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Ah for the 1920s and early 1930s --

that era of bobbed hair, dancing the
Charleston and sipping bathtub gin, er,
ah,

An era which lasted in Louisville
and the rest of the nation until
12:01 a.m., on April 1, 1933; when
the word "repeal" was on
lips and alcohol was on about every-
one's breath.

In the long dry era of
nearly 14 years ended with a beer
parade up from 31st Street,
where Falls City Beer had spent the

era turning out soft drinks,
ice, and cereal

George M. Goetz, current chairman
of the board of Falls City Brewing Co.,
and in 1933 an said the
mood was festive the night
ended.

was excited at
April 7, 1933. The
allowed us (Falls City) to

bottle and draft beer before the repeal
and even go so far as loading the
trucks.

"You can well imagine what it was
like when the bells rang and the
whistles blew at We had a
parade up of 50 to 60
trucks led by the police," Goetz said.
"These police escorted
trucks to the bridge" where they
crossed over to Indiana to make
deliveries.

similar stories were
being repeated. In New Albany, where
sales were allowed before they were
legal in drug stores
handling legal liquor were sold out in
hours, and newspapers of the day
noted that with licenses
from which still had a state

law, were in
New downtown the
first day after repeal.

The repeal ended an era of nearly
14 years, during which the only legal
way to get alcoholic in the
United States was with a doctor's

In almost all
legal liquor trade stopped, as facilities
were changed to make near-bee- r ox
closed

Distillers, however,
managed to make use of the chapter in
the law which said whiskey could be
stored and to wholesale
druggists for medicinal uses during the
dry years. Owsley Brown applied to
the in 1920 for a
license to keep and sell whiskey for
medicinal uses, and became one of
only 10 such persons to receive such a
permit.
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While the firm was fortunate in
taking this way to survival, others in
the areawere noto lucky, asnames
which had been famous in the brewing
industry in the years
were never again heard from after the
whiskey flowed again in 1933.

"Most breweries just closed up, but
our people were farsighted enough to
continue. Most just closed their doors
and did not operate until repeal,"
Goetz said. Those Louisville breweries
at one time numbered 25, including
names such as Phoenix Brewery and
Stein's Brewery.

At Falls City, the name came
to mean soft drinks, as flavors from
wild cherry to ginger ale and what
Goetz said was a forerunner of today's
Orange Crush, were
with the equipment formerly used for
slightly stronger beverages.

Near-bee- r, an also-ra- n to the real

stuff, also made an appearance. The
near-be- er brew tastes rather like
today's product, but had less than
one-ha- lf of one per cent alcohol. The
Louisville version was made by Falls
City by making-rea- l beer and then, in
Goetz words, extracting the alcoholic
content.

The dry era was a tough one not
only for those used to their daily
bracers, but for the companies which
switched to make other items. Goetz
said he could remember the problems
encountered when a truck driver
familiar with hauling beer had to
contend with 10 to 12 flavors of soft
drinks, which had to be delivered to
customers throughout the area.

Ice was also a prohibition era
product of the brewing company, as
substitute work was found for the
staff which had, until
been brewing beer.

As soon as repeal was announced
and states began to vote on the
amendment to the Constitution which
would mean "Happy Days Are Here
Again," as Franklin D. Roosevelt
promised in his campaign song, soft
drinks were dropped from the Falls
City line, and beer was made again;
but for many months after repeal, the
demand outstripped supply, as the
local masses yearned to sop up the
suds once again.

Goetz said the public demand for
the beer far outstripped
because many younger people had
grown up without any legal beer and
others had been deprived of their
spirits for many years. The soft drink
line was shut down just after repeal
was announced.
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He added that, although real beer

had been made into near-be- er during
prohibition, none had managed to get
out into illegal channels from the
brewery during the dry years. "There
was just too much at stake to take a
chance and we had a very profitable
business in soft drinks, cereal beverage
and ice," he said of the era.

Meanwhile, at Brown-Forma-

another Louisville firm which had
weathered the drought, all possible
haste was made in November 1933 to
get back into the business of full
production.

Speed was important - the owners
realized that if domestic brewers were
to get any of the after-prohibiti-

business, they would have to do so
against the already operating overseas
and Canadian brewers. By November
20, 1933, when full operation resumed
at the Brown-Forma- n distillery
between 18th and 20th streets,
Howard Street and Garland Avenue,
things were all set.

A daily mashing capacity of some
2,000 bushels of grain and a
production equal to 9,000 gallons of
whiskey a day made Christmas a merry
one for the company the first year
after prohibition ended.

So, while the "drys," as the ladies
of the anti-salo- league and the
Women's Christian Temperance Union
were known, bemoaned the loss of the
prohibition amendment, Louisville was
able to join that first year with most
of the rest of the nation in welcoming
1934 in a spirited mood.

The old cry of the Carrie A. Nation
days of women chopping up bars and
threatening barkeeps in the name of
prohibition was ended and the
Roosevelt promised "happy days"
were indeed here again, especially for
the owners and operators of breweries
and associated businesses.

Not to mention many a (hie) man
in the street, who had spent almost 14
long years, yearning, wishing and
waiting for that first legal drink. The
speakeasys and bootleggers were gone
and with them a daring, if not
picturesque era which included the
likes of Izzy and Moe, two Federal
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Better communication systems,

modern equipment and more firemen
have increased firefightUg efficiency
tremendously since early fire
department days, said Joe Stark, who
has served on the High view Fire
Department for 27 years and has been
its chief for 25 years.

"Communications were nil back in
the beginnings," said. Stark. "Back in
those days we had no radios and had
to rely on firehouse sirens," he added.

And, since most residents were
farmers, houses were far apart making
fast communication between firemen
and residents even harder.

Firefighters sent out on a fire run
would have to be ready for nearly any
circumstances since there would be no
more communication between the
firehouse and the truck.

Later, said Stark, radio telephones
were installed on the trucks, but party
lines still caused "terrible delays."

Another serious problem, said
Stark, was that of finding sufficient
water sources, since in the early days
there were no water lines with fire
hydrants.

The chief recalled when the
Highview department was located on
Fegenbush by Highview Drive and had
only one small truck. On a run, the
truck would carry as much water as it
could but unless the fire was quite
small, additional supplies would be
needed.

Wells could not supply enough
water fast enough, so firefighters
sought large cisterns or ponds from
which water could be drafted with a
hose.

Another problem fh the early days,
said Stark, was a shortage of firemen,
especially in the daytime. The shortage
was due mainly to sparse population,
and not to a , lack of support or
interest, said Stark, adding that a spirit
of cooperation prevailed among
neighbors and friends when fires
occurred. "Everyone knew how
devastating a fire could be and you
never knew if you might be next," he
said.

"Pappy" Clarence Powell, 1429
Lincoln Avenue, at 88 is still a
firefighter of the Camp Taylor Fire
Department, although he no longer
goes out on runs. Powell and several
others helped form the department in
1944.

"We had an old Chevrolet with a
250-gallo- n tank that we built
ourselves," said Powell. For years,
Powell would answer all calls at his
house, just across the street from the
firehouse. Then he would run over and
sound the siren, which, he said, "You
could hear all over the country."

Another Robert J.
Ruckriegel of Jeffersontown,
remembers having to depend on
donations to buy equipment and
operate the department. He said
sometimes a person or family whose
house or business had been saved by
the firemen would make a large
donation of gratification.

The former firehouse by the bus
stop at Town Square on Watterson
Trail was built entirely with donations
of money and labor, said Ruckriegel.

Dapper flappers
Decorated cars and stylish, smiling young women

such things were parades made of in the 1920s.
This "float" was one of several in a parade

prohibition agents who made their
fame and fortunes by donning
disguises to catch the illegal speakeasy
operators.

Izzy and Moe were the heroes of
the 30s (except to the speakeasy
owners and liquor smugglers) and their
antics included posing as everything
from women to grave diggers to get
illegal drinks and snare the illegal
salesman.

One of the pair even managed to
compile a table of the times it took to
get an illegal drink the major cities of
the supposedly dry nation. New

Orleans won top spot on the list when

the incognito agent stepped into a taxi

in the Crescent City and asked the

driver where he would find a drink.

The driver, according to a writer in the

book "The Aspirin Age," replied,

"Right here, sir," and pulled a bottle

from under the seat.

When population sparse

Firemen were scarce
Ruckriegel, often called "Mr. Bob,"

said probably the biggest fire he ever
helped fight was at the R. C. Tway
dairy farm, which is now Plainview,
back in the early 30s.

AT HIKES POINT

Maw 12,

Such were the days of the "Noble
As humorist Will Rogers

put it on repeal day in his column on
page one of the "Talk

, about the 'noble The
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through St. Matthews during that decade. The
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noble experiment' is just starting.
Every state is in doubt as to how their
liquor will Say it's not
how the State will handle its it's
how the folks will handle theirs. . ."
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