCKY’S 2007-08 

SQUAD FACED A SIMILAR 
CHALLENGE WHEN 

PATRICK PATTERSON 
SUFFERED AN INJURY
MARK STORY, PAGE B1
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The Lexington Thoroughbred race-
track and sales company is teaming 
with Nevada-based Full House Resorts 
to buy the Thunder Ridge harness track 
in Prestonsburg for an undisclosed price 
and reinvent it as a Quarter Horse race-
track in the Corbin area. 

They apparently filed paperwork 
with the Kentucky Horse Racing Com-
mission on Thursday on the potential 
change of ownership; all of the plans 
would be subject to regulatory approval 
and other factors. 

No timetable has been set for buying, 

building or opening the as-yet-unnamed 
track.

“At this point, it’s not a done deal. 
But we’re excited about the opportunity 
and hope it comes to pass,” said Bill 
May, attorney for Appalachian Racing, 

which owns Thunder Ridge.
“We think we’re putting things for-

ward that will be a great help to the 
industry and the sport,” Keeneland 
president and CEO Bill Thomason said 
in an exclusive interview with the Her-
ald-Leader and Kentucky.com. “We’re 
looking to the long term, looking to do 
something big, and it will be special. … 
We think the community will embrace 
it and enjoy it and it will provide eco-
nomic gains.”

Keeneland leaders said they want 
to build a “Keeneland-esque” facility to 
run a boutique Quarter Horse meet of 
about a dozen race dates in the sum-
mer, with top-level purses boosted by 
multibreed simulcasting and instant 
racing, electronic slots-like wagering 
based on previously run races.

“We’re going to build a modern fa-
cility, scaled to the market … that will 

By Janet Patton
jpatton1@herald-leader.com

HERALD-LEADER EXCLUSIVE

Keeneland is teaming up 
with Full House Resorts, 
owners of Rising Star 
Casino Resort, to buy ...

Thunder Ridge, a faltering 
harness racetrack, and 
moving it to ...

Corbin area, where they 
will build a new Quarter 
Horse track with ...

An instant racing casino, 
with plans for another ...

In Lexington, run by 
Keeneland/The Red Mile 
partnership at The Red 
Mile.

What’s happening:

Keeneland and Full House Resorts 
filed change-of-ownership 
paperwork with Kentucky Horse 
Racing Commission Thursday.

Bills will be filed in General 
Assembly for legislative 
approval of instant racing 
early next week.

Keeneland and Full 
House will select a site, 
likely in Corbin area, for 
new track/casino.

Keeneland and Full 
House will seek approval 
from racing commission 
for all changes.

CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leader.com

Source: Kentucky Racing Commission

Daniel Boone Pkwy.

Mountain
Pkwy.

What’s
next:

Sites with instant racing: 
combined monthly handle
Kentucky Downs and Ellis Park
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Corbin
Proposed Quarter Horse
track with instant racing

Prestonsburg:
Thunder Ridge

Franklin:
Kentucky Downs

Imagine a top-flight racetrack in Eastern Kentucky with 
all the glamour and prestige of a premier entertainment venue 
married to the speed and electricity of Quarter Horse racing. 

Keeneland is envisioning just that.

The Kentucky Senate 
voted 31-6 to pass legislation 
Thursday that would license 
farmers to grow industrial 
hemp, should the federal gov-
ernment legalize the crop.

The proposal advances to 
the House, where Speaker 
Greg Stumbo has suggested 
the issue needs more study 
to see whether potential eco-
nomic benefits outweigh the 
concerns of law enforcement 
officials.

The only senator who did 
not vote on the bill was Sen-
ate President Robert Stivers, 

R-Manchester. Afterward, 
Stivers declined to tell report-
ers why he did not vote, say-
ing he was in a hurry to get 
home for Valentine’s Day.

Supporters said hemp 
could bring new jobs and eco-
nomic growth to the state.

“We’re just very happy 
and excited and very appre-
ciative of the state Senate 
for their overwhelming sup-
port and we look forward to 
a good, open, fair debate in 

COMER ‘VERY HAPPY’; 
BILL HEADS TO HOUSE

State Senate votes 
31-6 in favor of 

industrial hemp
By Janet Patton

jpatton1@herald-leader.com

2013 
General 

Assembly

FRANKFORT — A bill 
allowing closer scrutiny of 
child abuse deaths by an inde-
pendent panel cleared its first 
legislative hurdle Thursday 
despite objections from some 
that too much of the group’s 
work would be done in se-
cret.

House Bill 290 would per-
manently establish an exter-
nal review panel of 20 mem-

bers to scrutinize deaths and 
critical injuries of abused and 
neglected children and make 
recommendations on how 
Kentucky’s child-protection 
system should be improved. 

The bill would allow the 
panel to close portions of its 
meetings and withhold its 
records from the public, a 
sticking point with some law-
makers and several Kentucky 
media outlets. 

The House Health and 
Welfare Committee voted 8-5 

CRITICS ARGUE IT WOULD 
INCREASE SECRECY

Bill to establish panel 
on child abuse deaths 

advances in House 

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

See HEMP, A2

See CHILD ABUSE, A2

Phone bill: Senate passes deregulation legislation that critics say could 
negatively affect land-line service in rural areas. Page A3

Hour-by-hour 
battle for Rachel
Condition of star mare 
Rachel Alexandra is “very 
serious” after surgery. 
Sports, B1

THUNDER RIDGE WOULD GET NEW LIFE, LOCALE 
AS QUARTER HORSE/INSTANT RACING VENUE 

Keeneland-like 
track planned 
in Corbin area

so here’s

$20 for $40
at J Morse on Vine dealsaver.com/lexington

the deal...

United by Compassion
KentuckyOne Health is helping make way for a healthier Kentucky.

A proud part of KentuckyOne Health, compassion is at the
core of everything we do. Together, our organizations across the
Commonwealth are increasing access to care and reducing disparities
for the people living in the communities we serve.

You can learn more about our work to support healthy communities
in the KentuckyOne Health Community Benefit Report:

KentuckyOneHealth.org/HealthyCommunities


