
BY H.H.GREENE JR.
with MIKE BARRY

For a review of sports in and
around Louisville during the first 50
years of this century, The Jefferson
Reporter went to one of this city's
most colorful "sports," Mike Barry,
columnist for the Louisville Times.

If there was one thing that came
out of the rap session it was the fact
that each major sport had its season
and there was very little, if any,
overlap. Barry's other observations
are:

JEFFERSON REPORTER: What
were the big sporting events of the day
around the turn of the century?

I can remember 50 years ago that
one of the biggest sporting events was
the Male-Manu- al football game. Listen,
this was on page one of the newspaper,
not the sporting page one, but the
front page. If there was any doubt
about a certain player playing in the
game this too would appear on page
one.The whole town looked forward
to this game. I didn't go to either of
the schools, but I looked forward to
this game like everyone else. When you
talk about the two biggest sporting
events I guess it would have to be the
Male-Manu- al game and the Derby.
Baseball, during those 50 years, and a
bit prior to that, enjoyed its best days '

here in Louisville.
But what about those sports that

have grown into what they are today,
sty golf, tennis and swimming? Were
they strictly for the ones that could
afford such sports?

Golf back 50 years ago was
something played by the rich and
maybe a few who would play up at
Cherokee Park. It really didn't come
around until the Depression. It got to
be a good sport during the Depression
during the 30s, because it wasn't
expensive. You'd pay about 75 cents
and could play all day You'd play
with some old balls and you could get
by. It was really cheap entertainment.
The courses were always in terrible
shape, especially the public courses.
We didn't have any grass, plus we had
that hard draught during that time. I

guess tennis was pretty good back in
those days because in the 30s we had a
national public parks champion in
Arnold Simons and this created a lot
of interest in tennis at that time.
Tennis itself wasn't too expensive, but
the thing that changed the whole
sports picture was television.

Basketball is now the big thing in
this area. How did it fare back in those
days?

The problem with basketball was
we didn't have any place to play that
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would hold any crowds. In 1938, St.
Xavier High School had a top
basketball team and they were playing
New Albany and New Albany had a

top flight team. Now the only place to
play and draw a big crowd was
Columbia Gym. It later became the
USO and is now Spalding College out
of Fourth Street. They had a crowd of
about 2,200 - they were hanging from
the rafters. I don't know how many
tickets could have been sold. Then
they started playing at the Armory.
Notre Dame and Kentucky started
play at the Armory during the
mid-30- s. The floor at that time was

horrible. There were holes in it, but
later on this was repaired and the
Armory could seat some six to seven
thousand fans. If I remember
correctly, Joe "Reg" Hagan, played in
that first game over at the Armory.

We touched on the fact that
television played a major part in the
growth of some sports, but what part,
if any, did radio play?

Radio was the thing at that time. I

remember the first crystal set I had.
The big thing then was listening to the
World Series. I can remember in 1926
going down to the West End to a
fellow's house because he had a radio
that could get the station over which
was broadcast the Notre
Dame-Souther- n California football
game. That same year was that famous
World Series when the Cardinals beat
the Yankees. This was when Alexander
came in and retired the side, when
Babe Ruth made the last out. There
was a big crowd of people over at the
KSC gym listening to the radio. You
see, we didn't have that many radios
then and you would go someplace
where there was a good radio and
listen to these games. Now before that,
and especially during the World Series,
there would be large crowds around
the newspaper company listening to a
guy with a megaphone giving a

of the ballgame from the
ticker-tape- . He was doing a
play-by-pla- y off the wire. This was at
Third and Liberty and there would
always be a large crowd there for the
World Series games. So we have gone
from gathering on a street corner
listening to a guy use a megaphone to
sitting in the comfort of our living
room looking at the games in color.

Back to basketball a bit. Just what
happened to bring basketball around
to its present popularity?

What we didn't have then, and they
are so common now, is the outside
goal. Oh we would try to erect one of
our own, but they were nothing like
those of today. Now there may have
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been kids out in the country with a
hoop attached to the barn, but the
city kids just didn't have any. But now
every park has a basketball goal, and as
a result, basketball has become a
year-roun- d sport.

We played the game that very few
kids of today play and that is baseball.
We played on every sand lot, in yards
and in the streets. We played quite a
bit of baseball in the streets because
there really wasn't that much traffic.
Now you drive around and see these
beautiful manicured diamonds where
the Little Leagues play, but you never
see kids playing baseball for fun. Kids
don't play baseball for fun anymore.
We played for fun. Kids now will only
play if it is a Little League game, if it
is organized, have umpires and
uniforms and particularly if you have a
crowd there to cheer them on. They
have to have their parenti there or get '

their name in the paper. Adults have
organized all the fun out of baseball
for kids.

You can go by a park and see kids
playing basketball in a pick up game,
or one-on-on- e or a kid playing by
himself, or you can see kids playing

touch football,' but I defy anyone to
show me kids playing baseball for fun.
Never! These beautiful diamonds are
just sitting there. Adults have
organized all the fun out of baseball
for kids.

Now I was lucky, I was born at
Seventh and St. Catherine, where my
mother still lives and we lived two
blocks from Eclipse Park, the home of
the Louisville Colonels. In 1922 the
stands burned down and Parkway
Field was built in 1923, but the
diamond was still there, so we had the
Louisville Colonels diamond to play
on. It was across the street from
Simmons University. The University
used it for a football field and a
baseball field and of course we used it
and we had some terrific ballgames
there.

We touched on baseball as being the
only game in town during the spring
and summer months. Baseball must
have been at its peak in those days.

Baseball in the American
Association at that time was top flight
baseball. The Colonels were the talk of
the town and their interest was
citywide. We had a lot of good ball
players in this league. The caliber of
baseball was very good and interest
was so high, it was a community thing.
At Parkway Field we had parking
space for 500 cars, but that never
bothered anyone because they would
come walking from blocks around and
of course the street cars or buses
would bring fans right to the park and
you would have around 12,000 out for
the good games. But just like a lot of
other things baseball here just had its
time. Let's be honest about the whole
thing, television killed minor league
baseball.
You saw Pee Wee Reese come along
didn't you?

Yeah, I saw Pee Wee when he
played for the Colonels. But I have to
tell the truth, I didn't know he was

that good. I was a poor judge of ball
players because there were a couple of
players with the Colonels whom I

thought would be sensational in the
majors, but they were just spotty once
they got there. I wasn't that impressed
with Reese. I think I was fooled by
that name Pee Wee, thinking the guy
was little, but he isn't little at all. Pee
Wee weighs about 175 and stands
around 0, 1. But that named
helped him, I think, with everyone
staying there's that little guy playing
with all those big guys. 'He was a

terrific ball player and a great guy.
Like I said, I couldn't see the quality
in Reese that others saw. I just wasn't
that good a judge. I can remember we
had a team came here from Rochester
to play the Colonels in the Little
World Series and they had this big,
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to Parkway Field in the 1940s.

skinny shortstop they were thinking so
much of and he looked terrible to me.
I had read where the St. Louis
Cardinals were going to have him the
next year and I thought that they were
out of their minds. What do they want
with him? It was Marty Marion. So
you can see what a great judge of ball
players I was.

You know, if I had to sum up the
Colonels baseball teams of the past, I

would have to say that we had some
great teams, but the parent club, the
Boston Red Sox, didn't help things
any. They would pull up players when
we were in the thick of a pennant race
and not use the guys and believe me
this hurt baseball in Louisville. The
Red Sox had a bad organization at
that time. We had a hitter, Tom
Wright, played outfield - one of the
greatest natural hitters I've ever seen.

' He hit lefthanders, 'righthanders,
anybody and the Red Sox got him up
there and decided that they needed a

' pull hitter. So after they got through
fooling with Tom's batting swing he
couldn't hit me. They pulled one of
our good players up and only used him
as a pinch runner. They certainly
didn't help baseball here in Louisville,
but those were the happy days of
baseball.

Backing up to the subject of golf
again, was Cherokee Park the only
park for golf? '

I think it was the only park for golf
in the 20s. I don't remember when
Crescent Hill started and Seneca didn't
start until the 30s and Shawnee was
along during the 30s. I know I played
Shawnee in 1933.
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Would you say that television made
some sports and killed others. What
about boxing? ,

Oh yeah, it made some as well as
killed others, but I don't know that it
killed boxing. Times got too good for
boxing. Boxing was good during the
Depression when a kid would go out
and fight three rounds for five dollars.
He was really fighting because he was
hungry and trying to live, but times
got too good and no one wanted to
take that punishment. But I've seen
some good fights out at Swish Arena,
but everyone was hungry then back in
the 30s. The arena was at Swish Park
out on Preston. Columbia Gym was
used in the winter. It was too hot to
use in the summer; you'd hold fights
outdoors. Years ago there was a place
called "Broadway Bowl," a wooden
arena located at 10th and Broadway
used for fights.

We spoke about Male and Manual.
When did St. Xavier get to be big in
sports?

St. Xavier was a poor orphan
around here. We always played Male
and Manual but got killed in every
sport, but in 1926 St. X came up with
the team. They played Manual, this is
basketball, and it's my senior year
there, and St. X beat Manual
something like 23-2- 0 and we wanted
someone to declare a holiday. We
couldn't believe that we had finally
beat Manual. A few weeks later St. X
played Male and practically ran them
off the court and it took a little while
for the school to realize that this
wasn't an upset, but that this was a
good team. Ill tell you how big the
team was, the center was 6-- 1. Holly
Fitzgerald was the center and they had
Johnny Forsee, who is now a doctor,
Jack Smith was a forward, Dutch
Hendricks and Jim Malone and Frank
Ryan did a lot of playing and they
wound up winning the state
tournament. They beat Male and

twice and won the state
tournament in Lexington easily and
then went to Chicago and won what
was called the National Catholic
Championship. That wound up as page
one headlines. So St. Xavier got to be
a name school in those days. After
that Flaget came along with good
athletes and along with a fine coach by
the name of Paulie Miller, changed
football in Louisville. Miller was the
first coach to use the pitch-ou- t and he
tore up everybody. Of course he had a
little talent down there, guys like Paul
uornung. He had good talent at
Flaget.

Don't let the wind blow you through
March and past Easter, without
taking advantage of this Special.
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the owners were in nearly every store you entered;
where you got a cheery "Hello" and a genuine "Thank you"

you

a refund was as simple as exchanging merchandise and
money if you were dissatisfied for any reason?

most shops were tiny but stocked and you spent
happy moments rubbing shoulders with friends and

while rummaging through the stock?

.... and where, if whatever you wanted wasn't in stock,
the owners would try to get it for you?

.... instead of watching television, you spent your
spare moments creating something of beauty and
lasting value?

And when recreation was measured in terms of pennies
per hour of

TOGETHER AND YOU HAVE

0rts& Crafts of feffersontoton
10410 WATTE RSON TRAIL

JEFFE RSONTOWN, KENTUCKY 40299
(One block south of Taylorsvlllg Rd.)

r Cm AddrMi.,

pyCSvc

(502)267-816- 4

CQUmN

FREE Drawing for
BEGINNERS STAINED GLASS KIT

AND CERAMIC RABBIT
(NO PURCHASE NECESSARY)

Drawing to

Manual

held Saturday averting, 32275

We've touched on the Kentucky
Derby some but what about harness
racing? Didn't we have some at the okl
Kentucky State Fairgrounds?

Harness racing got big right after
the war, in New York at Roosevelt
Raceway. What changed harness racing
was the invention of the starting gate.
Prior to this invention it would take
forever to get a race started. Then
came the mobile gate with the horses
behind it and this made harness racing
go big in New York. The idea that
harness racing would go here came
around. So General Miles put some
money in it and took over the old
fairgrounds at the foot of Cecil and
opened in 1949. They ran down there
through 1956 and the General must
have lost something like two million
dollars because he was never able to
get harness racing to go around here.
We had all sorts of problems. The main
problem at the fairgrounds was you
couldn't race if it rained. It would be
terrible trying to run in the mud so
that didn't help matters any. We never
had first class harness racing until Bill
King built Louisville Downs. He built a
beautiful, modern plant and brought
in the best horses and run things on a
first class scale and now he's got
harness established here in Louisville.

How would you sum up these past
fifty years.

I'd simply say it was a lot of fun.
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Photo courtesy Norman Rueff
-- Bud ' and Norman Rueff in Cherokee
Park. 1918.
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STAINED GLASS!
We are now official head-

quarters for Whittemore-Durgi- n

glass, lead, and
supplies.

!cyj classes in

Leaded Glass
beginning Saturday,

April 5th and Thursday,
April 17th

DEGIan'S

Classes starting
Thursday,
April 3rd
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