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BLONDIE

DUSTIN

PICKLES

BETWEEN FRIENDS

BABY BLUES

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM

GARFIELD

BEETLE BAILEY

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

REX MORGAN, M.D.

JUMBLE

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Across
 1 Rand McNally 

publication
 6 Where a fetus 

develops
 10 What says “Miss 

America” on Miss 
America

 14 “Grand” 
instrument

 15 Samoan capital
 16 Duo + one
 17 Cent
 18 Casual pants
 20 Ocean bottoms
 22 Depart
 23 Fishing line holder
 24 Names like Billy the 

Kid
 26 Vehicle with a 

compactor
 30 Ingredient in a 

McDonald’s Quarter 
Pounder

 31 Recreational walk
 32 Traffic problem
 35 Unsuave sort
 36 Unrefined oil
 38 Conceal
 39 Items checked by 

TSA agents
 40 Rugmaking 

apparatus
 41 Target, as with a 

gun
 42 Where one might 

witness a hit and 
run?

 45 Opposite of 
rejects

 48 Winnie-the-___
 49 Find, as a missing 

person
 50 Atomic bomb unit
 53 Fishing gear 

holder
 56 Stop, as a 

stream
 58 “What ___ be 

done?”
 59 Made a rug, e.g.
 60 Pig sounds
 61 Spot for a goatee
 62 Spots for glasses
 63 Skedaddles … or 

what 18-, 26-, 42- 
and 53-Across all 
have

Down
 1 Online store 

offering
 2 Knots
 3 Roadway division
 4 University of 

Michigan’s home
 5 Small source of 

protein
 6 Walk like a duck
 7 Magnum ___
 8 Fraction of an hr.
 9 Valise
 10 What a meteor 

looks like in the sky
 11 Zones
 12 One working out the 

lumps?
 13 Garden watering 

aids

 19 Wonderland girl
 21 Neural activity mea-

sure, for short
 24 Desertlike
 25 Book between Mark 

and John
 26 Asian desert
 27 “And giving ___, 

up the chimney he 
rose”

 28 Spanish waterways
 29 Hitchhiker’s digit
 32 Iwo ___
 33 Eve’s mate
 34 Ration (out)
 36 Price
 37 Masses of fish eggs
 38 Leave lickety-split
 40 Place to pin a tiny 

flag
 41 Numerous
 42 Summon
 43 Peaks
 44 Item resting on 

andirons
 45 Room just under a 

roof
 46 Stock market 

disaster
 47 Desert plants
 50 Transport
 51 Prefix with 

directional
 52 Zap
 54 Ram’s mate
 55 The “B” of BSA
 57 Letter add-ons, for 

short
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Dear Abby: In a few months, my 
husband’s 10-year-old twin grandchil-
dren are coming to live with us while 
their mother serves time for felony 
DUI. My husband and I are in our 60s 
and have never met them. 

We have tried to avoid contact with 
their mother because the  encounters 
were generally unpleasant. She alter-
nated between being bitter/hateful and 
desperately calling for financial help. 
She alienated her own mother, and 
it looked like the younger of her four 
children would wind up with child 
protective services if we didn’t step up 
and offer a temporary home with us.

What do we tell the kids when they 
ask why we have been absent in their 
lives? — Caught Off Guard Grandma

Dear Caught Off Guard: Be honest and 
explain to them that you weren’t around 
because their mother didn’t make you 
feel welcome. Then assure them that 
you have always loved them, that you 
are here for them now and will be in the 
future if they would like you to be.

Dear Abby: I’m 43 and have been 
hosting Thanksgiving for 19 years. My 
mother turned it over to me when I 
bought my first house because she was 
tired of doing it. We always entertain 
the same group of 12 relatives. If I 
didn’t host it, I’m afraid they’d be hurt 

and have nowhere to go. How do I 
break it to them that I am burned out? 
— Exhausted Hostess

Dear Exhausted: Ten days before 
Thanksgiving is a little late to cancel 
an annual celebration. However, it 
would be the perfect time to announce 
that after 20 years of hosting the gath-
ering, you are burned out. Therefore, 
those who have enough room should 
share the responsibility and alternate 
with you, or all of you should make 
your own arrangements.

Dear Abby: My husband and I de-
cided that when our nieces and nephews 
turned 18 we would stop giving them 
Christmas gifts. That decision worked 
out fine — until my husband’s nieces 
and nephews began turning 18. Now 
it has become an issue, particularly 
with his mother. She has made it clear 
through emails that we “have” to buy 
them gifts. We don’t have a lot of dispos-
able income. Please help us find a way 
to get through this. — Grinched In Las 
Vegas

Dear Grinched: Emails are a wonder-
ful form of communication, but when it 
comes to a discussion that involves emo-
tion, it’s time to use the old-fashioned 
telephone. You and your husband must 
call his mother and explain that buying 
gifts for the nieces and nephews on both 
sides of the family has become too much 
for you. Shame on her for pressuring.

Write Dear Abby at Dearabby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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Couple take charge of 
grandkids they’ve never met

DEAR 
ABBY

SYNDICATED 
COLUMNIST

 

More comics

For more comics, plus Sudoku 
and other puzzles and games, 
go to Kentucky.com/comics.


