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The question is: Do the
county parks need a special
police force to patrol them?

Louisville's Board of
Alderman has answered, "Yes."

Fiscal Court is prepared to
answer, "No."

Our own answer is, well, yes
and no.

The proposal, originated by
Seventh Ward Alderman James
Lawrence, was to create a park
police force funded by the city
and county governments and

administered by the
Metropolitan Park and
Recreation Board.

The Board of Aldermen
endorsed the proposal. But
County Judge Todd Hollenbach

A brief look at times past
Last year, in conjunction

with Kentucky's 200th
birthday celebrations, The
Reporter published a

bicentennial edition which
included accounts of the early
history of this area.

Reader response was
gratifying, to say the least. The
issue was so popular we

continue to hear favorable
comments and to receive
requests for copies.

Since we couldn't beat a
good idea, we decided again to

Through no fault of their own,
my Canadian friends are providing

much grist for this .editorial mill.

Two weeks ago it was the "I Spy"
udvenlure at ' museum. This

week's episode could properly be

titled "The Charge of the Fire

Brigade" or, "Where There's No

Smoke There's A Good Chance to
Get In Some Practice."

It all began Saturday at 1 a.m. A
high-pitche- noise is all it was, but it

was enough to worry the man of the

house, who spent the next two hours
unplugging every plug, checking
every fuse, listening to every

listenable object in a vain effort to
locate the sound's source.

Rewiring work had been done
recently in the basement, and the
residents feared faulty wiring might

have been producing the monotone
tune.

lie was in favor of protecting the
family - wife, child and (reluctantly)
dog (dog is another story) - by
vacating the premises. She was not
eager to face the freezing
temperatures with no place to go at
what was by then 3 a.m.

Why not call the fire department,
she suggested. They might have an

idea what is causing the hum.
He called the city fire department

and spent the next several minutes
describing the sound, repeatedly
assuring the listener that there was

no fire - just noise.
The listener finally asked if they

would like him to send someone over
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opposes it, saying that it would

be too costly and that an

additional police force is

unnecessary anyway.

That leaves it up to the city
to create its own park patrol to
monitor hose parks within city
limits.

Statistics have shown that
. the vast majority of vandalism

and other crimes occur in city
parks. Therefore, a special force
in the city may be a good idea.
It would be expensive. But if it
works, it could save many
future dollars and eventually
pay for itself.'

County parks have not seen
great amounts of crime, yet.
But what crimes have occurred

Whaddyamean no fire here, huh?

join the public enthusiasm for
learning about the past.

This week, rather than delve
into distant history, we take a
look at the recent past - the
first 50 years of the 20th
century

There are many Louisvillians
whose memories hold a wealth
of information about these
years, and so we turned to some
of these people to record their
nostalgic recollections.

Once again, we feel we

barely touched the surface; so

to check out the disturbance. The

husband agreed and the conversation
ended. Within five minutes so had
the repose of the entire
neighborhood.

Like shiny red Dun Quixotes they
came to tilt at the puny windmill of
a noise. Three fire trucks (complete
with hook and ladder), full of
booted-coated-hatted-a- x wielding
men of La Mancha - s in

number according to the bewildered
and painfully embarrassed Canadian
Dulcinea.

Whatever noise there was in the

house should have curled up and died
of shame when it heard the sonorous
sirens blaring.

It's not the season for "when out
on the lawn there arose such a

clatter, I spiang from my bed to see

what was the matter," but sirens at 3

a.m. have a way of waking up the
neighbors, and you never saw such

WASHINGTON - A melancholy
Richard Nixon still spends most of
his time, according to close friends,
brooding by himself over his plight.
Apparently, he just keeps turning
over in his mind the mistake that
brought his presidency to an

inglorious end. His ability to
withstand new problems, they say,
has been weakened. One Saturday
morning, he wrote a check that
almost drained his bank account.
"His blood pressure fluctuated that
day to a dangerous point," a Nixon
intimate told us.

Another time, he was working on

an outline for his book when he lost
a round in his court fight to gain

custody of his presidential papers.
"He suffered so much," said a friend,
"that he couldn't continue with the
outline for a few days."

Early in his exile, he felt a

compulsion to talk to people and

began making long-distanc- e calls to
friends around the country. They
remember his calls as aimless and
rambling.

But lately, he has shut off contact
with all but a few close friends.
These friends thought it would be

good for him to get out, and

niillionarie Walter Anncnberg offered
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have often been caught up in
the confusion over which
government is responsible for
enforcing the regulations.

Thus, the park patrol seems
to be a good idea for the city.
But, as Judge Hollenbach says,
maybe not to good an idea for
the county.

We still cannot forget,
however, the recent vandalism
at the Watterson Trail
swimming pool, which cost the
taxpayers $15,000 in damages.

Perhaps what the county
needs is a further commitment
to police its own parks, possibly
with the addition of a few more
officers to do the job, or with
reshuffling of beats to provide
more extensive coverage.

much more could be written.
But, there's always a next time.
After all, the nation's
Bicentennial is next year.

Meanwhile, we enjoyed our
look into the relatively
immediate past, and we hope
you will enjoy recalling "the
good old days," or, perhaps,
learning about them for the
first time.

As we said, in the future we
will examine other facets of our
local history, and we welcome
your contributions and
suggestions.

Notebook
By John T. Adams
with Jane Wehner

Before long, so many lights were

on it looked like noon.
Meanwhile, back at the house, the

firemen rushed to the door to meet
the husband who, nervously eying
the axes, kepy repeating anxiously
"there's no fire there's no lire there's
. . ." while the firemen, nervously
eyeing him, anxiously kept repeating
"where's the fire where's the fire

where's the . . ." until all 20 or so
had contributed to the litany.

The next 45 minutes saw the
firemen noise hunting while the
family answered telephoned queries
from disturbed neighbors:

"No, thank you, there was no
smoke so it won't be too smelly for
us to spend the rest of the night
here. . . . No, thank you, there's no
fire either. . . . Yes, thank you, we
are all right and we appreciate your
offer of lodging until we rebuild the

to throw a party for him at Palm
Springs, Calif. Nixon agreed to go
only after lengthy bickering over the
guest list. It was finally cut from 50
to about 20, whom Nixon personally
cleared.

"Nixon holds too much inside,"
suggested one friend. "He is like a
boiler without a steam vent." This
friend noted that Nixon
remembered every slight, every
injury ever done to him. It was a trait
he began developing as a small boy.

His brother Donald once recalled:
(Dick) wouldn't argue much with
him . . .But once, when he had had
just about as much of me as he could
take, he cut loose and kept at it for a
half to three quarters of an hour. He
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Letters

To the Editor:
In two recent issues of your paper

there appeared articles relating to
the catalytic converter now being
incorporated into the production
models of most auto manufacturers.

Since you admitted it to be a
controversial innovation, I will not
take issue with you; but as an
observer with some knowledge of
internal combustion reciprocating
engine, I would like to raise a few

points.
The subject converter is the result

of a certain order handed down by a
federal agency exercising tremendous
powers over the economy of this
country - not the result of an effort
by a manufacturer to bring the
consumer a better performing

house but there are no chared ruins
yet. ..."

Finally, having made certain the
premisis was safe, the troup packed
up their axes and rode off into the
almost sunrise (to the sorrow of the

couple's daughter who
enjoyed every minute of the

excitement).

They left behind the noise, which,
no doubt exhausted by all the

doings, just up and went away about
10 minutes later without the benefit
of the firefighting technology now
available to modern man.

To their credit, the firemen were
courteous and professional during
their visit, and it was apparent they
had made the run thinking there
really was a fire, according to the
harried householders.

Obviously, what they had there
was a failure to communicate
somewhere along the line.

But, despite the embarrassment
and inconvenience this particular
incident caused (it's a good bet the
firemen might have been just a bit
embarrassed, too) it is reassuring to
think protection is so close at hand.

Perhaps "better safe than sorry"
and "all's well that ends well" are
nice cliches to have around, and so
are the firemen, especially when you
need them.
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went back a year or two listing things
I had done. He didn't leave out a

thing. I was only eight, and he was

ten."
t was this mentality, the friend

suggested, that led to the White

House enemies list.
Rabbi Baruch Korff, who is

raising legal funds for Nixon,
describes him as "a very troubled
man. The man is visibly distressed,"
the Rabbi told us.

He has tried to comfort the
former president by remind him that
the sunrise always follows the sunset
and that "God in His infinite wisdom
purposely put the night before the
day."

However, Nixon, living in lonely

Almost broke, Nixon broods

Merry-Go-Roun- d

By Jack Anderson

always

link

No better mileage from converter
product, either mechanically or
environmentally. Subsequent
developments have proven the
converter to be a bureaucratic
boondoggle of the highest order;
costing the consumer millions of
dollars annually and our economy a

major loss and displacement of jobs.

The converter is so placed in the
engine system as to cause an

impediment to the ability of the
power unit to exhale the exhaust
gases. This, in itself, accounts for

decreased fuel efficiency. To
overcome this problem, the industry
modified gear ratios, carburetion and
the ignition system. In some

instances, this required the
elimination of former pollution
control devices. In any event, the
Madison Avenue claim that the
converter enhances gas mileage is

patently erroneous.

The catalytic process utilized by
the converter is exothermic and
extremely high temperatures prevail

in its vicinity. This required
expensive materials and shielding, the
price of which is also extracted from
the purchaser's pocketbook.

To produce the type of fuel

required by the application of the

Why do we
To the Editor:

Why there is a need for an Equal
Rights Amendment to the
Constitution seems to be completely
in the defeat of the proposal. The
need lies in the fact that the Supreme
Court has never ruled affirmatively
that the word "persons" contained in

the 14th Amendment includes
women.

Rep. Martha Griffiths,
has said, "In 100 years, not one thing
has ever been done (for women)
under the 14th Amendment. No

woman, either plaintiff or defendant,
has ever stood before the Supreme
Court and asked for protection of
the 14th Amendment and received

it."

For those who would question
this, they will entertain the reason

over his future
splendor in his California seacoast
estat-e- , isn't exactly a poverty case.

He has drawn hundreds of
thousands of dollars from the
taxpayers to help ease the shock of
being reduced to civilian status. He

collects a $60,000 annual
presidential pension. He is attended
by aides, at an additional cost to the
taxpayers of $96,000 a yea.

Vet the former President is deeply
depressed over his finances. Close

friends say he isn't taking in enough
cash to meet his obligations. They
claim his personal bank account is

down to $500 and he has only
$2,800 left to operate the San

Clemente estate until July 1.

Even minor expenditures, such as
an eastern trip his wife is planning to
take next month, now cause a family
budget problem, a friend told us.

Nixon paid off his back taxes with
a $284,740 check which cleaned out
his cash reserves, intimates say. He

can't afford to pay an additional
$148,000 tax debt, which is no
longer collectible but which he had
promised to pay, they report.

He neglected to take out health
insurance when he left the White
House. He was stuck, therefore, with
a . $23,000 hospital bill for his

converter, petroleum refiners had to
retool their refining processes to the
tune of billions of dollars. The
consumer, here also, has to pay the
bill; hence part of the higher fuel

costs. To heap insult on injury, the
lead-fre- e fuel requires crude oil

factions and products which exist to
a lesser extent in crude oil than those
that constituted former fuels. This

results in a tragic reduction of our
total available energy supplies.

The proverbial straw was loaded
on the consumer's back recently
when the Environmental Protection
Agency publicly announced that it

had been hasty in the catalytic
converter matter. This bureaucratic
monstrosity admitted that the
converter produced, among other
objectionable projects, an intolerable
level of sulfuric acid compounds.
This agency has predicted that the
converter would be removed from
the market in about two years.

Our economy is bleeding
profusely and bur, tax dollars are

supporting such as the EPA which
has helped to 'plunge the knife.
How's that for a rip off?

William P. Chambers
10 Davy Crockett Trail

need ERA?
why there had to be an Amendment
in order for women to have the right
to vote. Had women had legal rights
under the Constitution, then we

would have automatically had the
right to vote. There wasn't an
Amendment to the Constitution
guaranteeing men the right to vote.

For the opponents of the ERA,
they might pause and reflect on the
idea that SHOULD THE SUPREME

COURT ever rule that women are
included in the 14th Amendment,
the ERA will not be necessary.

With women becoming more and
more a part of the political and
economical process, the odds are that
this ruling will come in the

future.
Marie Humphries,

220 Commonwealth Building

phlebitis treatment. He recently paid
off part of the bill with an $1 1,000
check, which left only $500 In his
personal bank account.

He had to rejuggle his San
Clemente mortgage to reduce the
payment schedule. He is left with
little more than an acre in his own
name, according to a friend. Nixon
became so desperate that he asked
his Florida crony, Bebe Rebozo, to
sell Key Biscayne houses just to pay
off the mortgage.

Another close friend confirmed
that Nixon is haunted by the
memory of his childhood poverty.
When he was a boy, his mother used
to get up before dawri to bake pies
for sale. She scrubbed, cooked and
tended furnace so she could stay at a
nursing home with an ill son.

Young Richard used to take his
turn preparing meals of canned chili,
spaghetti, pork and beans and other
cheap foods. "There were many
mornings," he has said, "when I ate
nothing for breakfast but a candy
bar."

This experience has driven Nixon
harder than most men to seek an
affluent life for his family, the friend
says.


