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At the rear of  the cemetery is a
rough stone monolith standing
amongst the graves. It bears a
plaque explaining the cemetery’s
history; the headstones represent
Confederate soldiers who died dur-
ing the winter of  1861-62 while sta-
tioned at Camp Alcorn in
Hopkinsville. Most died from dis-
eases like measles, pneumonia and
typhoid fever. The monolith and
the headstones were erected in
2001 by a local chapter of  the Sons
of  Confederate Veterans. 
While the headstones pay tribute

to the soldiers, their remains are
elsewhere. Many of  the soldiers
are buried in the old Potter’s Field
area of  the cemetery, just south of
Riverside Chapel and adjacent to
the Camp Alcorn cemetery. 
Although the original burial

ground’s location is unknown, a
record of  its burial pattern still
survives. There were 227 graves

recorded in the notebook of  Con-
federate soldier Sgt. George An-
derson. Anderson’s notebook
included a layout with the names
of  soldiers and the order in which
they were buried. 
Anderson’s notebook was dis-

covered in the basement of  the
Bank of  Hopkinsville in 1899. Its
contents were reported in an arti-
cle from the Kentucky New Era
that same year. The notebook has
since disappeared again, but the
article survives, the only record of
the notebook’s contents. 
By 1886, the original burial

ground was overgrown with veg-
etation. John C. Latham, a Hop-
kinsville native and wealthy New
York banker, made a donation to
the city for a monument in mem-
ory of  the Confederate dead in
Riverside. 

Our home
anything
but boring

This week marks my seventh
month since arriving at the
Kentucky New Era, where I

have begun to transform from a
globe-trotting city girl to a com-
munity-focused country diva.
How does one

acclimatize from
five years in the
Army — sta-
tioned in balmy
Savannah, Ga.,
between business
trips to Iraq and
Afghanistan — to
working at a
newspaper in
freezing (at least
it’s freezing to
me) Kentucky? And how does a
high-heeled, city-savvy Texan
adjust to low-key western Ken-
tucky? My familiarity with
rodeos and love for the outdoors
may be my only saving graces
in a land of  “hollers” and bur-
goo.

Fighting for the fallenFighting for the fallen
Archaeologist looks to lead excavation project in Riverside Cemetery

STORY AND PHOTOS BY DENNIS O’NEIL | NEW ERA FEATURES WRITER

A stone monolith with a plaque explaining the cemetery’s history is shown.
The soldiers’ remains are elsewhere in the cemetery; 101 bodies were ex-
humed in 1886 and placed around the Latham monument. The remaining
bodies are still in the original Confederate burial ground in the cemetery’s
Potter’s Field area adjacent to Camp Alcorn Cemetery. 

The Camp Alcorn Cemetery within Riverside Cemetery is shown recently. The cemetery con-
tains close to 300 headstones memorializing Confederate soldiers who died in Hopkinsville
in the winter of 1861-62. The headstones were erected in 2001 by a local chapter of the Sons
of Confederate Veterans. 

B racing against the cold in Riverside Cemetery, one will
find the Camp Alcorn Confederate Cemetery sitting 

in serenity. A troop of leafless trees towers over close to 300
headstones, packed tightly together under the gray sky. 

Man charged with attemped murder
Fort Campbell soldier accused of shooting at vehicle while on post

BY DAVE BOUCHER
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Fort Campbell soldier has been
charged with two counts of  attempted
murder following an alleged shooting late
Saturday night on post, said Fort Camp-
bell spokesman Rick Rzepka.

Spc. Larry William Reed was appre-
hended around 3:30 a.m. Sunday after Fort
Campbell authorities were alerted to an
incident that occurred around 11:30 p.m.
Saturday, Rzepka said.
Witnesses reportedly saw Reed fire at a

vehicle, according to The Associated
Press, but Rzepka said no one was shot.

“Thank goodness no one was hurt,”
Rzepka said.
Fort Campbell police and the Army

Criminal Investigation Division partici-
pated in the arrest, Rzepka said. The in-
vestigation into what led to or transpired
during the alleged shooting is still under-
way, he said.

Reed was held Sunday at a detention fa-
cility on post. Rzepka said he will be trans-
ferred to Christian County Jail. Check
www.kentuckynewera.com for updates to
this story as more details become available.

REACH DAVE BOUCHER at 270-887-3262 
or dboucher@kentuckynewera.com. 
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Students
compete 
in archery
tournament
in Cadiz, B4

UHA girls 
triumph;
Blazers fall in
double OT, B1

SEE FALLEN, PAGE A4
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I was thrilled when I heard about a festival
devoted to ham. Even more so when I ar-
rived and found I could also shop while
enjoying the delicious smell of bacon. 

SEE SPARKLY, PAGE A5
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Trigg lawman arrested
Trigg deputy arrested Sunday 
on domestic assault charges.
LOCAL/STATE A6

Rivalry renewed
Lady Tigers pull away from 
Lady Colonels in basketball.
SPORTS B1

Martha Cavanah owns
Sweet Repeats, a consign-
ment shop on Fort Camp-
bell Boulevard. She opened
the store nine months ago. 
Cavanah previously did

most of her shopping in
consignment shops in
Clarksville, Tenn., Bowling
Green and Nashville, Tenn.,
and decided to open one
of her own. Prior to open-
ing, she worked for the U.S.
Census Bureau. 
Cavanah said there are

many advantages to shop-
ping at consignment

stores. 
“You can

find a lot
of good
bargains,”
she said.
“Instead of
paying full
price for
some-

thing, you can pay a third
or less for it.” 
The shop sells mostly

women’s clothing and ac-
cessories. Cavanah said
business has been slow
lately, but she hopes things
will improve in the spring. 
“I’m hoping that once

everyone gets their tax re-
funds, it’ll help,” she said. 
Cavanah has 150 con-

signers and splits all sales
with them 50-50. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  Contact us at 270-887-3238 or visit
kentuckynewera.com. We’ll take it from there.

WHO WE ARE: Martha Cavanah, 52, Hopkinsville

EDITOR’S NOTE:When something sparkly catches Com-
munity Editor Monica K. Smith’s eye, she’s going to tell you
about it. Her column, accompanied by a blog on Facebook,
will run in the community edition.


