
Fire of  an undeter-
mined origin gutted Neel 
Services in Kuttawa 
shortly before 7:30 p.m. 
Monday. The business is 
owned by Cecil and Liz 
Neel.

Kuttawa Fire Chief  Bill 
Compton said his depart-
ment was “paged out to 
(a report of) heavy smoke 
at Neel Services” at 7:19 
p.m.  He said the cause 
and origin of  the blaze is 
still under investigation. 

Ironically, Neel 
– assistant fire chief  
of  the Eddyville Fire 
Department – was at a 
regular fire department 
training session, said 
Eddyville Fire Chief  Josh 
Schenk. 

“I was sitting right 
next to Cecil when the 
call went out,” Schenk 

said. “He and I were actu-
ally talking to a new guy 
who was wanting to join 
the department.”

Hearing the call to Neel 
Services “hit emotional to 
both of  us,” Schenk said. 
“So we just went running 
out of  the meeting room, 
hopped in the vehicles 
and went down there.”

Schenk, Neel and Brad 
Richie were the first on 
the scene. Kuttawa and 
Princeton firefighters 
were paged out though 
Eddyville was already en 
route. 

“Our crews were at 
the station, and our first 
thoughts were to jump in 
the trucks and get down 
there to help out one of  
our own,” Schenk said. 
“We were coming down 
62 when (Richie) reported 
heavy smoke. Cecil and 
I arrived right after him 
and saw heavy black 
smoke. 

“There were vehicles 
around the outside of  
the building, and Cecil 
knew where his keys 
were inside the build-
ing,” Schenk said. “So he 
thought he could at least 
go in and get the keys to 
move those vehicles, 

but he couldn’t even 
get in to his little coun-
ter area to grab the keys 
because of  the heavy 
black smoke.”

Another firefighter 
wearing breathing appa-
ratus got the keys and 
Neel and Schenk were 
able to move the vehicles. 

 Though his own build-
ing was ablaze, Neel 
and his wife, Liz, 
assumed their roles 
as firefighters just as 
they would at any fire, 
Schenk said.
“I know it was tough,” 

said an emotional Schenk. 
“It’s hard dealing with 
your own family and Cecil 
is family, but I’m glad we 
were able to help in the 
hard times.”

Compton said it was 
difficult getting to the 
seat of  the fire, which 
was in the shop area of  
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Ky. 3305/Riley 
Road closed 
Feb. 22 only

The Kentucky 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Cabinet plans to close 
Ky. 3305/Riley Road in 
Lyon County on today 
(Wednesday). 

The closure on Ky. 
3305 is between the 
Lyon County Road 
Department garage 
at mile point 0.1 and 
Elkhorn Tavern Road 
at mile point 0.35, 
between U.S. 62 and Ky. 
93. Local access will be 
maintained for proper-
ty owners on each side 
of  the closure point.

Ky.3305 is expected to 
close at approximately 
7:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
and repoen to traffic at 
about 2  p.m.  

Motorists who regu-
larly travel this section 
of  Ky. 3305/Riley Road 
should make advance 
alternate travel plans 
for Wednesday.

Feb. 23, 6 to 9 a.m. Lee 
S. Jones Building. Ham, 
eggs, biscuits, gravy, 
juice, jelly and coffee. 
All you can eat. Tickets 
- $6 in advance $7 at the 
door. Sponsored by the 
Lyons Club. Proceeds 
go to the scholarship 
fund

HAM 
BREAKFAST

Feb. 26  Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church will 
have its second annu-
al soup cook-off  after  
morning services. $5 
per adult, children 
free.  $1 per vote for 
your favorite soup. 
Vote early.  Proceeds go 
to Relay for Life.

Fiscal court
special session
Lyon County Fiscal 

Court will meet in a 
special called session 
at 9:30 a.m. Thursday 
at the courthouse. 
Agenda items are: 
tractor purchase, 
mowing bid, proposed 
supplemental agree-
ment and resolution/
rural secondary pro-
gram funds, Lakeview 
Trail, and coroner’s 
resolution.

USE YOUR MUSCLES TO CLEAN UP LYON COUNTY !!!
Commonwealth Clean-Up Week!!!

March 17 - 24, 2012
Earn up to $500 for your Lyon County Civic, Religious or Non-Profi t Group!

Call the Lyon Judge Executive’s Offi ce at 388-7311 to learn how you can participate.  
Limited to fi rst 15 Lyon Co. Groups to register

Shoe on the other foot for long-time fire 
department members Cecil and Liz Neel 

By RAE WAGONER and 
BOBBIE FOUST
www.heraldledger.com

Cecil and Liz Neel shared a laugh on Saturday. Both 
are members of the Eddyville Fire Department. 
             -Photo by Jaime Green

Units from Caldwell County joined the Eddyville and Kuttawa Fire Departments 
as they battled the blaze at Neel Services on Monday night. 
       - Photo by Levi Holsapple

In a very different photo than the one at left, Cecil and Liz Neel watch as their 
firefighting family battles the blaze at Neel Services. 
      - Photo by Levi Holsapple

Friend and fellow first responder Lt. Jaime Green 
consoles Cecil Neel at the scene of the fire. 
   - Photo by Levi HolsappleSee NEEL on A6

Firefighters were able to experience “nearly real” 
conditions in the former ambulance building. 
    -Photo by Wade White


