
IT SCREAMS!

on
The Letcher County Board of

Education is making another try
to obtain bids for construction
of an addition to Kingdom Come
Elementary School within the
amount of money the board has
available.

The board voted at its Novem-
ber meeting to take bids Dec. 3
on the proposed addition. This
will be the third time the board
has received formal bids on the
project.

There's a difference this time,
however. The board has obtain-
ed permission from the state De-

partment of Education finance

Consideration by the board of
the Leslie, Knott, Letcher, Per-
ry Community Action Council
of the proposed LKLP Compre-
hensive Health Plan has been
postponed until Tuesday, as
the program's planners attempt
to complete their proposal.

Consideration of the project
had beta set for tonight. How-
ever that meeting was delayed
after the program planners de-

cided they couldn't possibly
complete their budget and

components in time to
give LKLP board members the
required three-da- y advance
notice on matters to be called
for votes.

There apparently is still some
question as to whether the
package will be finished even
by the new deadline. Project
director Ike Vanderpool was
slated to be in Lexington to --

day to get necessary dollar
figures tor a major part of
the plan, the "capitation"
scheme which calls for health
services to be provided on
the bails of so many Individ
uals per county.

At a meeting last Thursday
night in Hazard with the des-

ignated health board of the
program, Vanderpool and o-t-

planning staff members
(Continued on Page 5)

Robert Holcomb, the Pike
County coal operator who heads
Coal Operators an d Associates,
has added a new twist to the
coal severance tax issue by
proposing that such a levy be
imposed, but only on surface-mine- d

coal.
The call for the 20 cent a

ton fee surprised members of
the Interim Sub-

committee on Natural Resour-

ces. That committee also
heard angry testimony against
stripping from citizens and or-

ganizations during two days of
open hearings last week.
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officer to issue bonds to help
pay for the new building, if the
bids call for expenditures beyond
what the board already has in re-

serve.
In past biddings, the board was

limited to what it has on hand,
and it was forced to reject all
bids twice. Contractors warned
that the longer the board waits
the higher the price is likely
to be, with construction prices
rising almost daily.

Architect D. E. Perkins said
he would revise the plans as
needed and readvertise for bids
to be received Dec. 3.

It has taken several months
of negotiations for the school
board to arrive at the apparent
solution to the Kingdom Come
crisis which has occupied the
board and residents of Linefork
for most of the summer--ev- er

since it became apparent that
there was not enough money
to build the school addition at
today's contract prices. Resi-

dents of the Linefork area, in
which the school is located,
have fought for years to get
their school improved, and
they were vocal in their dis-

appointment when the bids
were not within the board's
construction budget.

The board has also authorized
Ardell Champion, one of its
members, to negotiate with
owners of property near the
Fleming Neon school for the
purchase of property to be used
as the site for a new multi-
purpose building for that school.

Store looted
Thieves looted the Holbrook

Co. General Store at Millstone
early last Friday morning and
got away with merchandise
valued at $1, 500.

Letcher County Sheriff Lewis
Hall said the thieves e ntered
the store through the front
door.

Hall said a $100 reward has
been posted for information
leading to the arrest and con-

viction of persons responsible
for the burglary.

Holcomb has in the past
roundly opposed any severance
tax at all. He has also been
a staunch defender of stripping,
the business which he himself
is in. While still defending
the practise, Holcomb did
agree that it should be taxed.
But "Imposing a new tax on
underground mines that are
already strangled by the harsh
impositions of the federal
Coal Mine Health and Safety
Act of 1969 would spell death
for most of them, " Holcomb
said.

He denounced "unthinking,
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SURFACE OPERATIONS ARE UNDER WAY at the site of the new B. C. and D. Coal Co.

in Leslie County. The mine, located just across the road from the site of a December
30 explosion killed 38 miners, is owned by cousins pf the operators of the Finley
mine, site of the disaster, and an electrician who is a former employee of the Finley Coal Co.
(Eagle photo).

New mine
The U. S. Bureau of Mines

has authorized the opening of
a new coal mine on Leslie
County's Hurricane Creek, just
several hundred yards away from
the Finley Coal Co. 15-- 1 6 mine
which exploded last December
killing 38 men.

Two of the of the
new mine are first cousins to
the operators of the fatal mine,
and a third was a worker for
the Finley Coal Co.

T. R. Mark, subdistrict man-
ager of the Bureau's Barbour
vale office, toldThe Mountain
Eagle that a preliminary per-
mit had been issued to the
new firm, B. C. & D. Coal
Co. It was granted on Novem-
ber 11, he said, and will be
expanded into a full operating
permit once "we can get un-

derground and examine con-
ditions, " The company will
be able to haul coal under its
orese nt license.

self -- proclaimed ecologists''
who would ban stripping, claim-
ing that they would cause the
coal industry to die. "Too
many (anti-strippe- rs) have
turned their backs on the poor
in their own city slums to find
objects of their professed con-

cern elsewhere, " he said.
The tax he proposed would

be divided three ways, the
operator said. The total re-

venue would be about $30
million. One --third would
go to the counties where the
stripping occurred, one -- third

(Continued on Page 19)

Tax on stripping proposed

Legislative
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opens near disaster site
Listed as president and vice

president respectively of the
new firm are Clifford Finley
of London and Dill Finley of
Manchester. Both are cousins
of Charles and Stanley Finley,
who ran the mine which blew
up last December 30. That
explosion was caused by the
illegal use of
explosives underground.

The third B. C. & D. officer
listed is Bin Cornett, who was
the chief electrician on the
second shift of the Finley op-

eration.
Dill Firtey told The Moun-

tain Eagle that " a lot of the
equipment" from the 15-1- 6

mine located across, che creek
from his new mine is being
used, including the fans. Int.
he insisted, "Charles and Stan-
ley don't have anything to do
with it (B. C. & D. ). We're
out and out a new company. "

Likewise, Mark said that
neither 's name appears any-
where in the permit applica-
tion. "This company is listed
under new names, " Mark said,
although it is possible that
the rights are being leased
from the Finley s of the pre-
vious operation.

Dill Finley told the Eagle
that he hoped he wasn't going
"to get a hard time" due to
publicity. "I've had a hard
enough time already, " he
said. He was one of several
workers at the Finley Coal
Co. who was questioned in
the disaster's aftermath by
Bureau and state mines inves-
tigators.

Dill Finley acknowledged the
possible implications which
might be drawn due to both
liis Mood and working rela --

Hons with the shattered mine
and its owners. "But we're go

15

1971 Vol. 64, No. 28

which

ing to be following the (mine
safety) law real close with
this one (the new mine), " he
said. "If we can't run it accor --

ding to the law. we're just go-

ing to quit. "

Plans call for a two-secti- on

mine, not interconnected. A

single unit will work each of
the two sections. Five entries
are planned. The operation
will be listed as B. C. & D.
Coal Co. No. 1 and No. 2.

Dill Finley stated that at the
moment 14 or 15 men are work-

ing, including some former
employees at the Finley Coal

(Continued on Page 5)

Coal miners
back at work

United Mine Workers mem-
bers in Letcher County have re-

turned to their jobs after a new
national contract between the
union and the soft-co- al was
signed over the weekend. A
spokesman at the Beth-Elkho- m

Corp. , the only unionized op-
eration in the county, said
that "the men began returning
right at 12:01 a. m. Sunday.

The contract's contents have
not yet been formally released,
pending publication in a spe-
cial issue of the "UMW Jour-
nal. " However, some pieces
of the agreement have been
learned. Indications are that
embattled union president W.
A. Tony Boyle has fulfilled
the promises he made.

The $50 daily wage will be
achieved by miners in the top
pay scale. Men now earning
$37 dally will get an immedi-
ate hike to $41. 50. That will
rise to $45. 75 next year, and
to $50 In 1973.
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