
The discovery of a container
full of teddy bears while on a
routine trip to a local thrift

store has turned into a unique
sharing experience for a Winches-
ter family.
Daphne Stout said that her son

Landen Speck, 9, and daughter
Briana Stout, 7, were shopping
with her at CC’s Closet when the
children saw the bears and begged
her to buy them. After discussing
what they would do with them,
Daphne said she relented and
made the purchase.
“They had this whole tub of

bears with polka dots on them and
the kids said, ‘Mommy we should
buy them,’” Daphne Stout said.
“We started brainstorming, and
then they came up with the idea of
donating them. We know a little
boy in Lexington, Ashton Lovett,
that has cancer and goes over to
UK for treatment, so the kids
wanted to donate them to the hos-
pital to give to other kids that
come in for treatment, so that’s

how this all got started.”
After purchasing the first bears,

the two children wanted to get
their friends in on the fun, so they
decided to start a teddy bear drive
to see if they could get bears to
donate to children at other places
as well.

“When we got home they said, ‘I
wish my friends could give bears
too,’ and that’s how they came up
with the idea of a teddy bear drive,
and they decided they wanted to
see if they could get 600 bears to
give away,” Daphne Stout said.
“When I asked them why they

wanted to do it,
they said they
wanted to make a
lot of other kids
smile.”
Stout and her

husband, Tony,
began talking with
people to see if they
could put drop-off
boxes around town
to collect the bears.
They also talked

with the children,
Tony Stout said, and
decided the teddy
bear drive would be
a good way for the
family to share its
faith with others
while distributing
the bears.
Each bear carries

a tag that reads “Hug a bear with
love,” and the Bible verse Philippi-
ans 4:13, “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens
me.” It also has a verse on it that
reads, “If you are feeling sad, hug
me tight and you will be glad! I
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sleeponthebest.com

Proudly providing a great night’s sleep to Kentuckians
for over ten years!

                120 Stores and Growing
WINCHESTER   Across from Lowe’s  859-744-8344 

120 day
price promise

Find a lower price within 120 days of your purchase 
and we will refund 120% of the difference.* 

120 night
comfort promise

Not comfortable within 120 nights of your purchase? We’ll 
exchange your mattress for one that is right.* 

Proudly providing a great night’s sleep to Kentuckians
for over ten years!

 Owner  & UK grad

Monday – Saturday: Sunday: 12:00pm to 6:00pm

*Conditions apply to the 120 Night Comfort Promise and 120 Day Price Promise – please see store or website for details.

Sun staff  report

A wintry blast is expected
to leave up to 2 inches of
snow today, according to the
National Weather Service.
Clark County was included

in a NWS-issued winter
weather advisory Friday,
which said weather system
passing through the Ohio Val-
ley could result in hazardous
road conditions.
Most of the snow was ex-

pected to diminish by this
morning, but the advisory
was scheduled to remain in
effect until noon. The low
today is expected to be about
14 degrees.
District 7 Kentucky Trans-

portation Cabinet (KYTC)
road crews spent much of
Friday anti-icing bridges and
overpasses, according to a
news release from the de-
partment. Trucks were
loaded with equipment read-
ied for snow and ice removal.
Weather conditions are being
monitored closely by the Dis-
trict 7 Office in Lexington.
A two-shift crew will be

utilized for the roads to be
patrolled and treated contin-
uously this afternoon,
overnight and through tomor-
row morning. Contractor
trucks will be supplementing
the highway maintenance
crews, the news release
states.
District 7 personnel have

the responsibility for road-
ways in Clark, Anderson,
Bourbon, Boyle,, Fayette,
Garrard, Jessamine, Madison,
Mercer, Montgomery, Scott
and Woodford counties.
The Kentucky SAFE Patrol

— Safety Assistance for
Freeway Emergencies — op-
erates seven days a week on
Kentucky interstates and
parkways. SAFE Patrol driv-
ers are equipped with blan-
kets, shovels, reflective
cones, auto fluids and other
equipment to assist stranded
motorists. The SAFE Patrol
can be contacted at (877)
367-5982.
For traffic and travel infor-

mation inside Kentucky, dial
511, and outside Kentucky
call toll free at (866) 737-
3767. Information can also be
obtained at www.511.ky.gov.

Miss
winter?
It’s back
Snow and cold
may result
in slick roads

WEATHER

A group of Bluegrass Community and Tech-
nical College students from Winchester had
an opportunity to meet one-on-one with state
legislators Thursday in Frankfort.
While there, the 16 students also had an op-

portunity to tour the Capitol and sit in on a
meeting of the Senate Education Committee
— as well as a session of the Kentucky House
of Representatives.
While those things were interesting, most of
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Bear necessities
Winchester children spreading
happiness through teddy bears

By Bob Flynn
The Winchester Sun

BCTC students meet with state legislators
Bob Flynn
bflynn@winchestersun.com

Bluegrass Community and
Technical College President
Augusta Julian, left, listens as
student Sandra Grimes relates
problems she encountered
trying to transfer credits from
National College to Eastern
Kentucky University. Julian
accompanied a group of stu-
dents from the BCTC Win-
chester campus to Frankfort
Thursday.

HIGHER EDUCATION

By Bob Flynn
The Winchester Sun

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Some of the more than 250 teddy bears collected by Briana Stout, left and her brother Landen Speck surround them at their home on Hiawatha Trail. The
two are trying to collect 600 stuffed animals to distribute to local hospitals, nursing homes, the Clark County Homeless Shelter and other locations.

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Each bear has a card with a Bible verse and an uplifting message from Landen Speck and
Briana Stout.
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