
E REPORTER, Wednesday, March 12, 1975

Wliere'd they go?

TSie ole swimmim' holes
BY CAROL K. GIBSON

Have you ever wondered what
happened to the "old swimmin holes?"
Well, one of them became Lakeside
Swim Club. And before it was the ole
swimmin' hole, it was a rock quarry
surrounded by dairy farms.

"When the fellow sold the ground,
he subdivided it into lots, sold it, and
deeded the quarry to the people who
bought the lots," said Jack Thompson,
presently manager of the Lakeside
Swim Club.

Of course, Thompson hasn't been

involved with the organization as long
as it has been in existence. He believes
the rock quarry was sold sometime in

the early 1920s. The quarry people

struck a spring, and the people who
owned lots in the area swam in the
spring water for about 25 years.

For many years a board of directors
was elected, and people were allowed
to swim at Lakeside as long as they
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paid a fee. "The remained that
way until 1944. At that time they
opened the pool to stockholder
members and to associate members

he said.
Swimming meets were held at

Lakeside as early as 1928. "In fact,"
Thompson said, "we have the oldest
continuous swimming meet in the
United States." Also, the men's
nationals were held at Lakeside in
1937.

Very few improvements were made
at Lakeside until 1944, when the
corporation was
mainly deep water, maybe a shallow
wading pool then. Then we
adding on, now 16 of 15 of the
lake is water three feet to five

feet deep."
Changes which appear in print to

have occurred at the wave of a magic
wand actually occurred slowly. Piers
were added. In 1956 the
building was constructed. It was to be
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used for dressing rooms, a concession
stand, and an office. "And about
1968," Thompson continued, "a new
recreation building was built. In 1972
another story was added to the
recreation building to be used for
complete recreation facilities and as a
meeting room. There was a complete
shop (added at this time, also) for the
maintenance of the area.

Lakeside is not only in the swing of
things but has appeared to remain in
the swim of things as well. "We have
just put another filtration system in,
and it will be ready this summer," he
said, adding that every pool in
Jefferson County must have a
filtration plant. And there are many
activities offered through Lakeside not
originally offered. A few of these
activities are synchronized swimming,
scuba diving, basketball, ping pong,
shuffleboard and water basketball.

In spite of all the different
alterations, Jack Thompson," present
manager as well as a past member of
the first board at Lakeside, gives the
impression that there is one thing
dominant, timeless about the swim
club - no matter what else is added,
"Most people still prefer to swim."

And how many people remember
swimming at Lighthouse Lake on
Gardiner Lane? It hasn't been as long
ago as you might think - the pool
operated as recently as the early 1960s
when the property was sold to the
Gardiner Lake Rink and Recreation
Company, Incorporated.

The old lighthouse is dimly lit in
the mind of Mrs. Virginia Weller of

who had some difficulty
recalling details about the property
which she and her late husband,
Stanley, purchased 40 or 50 years ago
from, she thinks, the R. B. Tyler
Company.

The pool was built on an old quarry
sight, said. Mrs. Weller. "We had
Tucker's Lake before we had
Lighthouse Lake. We were leasing
Tucker's. We didn't own it." The
necessary improvements were made to
make the Lighthouse Lake property
more adequate for swimming. Many of
the improvements were similar to
those made at Lakeside: dressing
rooms and a concession stand were
built. Later, a shallow pool was added.

"It didn't take long before there
were cottages around the lake that we
rented. They were just rented yearly,"
said Mrs. Weller, who added that the
people who bought the property for
apartments had the cottages torn
down. Was she certain about the
yearly occupancy of these cottages?
"Oh, yes, 1 remember a lot of times we
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An

would have frozen water pipes. They
(the cottages) were located on what
we called "The Qiff.' " And Mrs.
Weller insists the pool water was spring
water because "we pumped it dry two
or three summers in a row, and it
would fill back up. It was definitely
spring water." About 1962 a young
15 year-ol- d boy drowned at
Lighthouse Lake. According to
Lawyer Robert Hastings, the attorney
for the boy's parents in a suit against
the pool, the scuba diver searching for
the boy's body found a ledge six feet
down in the pool (left over from the
quarry). Also, the "water was so
murky you couldn't see the ledge."
Hastings added that upon investigation
it was discovered that the life saving
equipment was not close to the pool
area, not close enough for safety
precautions. Also, Hastings said that
an earlier drowning had occurred at
Lighthouse Lake, about 1959 or 1960.
Still, the good memories of time spent
at the old quarry hopefully prevail
over some of the negative pictures.

Swimming eventually gave way to
ice skating at Lighthouse Lake when
the Gardiner Lane Skating Club
opened in November 1960. And
you're bound to remember this
$250,000 facility because it's still on
Gardiner Lane, and Phil Hays,
president and general manager of the
club at its opening, still functions in
these capacities.

Lighthouse Lake is still there, not
only in spirit but in other ways: "We
still use the water out of our lake for
cooling. The lake is about 30 feet deep
there. The water is always about 40
degrees in the lake. And it comes out
at four or five degrees above zero."
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