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EDITORIALS

How to make school boards
more responsive to you

The Jefferson County Board
of Education and the more level-
headed of our General Assem-
blymen are agreed on two
things; the schools need more
cash Irrespective of the busing
issue and time has come to let
the school boards raise it.
In Jeffersontown last Sunday,

Sen. Lacey T. Smith made an
appeal to people to "face the
facts" about money for schools.
He was refreshing in his quiet
manner, his candor and his de-

votion to the democratic pro-

cess.
Smith's Senate Bill 206 would

give to our local school boards
the power to raise taxes, sub-

ject to a voter referendum if
seven percent of the voters de-

manded one. Under present law,
the General Assembly levies the
taxes. As a result, every two
years we go through an impres-
sive exercise in high-lev- el

buck-passin- g. The state's
school boards and teachers
lobby for more and more money,
while the lawmakers claim they
do not spend what they have
wisely. Any solution seems al-

ways to be stacked against our
urban area by lawmakers we
cannot reach with our votes.
It would be much more sensi-

ble if we did as many other

Old judge,
new judge

The disclosure in Jeffersont-
own last week that another
drunken driver case has been
mishandled should not be too
surprising. It was not so long
ago that Judge William E. Cum-

mings, now ex-Jud- ge Cum-min- gs,

was discovered trying
to put the fix on a drunken
driving arrest involving one of
his friends.
Now it has been learned one

of Cummings' last official acts
as police court Judge, before he
was voted out of office, was
to reduce a combined drunken
driving and reckless driving
charge against another local
man to reckless driving and
disorderly conduct.
Cummings now claims former

City Prosecutor Joe Pike and
the two arresting officers re-
commended the reduction. In-

terestingly, however, both
policemen deny taking part in
any such recommendation.
Curiously, Mr. Pike just can't
seem to remember the case.

So it looks as if the driver
in question never was tried on
the charge for whicK he was
arrested. And former Judge
Cummings never cared enough
about the public's interest in
the situation to ask the arresting
officers for any facts.

When newly-elect- ed Judge Ray
Ward took over, he reviewed
the case and forwarded an ab-

stract of the records to Frank-
fort, prepared somehow to show
the driver had been convicted
of drunken driving after all.
Frankfort accepted this and re-
voked the man's license.
The whole thing is most odd

and has a fragrance about it
which should not be allowed to
foul Jeffersontown's air any
longer. Nor should it be for-
gotten if the cause of justice
and the rights of the people to
be protected against drunken
drivers make a difference.
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states do let local school
boards raise their own taxes,
increasing the rate when needed
and when the voters will allow.
That way local school board
elections would mean far more
than they do now. Local school
officials would not be able to
hide behind the skirts of the
General Assembly every time
they were challenged to finance
a new program. And members
of the legislature would not have
to take the blame for problems
they are unable to solve.
As simple and sensible as this

is, Sen. Smith's proposal is in
trouble because of busing. Rep.
Robert F. Hughes, an old-sty- le

demagogue who uses a big voice
to compensate for small
thoughts, thinks Sen. Smith
wants to give the county school
board a "blank check" to buy
new buses to carry your child-
ren where you don't want them
to go. He will have none of it,
and he apparently speaks for
other legislators of limited ex-

perience such as Rep. Mark
D. O'Brien and Sen. Daisy Tha-

ler.
The trouble with Mr. Hughes

is he cannot accept the fact that

LETTERS: Some local views busing
Dear Editor:

It was with great pleasure
and admiration that I read your
fine editorial of Feb. 7 con-
cerning busing. That excellent
piece of writing contained hard
truth, common sense, and real-
ism that should joggle the con-

sciences of all white people, and
cause all of us to think again
before we take a negative stand
on busing.

Here's another thought. Why
not approach the concept with a
positive attitude? That surely
would help our children adjust
to the situation if it becomes
a reality. We all know that
children learn by example. What
sort of image do we project

He defends the

Dear Editor:
As a parent, member of the

Jeffersontown High School
PTSA, and chairman of a four-hig- h

school subcommittee on the
Minimum Foundation Study
Program for Kentucky, I would
like to register my complaint
to both the news article and
editorial in the Jan. 24, Volce-Jeffersonl- an

concerning our
school and its administration.
From the very start of the

meeting it seemed as if the
Crime Commission had a chip
on its shoulder and spent most
of the time in trying to justify
all its actions. The members
spent a great deal of time in
justifying why they were not able
to accomplish more, but very
little time in constructive,
positive advice and suggestions
for parents and teachers who
were there for that purpose.

I am not questioning the credi-
bility of Police Capt. Sam
Tucker, but I did realize vhat
his grudge was when he ye-sent- ed

what the paper classifies
as a "dramatic personal
story." He seems very bitter
toward our school system for
being expelled from school when
he was a youth, and stated that
"he would never be able to for-
give that man who wouldn't take
time to try to understand an
immature boy."
Not being able to forgive seems

to me to be in direct contrast
to his present aims. I interpret
that he thinks our entire school
system should be open to what
ever the students want to do, and
that punishment in any form
should be out of the question.
Unfortunately not all students

when a federal court tells you to
do something, you Jolly well
better do it. No loud-mouth- ed

legislator Is going to suc-
cessfully defy the court. Nor can
he accept the idea that local
voters might take from him the
legislative power he now holds
over local school financing.
Having a man of his imagina-
tion in authority over school
taxes is an insult to education.

Senator Smith's proposal is
designed to bring the taxing
power closer to the people. It
has absolutely nothing to do
with busing, in spite of Mr.
Hughes's claims. And if any-
thing these days is certain, it
is that school boards don't last
long if they raise taxes without
a very good reason. The bill
does not have to place a ceiling
on the taxes which could be
raised. The voters will see to '

it that a de facto ceiling exists. .

Whether you want integration
or not and whether you want
more spending on education or
not, SB 206 offers a chance to
make your school board
member much more responsive
to you.

on
when we remove youngsters
from public school and place
them ln private school so that
they won't have to obey the
law, or to avoid an inconven-
ience?

Think about your conversa-
tions at home. Are you, Dre-pari- ng

your children to take part
in a program that will attempt
to correct, at least partially,
a condition that exists because
of racial prejudice? Or are
you perpetuating by making de-

rogatory comments, the very
attitudes that made busing nec-
essary in the first place.

I don't look forward to busing.
I'd much prefer that my child-
ren meet members of minority
groups in their own neighbor

high school

learn proper discipline at home,
where it should be taught. The
main function of any educational
Institution is to teach; and any
time this process is disrupted
thru discipline problems, then
students that are there for the
purpose of learning are being
robbed. In all fairness to those
students who are there for a
education (and I think this would
be the majority) then the school
must be in a position to set up
guidelines, counsel, and ad-

minister discipline where it is
needed to insure the rights and
responsibilities of all students.

I know personally that Mr. Sex-

ton does not conduct himself nor
administer his job in the hard
cruel manner in which your
paper suggests. Mr. Sexton and
Mr. Hardin, as well as the
teachers and staff of our school,
spend much of their time getting
to know as many of the students
as they can; and considering
that Jeffersontown Is the fifth
largest school in Kentucky, they
do an admirable job.

In response to the last para-
graph in the editorial, I would
like to make this comment, and
this is based on talking with
teachers, and students. Yes I

was impressed with the con-
trast, but impressed only by the
dedication of Jeffersontown,
and not the Crime Commission
panel. The number of young
lives in Jeffersontown being
damaged by the acts of an insen-
sitive high school admini-
stration, as you suggest, I think
are negative. , , minus and zero.

Ed Stephens
2432 Merriwood Rd.
Jeffersontown

'Say, Harry, as long as we're gonna have busing,

how about us trying to get five or six of those

Central High School ball players bused out here?'

for
hood. However, if my children
are assigned to a distant school,
they will go with a sense of
adventure, and they'll be look-
ing for the advantages rather
than the disadvantages.

Mrs. Gwen Bryant
102 1 1 Foxboro Drive

About letters . . .

We really want your letters.
To insure timely publication, we
have two bits of advice. First, ar-

range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the meek you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We
have a mail slot in our office door
for delivery and urge you
to use it.

Second, we do not normally pub-

lish anonymous letters, form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media. .

Letters must be signed with the
name and address of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
only in unusual circumstances after
consultation with the editor. Letters
are subject to editing to avoid libel
or to fit our limited space.

Sub teacher
Dear Editor:

I must fully and totally dis-
agree with your editorial and
article concerning Jeffersont-
own High School. Your com-
ments and remarks were com-
pletely unfounded.
As a substitute teacher who

goes to many different schools,
wn ranks first in its fine

student body and excellent ad-

ministration. The adminis-
trators do discipline -- - but
fairly.

They help create an atmos-
phere of safety and respect for
the learning process. Students
usually speak freely to a sub-
stitute when they have a gripe
and these students never com-
plain about good discipline. Of-

ten students who have been
transferred into the school like
it better because they know
the "dos" and don'ts" and are
aware of the rewards and pun-
ishments that accrue from it.

If your children were in this
school I could understand your
ability to comment editorially.
However, I think you have been
misled by some of your readers
whose children have been Jus-

tifiably reprimanded and were
trying to seek revenge.

At Jeffersontown High School
they have hall bulletin board

Dear Editor:
The Board of Directors of the

Eastern Area Council, believing
that a quality education Is an
integrated education, supports
the Federal Court's Decision
regarding desegregation in An-

chorage, Louisville, and Jef-
ferson County Schools.

We realize that the Implemen-
tation of this decision will re-
quire careful and extensive
planning on the part of the school
administrations, together with
responsible and constructive
cooperation on the part of the

She explains
Dear Editor,
In response to your article

"School tax, busing talk top
legislators' breakfast." which
appeared in some editions of
your Feb. 7 issue. I would like
to comment on Mrs. Martha
Fisher's statement about,
"Those special education
classes, that do nothing but play
games, have toys to play with. .,
it's Just a mess in those special
education classes. I Just
couldn't believe my eyes. I came
home physically sick."

likes school
displays, lovely art work wall
hangings (presently masks in
the lunchroom) and office pro-

ject displays. They are all
touchable! These items are al-

lowed to beautify the school and
remain undefaced. You'd look a
long time to find another school
where these things wouldn't be
vandalized.
Truthfully, I think you have at-

tacked the wrong school and the
wrong administration and the
wrong community. The school
is producing many very fine
future Kentuckians. Don't
"knock" the discipline they
need to build character,
strength and maturity.
As a taxpayer commenting,
wn high is by far one of

the cleanest, best run, least
vandalized schools. One can't
help but feel every dime is
being well spent and accounted
for fully.

I feel my viewpoint is less
biased as my children do not
attend this county school, I am
not a regular member of the
teaching staff have no real con-
nections with the school ex-

cept to know, as a substitute
teacher, It is a great place to
spend a day.

Madelyn Grattan
4009 Manner Dale Drive

integration
citizens. It will not be easy,
but the goal of Integrated
schools is a worthy one; and,
if we work together, this goal
can be accomplished fairly and
with a minimum of inconveni-
ence to all.

The end result can be truly
democratic schools which will
best prepare our children for
life in our multi-raci- al and
multi-cultur- al woij'ld.

The Board of Directors of the
Eastern Area Council
Richard L. Heckman, President
12507 Old Henry Road.

special class
If you are such a concerned

taxpayer, why didn't you take the
time to ask the instructor to
explain why toys and games are
used? They are a very important
teaching aid. Blocks are a
common toy to the children and
parents of "normal" children
but to the handicapped it Is a
learning tool.
Mrs. Fischer do you re-

member teaching your children
that a block was red or blue?
In all probability they just
learned their colors and to
stack blocks because their mind
and fingers worked well togeth-
er. To the handicapped child this
is not the case. We will work
for months to teach a child a
red block Is red and associate
other red objects.

I am the mother of three
normal healthy boys and not
until this year when I started
to work with the handicapped
child did I realize, that you can
count and yet not be able to
count. Just because one can eay
"one, two, three," etc. does not
mean they can count "one red
block, three red blocks," etc.
They can learn to say numbers
or words but they have to learn
to associate words with objects.
You speak of games. We use

games that involve muscular
movement and It
is not at all unusual to see
teachers and aids sitting on the
floor doing the same-thing-

s the
children are doing. We teach by
doing with them.
To see a child learn to skip,

hop, Jump, or Just throw a ball
up in the air is quite an accomp-
lishment. To the 'taxpayer' of
a normal child this, is nothing,
but to the handicapped it's a time
of rejoicing.

Dolls are used but not Just for
play. They learn to button the
doll's clothes and then can but-
ton their own clothes.

Mrs, Charles Bazzell
9515 Shanna Drive
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