
lint were tht dijs . . .

BY MIKE DUNBAR
If you enjoy watching the best

basketball in town, refutedly the
Kentucky Colonels, then you have
probably relaxed in the spacious
surroundings of Freedom Hall.

While watching the Colonels it is
impossible not to notice the
"boo-birds- ," two brothers who seem
to know all ABA players personally
and with just what insults and
compliments to harass them.

Imagine 1,000 "boo-birds- "

crammed into an arena built to house
500 spectators watching the best
basketball in Louisville, eating hotdogs
and screaming at the top of their
collective lungs.

If you were a basketball devotee
from the mid-- 1 920s to World War II,
you would have spent your Saturday
nights and Sunday afternoons,
watching two of eight teams compete
in the Major Falls City League
(MFCL).

The Colonels, of course, weren't in
existence, the University of Louisville
had a team but nowhere near what it is
today (in fact the MFCL used to beat
them regularly in preseason games), so
the MFCL provided an opportunity
for those wishing to see and play good
basketball in the greater Louisville
area.

There were eight organizations
sponsoring teams in the MFCL each
year, each club having one league team
and a secondary team for warm-u- p

games.
Most of the teams, according to

Morris Bein who captained the Young
Men's Hebrew Association team, were
made up of former college players
(many of them some
former high school players (like those
from the national champion St. Xavier
High School teams) and anyone with
enough talent to make the teams.

What made the competition so
fierce was that each team represented
a particular neighborhood or a

particular ethnic group in the city.
"Louisville was a city then, not just

a collection of parking lots," Bein said.
And each part of the city had its
champions.

Since basketball was not "a highly
organized sport at the time, the teams
often had to compete under somewhat
unusual conditions.

At the old Jewish Community
Center, for instance, at the corner of
Second and Jacob, the gym floor was

beneath a sort of track that ran on an
upper level of the gymnasium; no one
could shoot from the corners. Some of
the gyms were not even regulation
size, a team might play on a court too
small one night and an oversized court
the next.

But there were spacious and well
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Teams played .Ibasketilball
appropriated gyms. The Edenside
Basketball Club had one of them.
They also had the players to grace it.

Warfield Donahue, a University of
Kentucky and team
captain; Red McCrocklin, a Western
Kentucky University team captain and

college player; Norman
Her, Male High School's star of their
state champion 1933 squad and

at Washington and Lee

University.
The Edenside Club won the MFCL

championship five straight times from
1937 to 1941, but as Bein recalls,
"They didn't win every game."

One reason they didn't win every
game was the caliber of players on
other teams, like Aggie Sales, UK's
first St. Xavier's Paulie
Miller, Harry Loy, Dick Burdleson and
Morris Bein.

Because of the fine competition and

competitors the game actually
improved overall during the league
play.

"I think we had the first man in the
country to use the one-hande- d hook
shot, Jingles Englchart; he had played
for Indiana Central," recalled Bein.

Another hook shooter was Dick
O'Mara who was the first to use the
shot from the pivot or center position;
he played for the league in the 30s.

Even with the abundance of great
players competing in the league it was

still the spectators and their closeness
to the game that made it Louisville's
biggest sport.

"It was entertainment, but
entertainment by people you knew.
Most of the time the kids playing grew
up on your street. You knew them,"
Bein said.

"Sometimes we were so close to the
fans that we stepped on their feet
when taking the ball out of bounds,"
he continued.

For some games, those between
traditional rivals, there might be 2,000
people in a stadium built to hold 500,
said Bein. "If you fell across the
sideline you fell into the spectators'
laps."

This was the main thing as far as
local athletics. It was the best
organized and most continuous
athletic organization (in the city) . . .

It really went on for years and really
was a local thing; it had a local
identity. Everyone knew every player.
It had an intimacy you don't have
these days," Bein said about the sport
and fan involvement.

Each area of the city had its own
team: in the Portland area it was the
Mackin Council Irish, from the Jewish
community came the Representatives,
the Colonial Club sponsored a team of
near professionals for its somewhat
rich clientele and the Catholic
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Morris Bein, second from left, tht Young Hebrew netters, one of eight MFCL tesms.

Community Center from New Albany
had its own entry. All the teams had
loyal followings.

Other areas and organizations, like
Buechel and the YMCA, would
sponsor a team a number of years
then drop out, only to be replaced by
another organization or neighborhood
group.

The entire city kept up with the
standings and records of the teams
through top billing coverage from
Louisville newspapers.

"We were front page news,
front page anyway, and the people
read it," Bein said.

The league began in the mid-20- s,

picked up a lot of steam during the
Depression ("that's when it thrived")
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and ended abruptly during World War
II.

Besides constant arguing with the

spectators, there were running battles

with the single official for each game.

"Usually there was one official, maybe

1909 - Louisville was the largest
city near the center of in

the United States.
- Alma Kellner, 8,

after church
services and the entire country joined
in the search.
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Our first branch ict (right) was opened at
Hikes Point 1880 ... our second at

8512 Preston Highway in Okolona six years

later. Spring, 1975, will our 3rd branch

opened at SOU Bardstown Road in

Fern Creek.
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two, but always plenty of
said Bein.

Now and then a traveling team
would come to Louisville

and offer play an all-st- team from
the MFCL. The team
always won, but it was never a cake
walk.

Child's death started search world-wid- e for killer
population

disappeared
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1910 - The body Alma Kellner,
buried in quicklime and almost
destroyed, was found in the basement

St. John's Catholic Church, Clay
and Walnut streets. The body was
identified by shreds clothing and
jewelry. A world-wid- e hunt for the
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attending

of attractions for
spectators was the little, not so
little, placed on games.

Though there was betting it was
basketball for basketball's

"Sports for its own ... it was
all for the

slayer began, ended three months
in arrest of Joseph

in California. a
janitor at the church, was
convicted, given a sentence in

penitentiary at
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Starting with assets of $1500.00 and a first-yea- r membership of than 100, Lincoln

Federal Savings & Association is a multi-millio- n dollar institution serving

thousands savers and home-loa-n customers.
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From our offics in the Realty Bldg. in Sgthrn
Trust Eldfl., w in 1922 to $. (left) . . . o 4 ytars

to Urban Building on bttwttn Marktt Main.
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In 1828 we bought the Francis Bldg. at 4th and

Chestnut, remodeled it, and changad its name to the

Lincoln Federal Building

With a salute
to the yesteryears
and years to come . . .

We're Proud To Be

A Part Of It All
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