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Smith said. 
Laura Ross, an attorney 

with the Kentucky League 
of Cities, said that they gen-
erally defer to city attorneys 
but that the statute, KRS 
83A.040 (9), is “gray” in 
regard to what step should 
be taken fi rst. The key to the 
process for removal is that 
the offi cial is given the op-
portunity for a public hear-
ing before the offi cial re-
moval takes place.

The understanding is that 
a public hearing is an offi -
cial proceeding that not only 
allows Powers’ to respond 
to the charges but requires 
council members to produce 
evidence and testimony, all 
with legal counsel and of-
fi cial court reporting. The 
public part of the hearing 
is only that the public is al-
lowed to attend but not to 
speak, Smith added.

Ross, however, said that 
defi ning how the public hear-
ing takes place is not clear in 
the statute. But again, she 
deferred to Smith’s opinion 
on what is necessary to com-
ply with due process.

If a vote for removal en-
sued, then Powers would 
have the right to appeal to 
the circuit court with the 
possibility of further ap-
peals taking it as far as the 
Supreme Court. Smith cited 
that the last time a mayor 
was removed from offi ce it 
took four years.

“Litigation has a life of 
its own,” Smith said. “We’re 
talking about a lot of mon-
ey.”

And the city’s insurance 
carrier cannot defend either 
party, he added. Coverage 
applies to external claims 
not internal disputes. Legal 
counsel for the mayor and 
the city council members 
would be at their own ex-
pense.

Baierlein said the memo 
could easily be converted 
into charges but that doing 
it during an open meeting 
is the only way he would be 
willing to proceed.

“I’ve already been accused 
of violating the Open Meet-
ings Act,” Baierlein said.

“Without charges and 
specifi cations on the table, 
you don’t have a basis,” 
Smith reiterated.

“This is why removal of 
any offi cer is so diffi cult,” 
Councilmember Maggie 
Mick said. “It’s very serious. 

It cannot be taken lightly.”
Still council members did 

not get into detail about their 
grievances before a packed 
city chamber of mixed sup-
port. That’s why their next 
step would be a public hear-
ing where details of the alle-
gations would be made pub-
lic and Powers could defend 
her motives. 

Holton Howard and Gail 
Eden both spoke in favor of 
Powers with Howard adding, 
“I think she’s doing a won-
derful job.” 

Howard said that witness-
ing Monday night’s meet-
ing encouraged him that the 
council and the mayor can 
work together.

But working together has 
not been the issue, Coun-
cilman Brandon McGlone 
said. The council only came 
out with the memo describ-
ing the problems and asking 
her to resign when it became 
apparent they had no other 
choice.

“The issues we outlined 
were not issues where we 
said we will not work with 
[the mayor],” he said. “We 
tried. She acted in her own 
interest.”

David Wilson, a local 
farmer who has been in-
volved in local governmen-
tal issues for years from the 
standpoint of a citizen, said, 
“The mayor’s job is to imple-
ment the decisions of the 
city council. She doesn’t be-
lieve that. She won’t believe 
that next year.”

Another farmer Larry 
Schwartz, a county resident 
for 16 years with a degree 
in political science, believes 
that despite Powers’ incapac-
ity issues, the local govern-
ment will go on. Although 
some of the charges claimed 
by council members are ma-
jor issues, most he called 
“minutia. 

“ The people of this 
town elected this may-
or,” Schwartz said. “They 
spoke…Work within that 
framework and make it work 
for this town and this coun-
ty.”

Mick brought up the nega-
tive perception by surround-
ing communities, even state-
wide, due to the controversy 
that is adversely affecting 
economic development. 
With her husband Nathan 
Mick (R) running for state 
representative in the May 
primary and currently serv-
ing as the county’s economic 

development director, she 
said the impact is noticeable 
and that everywhere they go 
people are talking about it.

McGlone doesn’t believe 
that is a good enough reason 
to drop it.

“Do you sit back and con-
tinually allow things to hap-
pen,” McGlone said. “Are 
the things that have hap-
pened under this administra-
tion something we can move 
on from.”

Every council member 
agrees with the points ad-
dressed in the memo that 
many Powers’ supporters 
describe as mistakes made 
while learning the job, in-
cluding Mick who did not 
sign it. 

“I support the content of 
the memo,” Mick said. “I’ve 
seen major infractions done 
by this leadership.”

Even long-standing fam-
ily friend and Councilman 
Chris Davis who described 
the action taken against 
Powers as the hardest thing 
he has ever been through in 
his life other than losing his 
father in death, fi nds Powers 
lacking.

“This is not a personal is-
sue,” Davis said. “We really 
care for this community. We 
work hard for you.”

Powers spoke up as well 
saying that she couldn’t see 
any reason why the two sides 
can’t work together.

“I have not had any one of 
you come to my offi ce,” she 
said. “I have no help but me. 
Some of the employees, we 
don’t get along.

“I’ve done the best I can 
do. I’m not the smartest per-
son in the world.”

Baierlein took issue say-
ing, “We work during the 
day. When we call, you don’t 
answer. When we e-mail, it 
takes months to answer.”

Still she said that she loves 
the job and that she gave up 
her state retirement to serve 
the community as Mayor.

One resident asked what 
will happen now. With a 
public hearing, she believes 
everything would be clear. 
Held at bay by Smith’s legal 
procedural advice, no meet-
ings were scheduled.

“I’m inclined to listen to 
our city attorney,” Baierlein 
said on Tuesday. “I have no 
problem with taking one 
more step and listing formal 
charges…Hopefully we can 
have resolution soon.”

local county emergency-
management and insurance 
provider.

“Documenting property 
damage can save you time 
and money in addition to 
making

your insurance claim 
process smoother and 
quicker,” The Garrard 
County EMA announced 
over the weekend. 
“Consumers with questions 
about an insurance claim 
process or those who have 
not been able to reach 
anyone from their insurer 
should call the Department 
of Insurance toll-free 
number at 800-595-6053 
for assistance.”

Hatfield said that 
teams surveying public 
infrastructure concluded 
that the storms caused 
around $15,000 to $20,000 
worth of damage, but 
did not meet the federal 
requirement to receive 
assistance. Judge Executive 
John Wilson permitted 
Hatfield to declare an 
emergency for individual 
assistance on Monday. 

“There is well over 
$100,000 to individuals as 
far as their vehicles and 
homes,” Hatfield said. “It 
is pretty set in stone as far 
as public damage but you 
never know what FEMA 
will do when it comes 
to individual damage. 
Sometimes they will bring 
counties in and sometimes 
they don’t. We will just 
have to wait and see.”

Kentucky Emergency 
Management will be 
issuing guidance on how 
to help our fellow citizens.

KSP posts and 
headquarters will serve 
as designated drop-off 
sites for items needed in 
devastated communities. 
The need has arisen for 
a reputable location where 
citizens feel comfortable 
leaving donations, knowing 
they will reach the people 
in most need.  This will 
also limit the number of 
people traveling into these 
stricken areas (to deliver 
items) allowing first 
responders more access to 
people in need.

Items will be evenly 
distributed to all 
communities impacted.   
Collection of items will 
be starting tomorrow and 
will continue through 
Sunday, March 10.  
Monetary donations are 
not encouraged through 
the KSP.  Anyone who 
wishes to contribute 
monetarily should contact 
an organization such as the 
Red Cross. 

Before You 
Donate

The Lexington Division 
of Emergency Management 
along with Kentucky 
Emergency Management is 
asking citizens to wait before 
donating any goods, used 
clothing or other materials 
for the victims of the recent 
tornadoes and severe storms.

Many charitable, church 
and service organizations 
are already in the stricken 
areas providing shelter, food 
and temporary housing for 
people in need. It is those 
organizations who need 
financial assistance to 
provide the necessary basics 
of life so people can start 
the recovery and rebuilding 
process.

In Lexington, the 
American Red Cross 
is accepting donations 
through its website, 
www.redcrosslexky.org. 
Donations to the Red Cross 
Bluegrass Chapter can also 
be made at any Central Bank 
or Fifth Third Bank branch 
in central Kentucky. 

A list of other organizations 
accepting donations for 
Kentucky tornado victim 
relief is available on the 
Kentucky Emergency 
Management website. Please 
visit kyem.ky.gov and click 
on the tab marked Donations/
Volunteers. 

The Christian Appalachian 
Project in Lexington 
is accepting donations 
of certain items. CAP 
volunteers will be accepting 
the following items at their 
donation trailer which is 
located at the WalMart in 
the Hamburg Pavillion 
shopping area in Lexington, 
located at Winchester Road 
and I-75. The most needed 
items include: Cleaning 
supplies, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, blankets, canned 
food, bottled water, paper 
plates and eating utensils, 
disposable diapers and toilet 
paper. Citizens are asked 
not to bring used clothing or 
perishable food items. 

Donations will be accepted 
from noon to 7 p.m. today 
through Saturday, March 10. 

Attorney General 
Warns Of Fraud 

From Those 
Seeking Profit 

From The Storms

Attorney General Jack 
Conway is putting Kentucky 
businesses on notice that 
price-gouging will not be 
tolerated in the wake of last 
week’s deadly tornadoes. At 
General Conway’s request, 
Gov. Steve Beshear signed 

a consumer protection 
executive order over the 
weekend to implement 
Kentucky’s price-gouging 
laws statewide as of Friday, 
March 2, 2012.

The executive order 
empowers the Attorney 
General to investigate and 
prosecute, where appropriate, 
those who sell gasoline, 
generators, building supplies, 
chain saws, hotel rooms and 
other necessary goods and 
services at a price that is 
“grossly in excess” of the 
pre-declaration price.

“My thoughts and prayers 
are with the many families 
and communities in Kentucky 
affected by Friday’s historic 
tornadoes,” General Conway 
said. “As the difficult clean-
up begins, I want to ensure 
that those who are suffering 
are not victimized again by 
unscrupulous businesses. 
My office stands ready to 
investigate and prosecute 
anyone who seeks excessive 
profits during this time of 
emergency.”

The emergency order 
issued by Gov. Beshear will 
remain in effect for 30 days.

“As Kentucky continues 
to recover from the severe 
damage of last week’s 
storms, it’s important our 
citizens have the protection 
necessary to rebuild their 
lives and homes without 
fear of price gouging,” Gov. 
Beshear said. “The consumer 
protection executive order 
I signed on Friday gives 
them that added protection 
and sends a signal that we 
won’t tolerate any deceitful 
business activity during this 
critical time.”

Attorney General Conway 
also warns consumers that 
scam artists and fly-by-night 
contractors may also try to 
prey on their misfortune. 
Consumers who need storm 
repair or clean up services 
should follow these tips.

• Never pay in advance for repair 
work or materials. Scam artists 
often take advance payments from 
consumers and never return to 
complete the work. If an advance is 
needed to purchase materials, offer 
to purchase the materials yourself;

• Use local, reputable 
contractors for repairs, if possible. 
If local contractors bring in out-
of-town workers, ask who will be 
responsible for their work if it is not 
satisfactory.

• Ask if the contractor is licensed, 
bonded (if required by the city or 
county), and insured.

• Check unknown companies out 
with the Better Business Bureau 
(Louisville/Western KY 1-800-
388-2222; Lexington/Eastern KY 
1-800-866-6668; Cincinnati BBB 
for residents in Boone, Kenton 
and Campbell counties 1-800-
471-3015) or call the Consumer 
Protection Division 502-696-5466 
to see if information is available 
about the company.

• Demand a written contract. 
If possible, get estimates from 
several contractors.

• Be suspicious of unfamiliar, 
out-of-state vehicles and those who 
offer repair work at unreasonably 
low prices. Contact local law 
enforcement about your suspicions.

City 
Business

In light of the recent storm 
damage in Kentucky, Coun-
cilman Bret Baierlein made 
the motion to allow city 
employees with experience 
in operating heavy equip-
ment be given the oppor-
tunity to help. The motion, 
which passed unanimously, 
authorizes three days of paid 
leave for any employee that 
chooses to volunteer with 
stipulations. Only one city 
employee at a time with su-
pervisory approval would be 
allowed to go.

The water-rate increase of 
2.96 percent along with the 
cost of living became offi -
cial with the passage of the 
second reading of the ordi-
nance. Residential custom-
ers will now pay a minimum 
of $10.19 for the fi rst 1,000 
gallons used, an increase of 
.29 cents. Meter test fees 
increased to $85 and meter-
tampering fees to $100. Sew-
er rates remain at $6.74 for 
every 1,000 gallons of water 
used.

The street sign inventory 
has been completed with 
Maintenance Supervisor Sta-
cy Grow recommending that 
the city begin the replace-
ment project this year with 

stop signs, next year with 
speed-limit signs and the fol-
lowing year all others. Speed 
bump signs can be removed 
along with misplaced No-
Truck Parking signs. Coun-
cil members recommended 
to Grow that he should take 
the sign replacement project 
into consideration as he pre-
pares his department’s bud-
get for the upcoming fi scal 
year beginning July 1. The 
sign-replacement project is 
an outgrowth of the Federal 
Highway Administration’s 
requirement to maintain 
minimum levels of  retro-
refl ectivity. All signs must 
meet those standards by 
2018, Grow reported.

Council members agreed 
to close Catlin Lane, a street 
listed in the plat across from 
McDonald’s that Lancaster 
Church of the Nazarene re-
cently purchased to construct 
a new building. With the 
street placed right where the 
church is to be built, fi nanc-
ing has been delayed until 
the deed included the land 
originally intended for the 
street.

Chief of Police Rodney 
Kidd reported his depart-
ment’s activity for the month 
of February including 13 
accidents, 12 alarms, 14 
domestic disputes and 103 
traffi c stops. The increase in 
traffi c stops is due to expira-
tion in vehicle registration, 

Kidd explained. If motorists 
are cited now, they can be 
taken care of with renew-
als and no extra fees. If the 
registration goes beyond 120 
days, those cited would have 
to pay fi nes and court costs. 
Kidd reported that Ryan 
Hughes will be attending the 
police academy beginning on 
April 2 and that Offi cer Will 
Lake will remain either off 
or scheduled for light duty 
following his second shoul-
der surgery on March 12. In 
a block, council members 
gave Kidd the green light to 
proceed with applications for 
four separate grants. The fi rst 
will give him $4,400 to buy 
body armor. The second, also 
100 percent funded, will give 
him $10,787 to purchase 
patrol rifl es, a weapon that 
better equips offi cers faced 
with today’s gun-wielding 
criminals. The third grant 
would help with the pur-
chase of DUI enforcement 
equipment and the fourth 
which requires a 25 percent 
match by the city, $1,700, 
would also be used to buy 
DUI enforcement equipment 
including the in-car prelimi-
nary breath machines. Coun-
cil members did table any 
action that would give Kidd 
the go ahead  to sell the 2008 
Expedition for $16,000 and 
purchase two new cruisers at 
a cost of $26,470 each, street 
ready, until the budget meet-

ings begin next week. Kidd 
also recommended the city 
get back into a program that 
would replace three cruisers 
every fi ve years. 

Fire Chief Richard Sebas-
tian asked that council mem-
bers allow a revision of the 
city’s burn ordinance, includ-
ing fi nes and a way to enforce 
the code. The council can 
grant Sebastian enforcement 
authority in regard to burning 
violations, Kidd told council 
members, but the council 
decided to delay action until 
Sebastian can research how 
similar cities handle their vi-
olations and what fi nes they 
enforce. Chief Sebastian also 
reported Lancaster Fire and 
Rescue’s February activity, 
including three house fi res, 
two electrical problems in 
residents’ homes, two acci-
dents with one extrication, 
assistance for EMS on two 
occasions, four-natural gas 
leaks, one smoke investiga-
tion, four lock outs, three 
fi re alarms and two rapid-
intervention team runs. The 
LPD also conducted two fi re-
prevention classes during the 
month.

Two sealed bids offering 
administrative services to 
the city for the $2.5 million 
EDA grant were opened with 
approval given to Hunter 
Consulting for $20,000. The 
only other bid submitted was 

from Bell Engineering for 
$50,000.

Probation and Parole, lo-
cated in a portion of the city 
owned Billy C. Moss Mu-
nicipal Center, will host an 
open house on Friday March 
9, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
area was recently renovated 
to meet the specifi cations of 
the state and carries an eight-
year contract with it. Council 
members recommended that 
Powers should proceed with 
trying to rent the remain-
ing space and should seek 
Economic Director Nathan 
Mick’s advice.

Garrard County Relay for 
Life is scheduled for June 29 
this year. The event that rais-
es money for cancer research 
will be held on the town 
square this year. Council 
members recommended that 
Chief Kidd prepare a form 
for organizations wishing 
to host events on the square 
to avoid any cross over in 
scheduling.

A second reading of the 
synthetic drug ordinance was 
passed unanimously.

Repairing of pot holes will 
begin as soon as black top is 
available, around mid-April.

Councilman Jessie Wag-
oner was not present.

The next regular monthly 
meeting will be April 2, 7 
p.m. at city hall.

 
 

(From Front)

Council Continues 
Discussing Mayor’s Removal

Storm Information
(From Front)

To Donate
Locally

Lancaster United 
Methodist Church

If anyone has anything 
they would like to donate 
for West Libery/Johnson 
County, the Lancaster 
United Methodist Church 
will be accepting items by 
Thursday night. According 
to Byron Teater, they are 
making a trip up there on 
Friday. They need canned 
food, bottled water, clothes 
all sizes and gender coats. 
Please help!

Little Butterfl y 
Bowtique

The Little Butterfl y Bow-
tique, 117 South Campbell 
is accepting items to take 
to storm damaged Saly-
ersville and surrounding 
areas.  

Sarah Ousley and her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Vickers, owners of The Lit-
tle Butterfl y Bowtique are 
from Macgoffi n County.


