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WEDNESDAY

BIGGER JACKPOTS
BETTER ODDS
MORE MILLIONAIRES
           Now $2 $40 MILLION

WEDNESDAY DRAWING

For the last time, on the front of today’s B sec-
tion, you’ll find a wild Classifieds section. Don’t
worry, your local sports coverage starts on the
back of today’s B section.

As part of Wild Wednesdays, every Wednes-
day in February, we’ll be hiding a trivia question
in the Classifieds section. Answer every ques-

tion correctly for five Wednesdays in a row, and
you’ll be entered in a drawing to win a $100 gift
card to Wal-Mart in addition to some other
great prizes. More details about the hidden triv-
ia game are on Page B1.

Also, each Wednesday it will be free to place
all Classified ads for anything less than $1,000.

Expansion approved
at Hopkinsville plant

DAVE BOUCHER | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Although nothing is definitive, Superior Graphite is exploring a possible $20 million expansion that could create 22 local jobs in Hopkinsville.

Project could create 22 new jobs; nothing’s certain
BY DAVE BOUCHER

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Hopkinsville facility was approved
last week for an expansion project that
could cost $20 million and create at
least 22 local jobs, according to the Ken-
tucky economic development and com-
pany officials.

Superior Graphite, located on Calvin
Drive, is exploring expanding opportu-
nities to use its high temperature fur-
naces, explained Steve Hargrove.
Hargrove, the complex manager for the
company’s Kentucky facility, said the
furnaces are used to purify materials.
Right now, that means taking carbon

SEE EXPANSION, PAGE A9

INSIDE:
Americans feeling better
about economic recovery
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Legislator proposes bill to ban synthetic drugs
BY RANDY PATRICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT, Ky. — A
western Kentucky law-
maker has proposed a meas-
ure that would take a
comprehensive approach to
cracking down on synthetic
drugs that simulate the ef-
fects of  marijuana, cocaine
and other natural drugs.

Rep. John Tilley, a Hop-
kinsville Democrat, spoke
about the bill at a news con-
ference Tuesday in the Capi-
tol Rotunda. Others who
spoke included other legisla-

tors, law enforcement offi-
cers, a prosecutor, the head
of  the Justice Cabinet and a
toxicology expert.

Tilley said that in 1992, the
General Assembly tried to

address the synthetic drug
problem by banning certain
formulas. Chemists got
around the law by altering
those formulas. His legisla-
tion would correct that prob-
lem by banning whole
classes of  compounds that
can be used in different
ways to create drugs.

Rather than identify a fin-
ished product, Justice Cabi-
net Secretary J. Michael
Brown said that, by banning
compounds that go into
those products, the state
would have the ability,

through the Office of  Drug
Control Policy, to get the cab-
inet to schedule the drugs as
controlled substances.

Tilley said that if  his 13-
year-old daughter could go
into a service station and
purchase something over
the counter that could kill
her, “we all have a problem.”

Speaker of  the House Greg
Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg, said
that synthetic drug abuse is a
problem that affects every
part of  the state and people
from different backgrounds.

SEE DRUGS, PAGE A9

INSIDE:
Oak Grove council

passes revised 
synthetic drug ban
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Students
improve
scores in
readiness
District’s results up
in most subjects, but 
still not at benchmarks

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Data on high school and college preparation
tests released by the Kentucky Department of  Ed-
ucation on Tuesday showed Christian County
schools scored above the state average in most
categories.

However, the district is still below most state
benchmark averages.

SEE SCORES, PAGE A12

$500K grant awarded
for building restoration

BY DAVE BOUCHER

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Money talks. 
At least, the leader of  a library restoration proj-

ect hopes a $500,000 grant will speak to others’
sense of  charity.

Jim Coursey, head of  the board for the Chris-
tian County Carnegie Library Restoration Proj-
ect, local historian William T. Turner and the
fiscal court were excited to see the state had
awarded the project such a sizeable grant.
Coursey was excited about the grant itself, but he
also thought the money would encourage others
to donate.

SEE LIBRARY, PAGE A9

Machete arrest
Florida man charged 
with robbing local Max Fuel.
News A6

Beshear pushing
initiative 

to combat cancer
NEWS A3

BENJAMIN JOUBERT | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Superintendent Brady Link talks about the Explore and Plan
test results during a media conference Tuesday afternoon at
the Christian County Board of Education office.

Hoops hysteria
Lady Tigers earn
regional victory  
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