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Council votes to strike
Junction from city
Whitesburg's city council,

which leaves office next month,
voted in a surprise move Tues-

day night to de-ann- the terri-

tory from Tunnel Hill to Pine
Mountain Junction.

The area was taken into the
city limits two years ago after a

bitter court fight.
Councilman Lee Moore, who

made the motion to strike the
territory from the city limits,
said he did so because it would
work a hardship on the city to
provide city services to the area.

Moore shid the city is receiv-
ing a total of about $2,200 a

year in taxes from the Junction
residents and is spending about
$1,000 a year to run a garbage
truck and patrol ar to the area.

Councilman Jack Cox cast the
only "no" vote on the motion.

City Attorney LeRoy W. Fields
said the matter will have to go
to Letcher Circuit Court for ap-

proval. Councilmen said they
did not believe residents will
protest the move.

Moore said only four house-
holds in the area have been pay-
ing the city garbage collection
tax.

Fields commented it was the
city's fault if it did not collect
taxes. Councilmen said they

Number, please?
Telephone numbers in Whites-

burg and Neon will have a "new
look" Sunday.

That's when they will get the
latest system of telephone num-
bering numerals.

It's all part of a nationwide
numbering system, said Bob

Taylor of Pikeville, district
manager for Southern Bell Tele-
phone Co.

The replacing of the old four-dig- it

numbers with the seven in
Whitesbi.rg and Neon is necessary
for two reasons, Taylor said.

First, the new numbering sys-

tem will make possible many
more number combinations, and

believe the residents should pay
taxes already due. They also
will have to pay next year's
taxes, since the
will take several months.

Melvin Adams and Jack Little,
heavy property-holde- rs in the
area, were among the spectators
at the meeting.

In other action, the council:
1. Named Dee Dawahare to

the city planning and zoning
commission, succeeding W. L.

Cooper, who moved out of the
city.

2. Appointed Dr. Ben Clark to
the city airport board.

3. Accepted the resignation of
Bill Combs from the city water
commission. (This leaves the
incoming city council without
a water board, since there was
already a vacancy and the term
of Dr. Clayton Bennett expires
next month.)

4. Heard a report from Mayor
Ferdinand Moore that a finance
expert from the state says he
does not see how Wliitesburg's
city government is doing as
much as it is with the resources
available to it.

Members of the incoming city
council were guests at the

this is important for future
growth.

Also, the seven-dig- it system is

necessary for Whitesburg and
Neon to take part eventually in
the nationwide direct distance
dialing network which will allow
telephone users to dial their own
long-distan- calls.

Taylor also pointed out that a
majority of present telephone
numbers will be changed com-

pletely. However, he said, a
new telephone directory will be
distributed with this number
change and everyone should
consult his new directory before
placing a local call.

WANT ANOTHER Yellowjackets
Stevie Stamper (left) and Jerry Coots talk over prospects for the
Whitesburg Invitational Basketball Tournament with their coach,
Don Burton, as all three eye trophies to be presented tournament
winners. The event starts Friday night at 7 with a game be-

tween Letcher and Cordia. The Jackets meet Flomlng-Neo- n in

the second game. Finals are Saturday night. (Eagle photo).

This is part of the crowd of miners that gathered Wednesday atternoon at the mine opening ol B&A

Coal Co. , in Knott County, to see if they could help in attempts to find the body of Kenny Adams

of Van, a partner in the mine. Adams was one of four men trapped beneath a roof fall Tuesday.
Bodies of the other three were removed earlier Wednesday and Adams is presumed dead. Large

groups of miners volunteered their services as soon as word of the disaster got out. This picture
was snapped for The Mountain Eagle by Shade Frazier.

Four trapped in mine
Rescue workers were still

searching today for the body of
Kenny Adams, Van, presumed
dead in the debris of a roof fall
which took the lives of three
fellow miners in a Knott County
coal mine Tuesday afternoon.

Rescue operations in the B&A

Coal Co. mine on Caudill's
Branch of Carr Creek in Knott
County were forced to halt this
afternoon so more timbers could
be installed within the mine to
help insure the safety of the
rescue workers.

They were expected to resume
when the timbers were placed,
but observers said there was no
indication when the body of Ad-

ams might be found,
Men returning to Whitesburg

today reported the mine roof
was "working alive" and con-

ditions were dangerous for res-

cue crews.
Bodies of three other miners

were discovered Wednesday
within 20 feet of the edge of the
roof fall, which covered an area
estimated to be as much as 60, --

000 square feet and 75 feet high.
Rescue workers said the posi-

tions of the bodies indicated the
men had been fleeing the mine
when they were caught by the
fall.

The three bodies removed were
those of Josh Noble, Van; Sidney
Bryant, Premium, and Ben Sex-

ton, Smithsboro.
The men were "pulling pillars"

at the time the fall occurred,
some 700 feet from the mine
entrance.

State Mine Inspector Bill
Wright of Whitesburg said the

fall occurred about noon Tues-

day.
Two other men, A. C. Mul-lin- s,

Breedings Creek, and
Bethel Hall, Isom, were able
to escape from the mine when
they heard the fall start. Dave
Craft of Smithsboro, a tram
operator, was outside the mine.

As soon as news of the disaster
spread, 'miners from Letcher,
Knott and Perry Counties quick-

ly volunteered their services for
rescue operations.

From the first, there was little
hope of finding any of the
men alive,

The first shift of rescue workers
was sent home about 9:30 p. m.
Tuesday and told to report back
the next morning. Another crew
took their places.

Cars lined the highway leading
to Hindman and the dirt road
leading to the mine, which is
accessible only by truck or jeep
in bad weather.

Bitter cold and heavy rain
plagued the men waiting outside

Yule baskets readied
The Whitesburg Ministerial

Association has announced that
Christmas baskets will be fur-

nished again this year to as many
needy and deserving families
as their funds will permit.

A Christmas Basket Committee,
composed of two members from
each church, will determine
which families are to recieve
assistance. All requests and in-

quiries should be mailed to the

the mine to see if they were
needed in the rescue work. The
crowd outside the mine number-

ed several hundred most of the
time. Miners leaving the scene
often had to wade the cold water
of the branch to reach their cars.

The bodies of Bryant and Sex-

ton were removed about noon
Wednesday. Noble's body was
discovered shortly afterward,
but could not be removed for
several hours. All three were
badly crushed.

The bodies of Sexton and Bry-

ant were brought to Craft Funer-
al Home in Whitesburg.

Sexton, who had been working
in the mine only two months,
was the father of a three -- year --

old daughter. He would have
been 23 next Jan. 13.

Services for him will be held
at 10 a. m. Friday at Smiths-
boro by the Rev. Boyd Phillips
and the Rev. Bob Sexton. The
funeral will be in the Primitive
Baptist Church.

(Continued on Page 11)

Whitesburg Ministerial Assoc-

iation. Those families who are
to receive baskets will then be
notified by mail concerning the
date of distribution, and also
the place hwere the baskets are
to be picked up. Only those
families notified by mail will
receive a basket. It is impossible
for the churches to help every
deserving family In the county,

(Continued on Page 11)


