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The regular March city-
council meeting, a continu-
ation of the special-called 
meeting held in the old Gar-
rard County Courthouse two 
weeks ago in regard to a dis-
cussion on leadership issues 
under fi rst-term Mayor Bren-
da Powers, again resulted in 
no action.

Following about an hour 
and a half of discussion be-
tween council members and 
the public, Bret Baierlein, 
although declining to go as 
far as asking for Powers’ re-
moval, did enter a motion to 
proceed with a public hear-
ing. 

“This council has to make 
some sort of decision as to 
whether the process moves 
forward,” Baierlein said.

But that’s as far as it went. 
City Attorney Leonard Smith 
advised council members 
that proceeding without of-
fi cial charges would be out 
of order.

“I see it all as a dead is-
sue,” Smith said. “…Charges 
have not been served on the 
mayor by due process yet.”

Smith explained that 
charges must be specifi ed 
and that the memo outlin-
ing the council’s grievances 
against the mayor would 
not cut it. Although coun-
cil members agreed that the 
memo clearly defi nes the is-
sues lacking in Mayor Pow-
ers’ administration, includ-
ing 21 specifi c reasons that 
fall under the categories of 
willful neglect of duties, 
misconduct and incapacity, it 
asked for her resignation and 
did not offi cially charge her. 
That step must be taken fi rst, 

City Attorney Advises 
Council To Present 
Formal Charges 
Before Proceeding 
With Mayor’s Removal
Memorandum 
Not Enough

By Pattie Cox
pcox@garrardcentralrecord.com

A day-long search, after 
a Garrard County man went 
missing on Friday afternoon, 
ended in the worst possible 
conclusion as members of 
the Camp Dick Fire Depart-
ment and Garrard Search and 
Rescue, as well as the Boyle 
County and Bluegrass search 
and rescue teams, pulled his 
body from Lake Herrington.

James Obradovich, 62, was 
pronounced dead at 1:50 p.m. 
near his home at 1133 Bry-
ants Camp Road. He was last 
seen alive by his wife, Ber-
nice Obradovich at around 
2 p.m. on Friday afternoon 
working in their backyard, 
according to Garrard County 
Coroner Daryl Hodge. She 
called 911 around 4 p.m. 
when she couldn’t locate her 
husband and boats were in 
the water by 6 p.m. search-
ing. Boats searched until 
2:30 a.m. Saturday morn-
ing and were put back in the 

water at 
a r o u n d 
10 a.m. 
later that 
morning.

“ Y o u 
could see 
the lake 
from his 
k i t c h e n 
window,” 
Hodge said. “After the autop-
sy report, done in Louisville, 
was returned it was found 
that he had suffered a heart 
attack and fell off of an em-
bankment. He had multiple 
fractures and then drowned.” 

Hodge said that the death 
was not attributed to the 
harsh weather of Friday eve-
ning. 

Obradovich was a former 
baseball player for the Min-
nesota Twins, Atlanta Braves 
and Houston Astros as well 
as the Mexican League. He 
was also an Army veteran. 

A full obituary can be 
found on A-2.

Garrard Man Drowns 
In Herrington Lake

By Ted Cox
tcox@garrardcentralrecord.com

Though golf ball size 
hail pelted the northern 
facing sides of more than 
70 homes in the Paint 
Lick and Cartersville 
areas, Garrard escaped the 
deadly tornado outbreak of 
last Friday relatively well 
when compared to other 
areas in the state.

Violent storms ripped 
through northern and 
eastern Kentucky around 
dusk Friday. Small 
communities across 
Kentucky seemed to bear 
the brunt of the storm 
front, which spawned 
tornadoes from the Gulf 
Coast into Virginia and 
north to Indiana and Ohio, 
killing at least 19 people 
and injuring more than 300 
across the state.

“There were eight 
tornado warnings issued 
for Garrard County that 
night,” Garrard County 
EMA Director Wendell 
Hatfield said. “Just about 
the whole county got some 
kind of hail or wind but it 
seemed that most of the 
damage was concentrated 
to the Paint Lick area. I 
think that we dodged a 
bullet several times.”

As Garrard countians 
begin cleaning up after 
the storm, officials urge 
those who have suffered 
property damage to 
photograph the damage, 
save any repair receipts 
and report damages to the 

Garrard 
Fairs Well 
In Friday 
Tornado 
Outbreak

Paint Lick And Cartersville 
Areas Suffer Heavy Hail Damage

James Obradovich

The $11.9 million Gar-
rard County Judicial Cen-
ter, funded by the Kentucky 
Administrative Offi ce of the 
Courts, reached completion 
last month and opened its 
doors for regular daily use. 
Last Thursday more than 
400 people from around the 
county, region and state gath-
ered at the newly completely 
building for the dedication 
ceremony.

The dedication concluded 
a process begun when the 
Kentucky General Assembly 
authorized it in 2006 and ap-
proved its funding in 2008.

“It is a privilege to cel-
ebrate with the people of 

Garrard County as they dedi-
cate this outstanding new 
justice center,” Chief Justice 
of Kentucky John D. Minton 
Jr. said. “Since the early days 
of the Commonwealth, Ken-
tucky courthouses have held 
a special place as the center 
of our communities.” 

Minton, a special guest 
along with Justice Dan-
iel Ventors, Judge Michael 
Caperton, Judge James 
H. Lambert, Family Court 
Judge C. Michael Dixon and 
Judge Janet C. Booth, spoke 
highly of both the design and 
construction of the building.

“The Garrard County 

Judicial Center 
Dedication Draws 

A Crowd Of 
More Than 400

By Ted Cox
tcox@garrardcentralrecord.com
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More than 400 people from around the county, region and state gathered at the newly completed building for the dedication ceremony. Chief Justice of 

Kentucky John D. Minton Jr. was on hand to serve as a speaker for the event. “What a gorgeous day for Lancaster to be the center of the universe,” Minton said.

A Tree was blown down at Alice Ray’s home 
on Maple Avenue in Lancaster tearing the front 
porch off.

Hail As Big As Golf-Ball 

fell Friday evening at Dana Carrier’s home in Paint Lick.  Photo Submitted by Carrier.

Other residences in the Paint Lick and Carters-
ville area suffered similar damage. The Garrard 
County EMA reports that more than 70 homes in 
southern Garrard have been damaged.

Businesses in Paint Lick, included the Friends of Paint Lick building, the Family Clinic (center) and the Outpost (left) and Paint Lick Church of 
God (right) were damaged from hail during Friday’s storm, leaving behind broken windows and Swiss-cheese appearance to siding and paint on the 
northern facing side of the buildings.

DAYLIGHT SAVING 
TIME BEGINS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11TH

Move Your Clocks Ahead One Hour 
Before Retiring Saturday Night

FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH

11 AM - 2 PM

PROBATION & 
PAROLE OFFICE 

Billy C. Moss 
Municipal Center

By Ted Cox
tcox@garrardcentralrecord.com


