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The U.S. Coast Guard approved a salvage plan
Friday to remove both the cargo ship the Delta
Mariner and the section of  Eggner’s Ferry Bridge
that remains on its bow following a collision a week
ago. 

Salvage operations are expected to begin today.
Foss Maritime, owner of  the Delta Mariner, has
brought in several support vessels and salvage
equipment to assist in debris removal. 

“The Coast Guard is working closely with Foss
Maritime to ensure the safest and most efficient sal-

vage of  the ship,” said Commander Claudia Gelzer,
commanding officer of  the Coast Guard Marine
Safety Unit in Paducah. “The company is cooperat-
ing fully and bringing the appropriate resources to
bear in support of  the operation.” 

The Coast Guard has been enforcing a safety zone
from mile marker 41 to mile marker 43 on either
side of  the bridge on Kentucky Lake since Jan. 26.
The waterway was opened to commercial traffic on
Jan. 28 with speed restrictions. 

The coast guard’s Cutter Obion and a 25-foot re-
sponse boat and crew remain on site to ensure
safety of  salvage operations. 
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Coast Guard OKs salvage plan for Delta Mariner 

BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Two weeks ago Pam Foster opened a
Walmart.com page on her Internet
browser and started shopping for suit-
cases. Finding a set of  five sturdy black
ones for $100, she hit ‘Buy’ and
arranged to pick them up at the Hop-
kinsville Wal-Mart.

On Friday of  last week, she worked
her last day as a nurse at Cumberland
Hall Hospital. She started emptying
her rented house Monday morning.

She stripped all the decorations from
her walls and found people to buy her
TV and her washer and dryer. She let
her adult daughter and two sons take
nearly anything they wanted. She
packed 25 boxes with old books and
VHS tapes, stuffed animals, silverware
and dishes, papers from grade school.
She filled 10 bags with Goodwill dona-
tions — mostly clothes — and consoli-
dated her favorite photos into 10
manila envelopes.

She thought the remaining piles
would fit into her new luggage.

When she arrived at Wal-Mart on
Wednesday, an employee wheeled out a
single suitcase, maybe three feet tall
and a foot deep. Foster’s heart sank.

“Is that it?” she asked.
“Yes, they’re all in one,” the employee

said.
Back at home, she filled three more

trash bags with clothes and chose a sin-
gle envelope’s worth of  photos. Now it
all fit.

On Sunday, Foster, 50, will fly from
Nashville, Tenn., to Haiti. 

Step of faith
“People ask, ‘Have you lost your mind?’ I say, ‘No, I think I’ve found it.’”

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Pam Foster holds a Haitian boy who is suffering from a fever on a previous Haiti trip. The boy’s father killed his mother on a witch doctor’s order, Foster said.

Nurse bound for new life at Haiti orphanage
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Scott Merritt (center, left), of Foss Maritime, and Lt. Ron Easley, of the U.S. Coast Guard,
spoke at a news briefing Friday to announce the approval of the salvage plan.
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Should officials repair the collapsed section 

of Eggner’s Ferry Bridge or build a new one?

Build a new
bridge 
— 277 votes
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missing 
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— Vessel destroys bridge
— Police: Girl abandoned in day care

van
— Kentucky Lake bridge collapse:

Circumstances unclear
— Police: 11-year-old girl stabbed

with pencil at elementary school
— Driver killed in wreck 

on parkway
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Man
killed
on side
of road
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The Christian County Sheriff’s Department investigate a
van on Fidelio Road after a man was shot in the area.

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A man was shot multiple times and killed
on Fidelio Road, about a mile from Fort
Campbell Boulevard, around 8:25 p.m. Fri-
day night. 

The body was found in an area with gravel
in the road about a quarter of  a mile from a
parked van, according to Chris Miller,
spokesman for the Christian County Sher-
iff's Department. Miller said he was unsure
how many times the man had been shot. 

Details were still hazy Friday night, but
the man was with a woman at the time of
the shooting. Their relationship is unclear,
Miller said. 

Deputies are continuing to investigate the
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