
Piers under a collapsed 
section of  Eggner Ferry 
Bridge are stable. And 
that’s good news for the 
nearly 3,000 drivers who 
cross the bridge daily com-
muting to work, school or 
play. It means the bridge 
can be repaired without 
complicated further work 
to stabilize three existing 
piers.

Gov. Steve Beshear 
announced Friday that 
an underwater engineer-
ing dive team found the 
crash of  a cargo ship into 
the bridge caused “no 
significant damage to the 
bridge piers.”

“This is a very positive 
step in our efforts to make 
a temporary repair that 

will allow us to restore 
traffic across Kentucky 
Lake,” said Beshear, who 
viewed the collapsed 
bridge from both the air 
and ground during a tour 
last Wednesday. 

“It kind of  boggles your 
mind, when you first see 
it,” Beshear said, after 
flying over the bridge and 
then landing on the high-
way at Fenton. He added 
that he grew up in this  
area, and had driven over 
the bridge many times. 
“I saw pictures almost 
immediately from the 
Transportation Cabinet. 
“... But to come down and 
see this it just boggles 
your mind how some-
thing like this would hap-
pen. You wouldn’t think it 
would just be a clear cut 
like it is.  

“It’s a bad situation for 
us, and obviously totally 
unexpected, but you’ve 
got to grab hold of  these 
things and go as fast as 
you can to get folks back 
on their feet.” 

The 322-foot span col-
lapsed about 8:05 p.m. 
Jan. 26 when the 8,600-ton 
MV Delta Mariner hit the 
structure cleanly shear-
ing off  the section.  

The 80-year-old span 
— first opened in July 
1932 replacing ferry ser-
vice across the Tennessee 
River — carries U.S. 68/
Ky. 80 across the lake. The 
bridge was raised in 1943 
to accommodate impound-
ment of  Kentucky Lake.

“ T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Secretary Mike Hancock 
said in a news release 
Friday that engineers “are 

still gathering informa-
tion on the bridge piers.” 
That echoes comments by 
Beshear during his visit 
that the investigation 
would take another two 
weeks (now one week).

“The engineering dive 
team found that the base 
of  the bridge structure 
is substantially sound,” 
Hancock said.

Hancock and Lt. Gov. 
Jerry Abramson toured 
the site Jan. 27 while the 
governor was attending 
a national conference 
in New York. “With the 
existing piers as a sound 
starting point, this should 
help simplify efforts to 
replaced the missing 
truss and deck section 
taken out by the ship.”

“Our job is to get this 
span open as fast as we 
can, and find ways to 
move this traffic back 
and forth,” Beshear told 
reporters with whom he 
met following his tour. 
“This is a vital artery 
down here. ... It’s a vital 
artery for commerce; its 
a vital artery for tour-
ism; it’s a vital artery 
for things like Murray 
State University with the 
students going back and 
forth. 

The state will bear the 
cost of  building a tem-
porary span, but if  Foss 
Maritime, the ship’s 
owner, is found at fault, 
it would be asked to reim-
burse the state, he said.

“...We’re moving 
aggressively and as fast 
as we can to figure out 
how to make the best out  
a bad situation,” Beshear 
said, noting there will be 
no good, fast answer to 
“the situation we are fac-
ing.”

The governor said 
determining the safety of  
the span’s remains and 
piers will determine the 
state’s options. The engi-

neer-dive team’s report 
affirmed the safety issue.

But the governor noted 
that replacing the col-
lapsed span is more com-
plicated than it sounds, 
and could require one or 
two additional temporary 
piers.

“That adds to the time 
of  how long it will take to 
get a temporary span up 
and reopened,” Beshear 
said, declining to give a 
time table now.

The governor expected 
to announce a time frame 
for construction by the 
end of  this month.

Meanwhile Beshear 
said the Transportation 
cabinet is investigating a 
ferry service. But he said 
that too is more compli-
cated than it sounds.  

Any construction, such 
as ferry landing sites on 
the lake, would require 
permits from the Coast 
Guard, the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers and 
and the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. 

There’s also the issue 
of  removing asphalt and 
bridge debris from the 
water, Beshear said.

U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield 
and U.S. Sen. Rand Paul 
have promised to expedite 
the permitting procedure, 
he said. 

Lyon County business-
man Ben Jent suggested 
the cabinet “think out 
of  the box” and consider 
multiple ferries. 

“This is an enormous 
— enormous disruption 
issue,” said Jent, who 
was accompanied by 
Lonnie Lewis,  operater 
of  a ferry on the Ohio 
River between Crittenden 
County and Cave-in-Rock, 
Ill.

“No matter how much 
ferry service we have, it 
won’t be the same but we 
want to minimize the dis-
ruption as much as we 
can,” Beshear said.

One ferry can carry 
only 500 cars a day.

WHAT THE 
ENGINEER-DIVE 

TEAM DID

The four-person inves-
tigating team contracted 
by Collins Engineers Inc. 
of  Chicago, “performed 
a detailed visual and tac-
tile examination of  the 
accessible surfaces” piers 
numbers 5, 6, and 7 near 
the impact.  

“The team, includ-
ing three engineer-div-
ers, used high resolution 
acoustic imaging equip-
ment to check for impact 
damage and also to map 
the channel bottom 
around each pier.”

The team reported the 
three piers are “in fair 
condition from the water-
line to the channel bot-
tom.”

Though the piers 
showed no significant 
damage below the water, 
the pier cap — a hori-
zontal concrete beam that 

helps support the bridge 
deck, was damaged when 
the truss span was torn 
way and will need to be 
repaired if  the truss span 
is to be replaced.”  

The team recommend-
ed the piers be closely 
monitored for rotation 
or settlement with sur-
vey methods and 3D laser 
scanning, and that anoth-
er underwater inspection 
of  the piers be conducted 
in at least two years.

NEW BRIDGES 
ALREADY 
PLANNED

During his visit last 
week, Beshear said a new 
four-lane bridge across 
Kentucky Lake and a 
similar one across Lake 
Barkley at Canton will 
be expedited. The gover-
nor’s budget sent to the 
General Assembly on Jan. 
17 contained $165 million 
toward building the $330 
million bridges scheduled 
for construction between 
2013 and 2015.

“We’re going to look at 
how we can speed that up, 
but the new bridges won’t 
be an immediate answer to 
this issue,” Beshear said. 
“Obviously I want to see 
those bridges built while 
I’m governor, and I’m gov-
ernor for four more years. 
... (The new bridges) will 
be a great gateways into 
the lake area and into the 
Purchase area.”

He said the cabinet 
considered building the 
new Eggner Ferry Bridge 
on the footprint of  the old 
one.

“But obviously that 
would mean tearing this 
bridge down, and No. 2,  
the existing footprint is 
not wide enough for the 
four-lane bridge. So that 
option was not helpful to 
us.”
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Governor at the bridge
Beshear vows fast track to find relief for commuters; 
engineering team finds no significant damage to piers

Gov. Steve Beshear, second from left, walks away from the sheared off span of Eggner Ferry Bridge. He is 
accompanied by, District 1 Engineer Jim LeFevre, left, and Trigg Judge-Executive Stan Humphries, right, 
and aide Eddie Jacobs.                                                                                         — Photo by Bobbie Foust

Gov. Steve Beshear addresses reporters and state and local authorities after 
touring the collapsed Eggner Ferry Bridge last Wednesday. He was accompanied 
by Trigg Judge-Executive Stan Humphries, left, and Marshall Judge-Executive 
Mike Miller, right.                                                        — Photo by Bobbie Foust

See also
Bridge Lawsuit
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Many thanks 
for all the visits, 

phone calls, 
cards and gifts I 
received for my 
98th Birthday. 
It’s not bad 

being old after 
all!

Alma Seeley


