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Schools
increase
tax rates
By STEPHANIE MOJICA

smojica@amnews.com

Danville and Boyle
County residents who own
real estate will soon start
paying a little more property
tax to help offset funding
shortages for the public
schools.

On Monday, Danville
Board of Education ap-
proved a modest property
tax increase; on Aug. 16,
Boyle County Board of Edu-
cation approved a similar tax
increase.

In Danville, anyone who
owns real estate will pay a
tax rate of 79.9 cents per
$100, said Finance Officer
Joy Campbell. Basically,
someone who owns a
$100,000 house will pay an
extra $1.75 per month or $21
per year.

“It’s the price of a McDon-
ald’s latte,” Campbell said of
the monthly amount.

In Boyle County, anyone
who owns real estate will pay
a rate of 60.9 cents per $100,
said Superintendent Mike
LaFavers. at means some-
one who owns a $100,000
house in the county will pay
an extra $23 per year.

ough it was an option,
neither school district in-
creased motor vehicle taxes.

“We understand the stress
each tax increase puts on
families,” LaFavers said. “But
the same reasons we need to
increase taxes are the same
reasons that families really
need tax rates to stay the
same. Unfortunately, in this
economy everything is cost-
ing more.”

e state and federal gov-
ernments have reduced their
financial support to all Ken-
tucky school districts, in-
cluding Danville and Boyle.
Some funding issued to dis-
tricts for 2012-13 is identical
to funding for 2007-08. 

However, the cost of
diesel fuel has doubled since
2008 even though Boyle
County has not added any
bus routes. Student insur-
ance rates have quadrupled,
LaFavers said.

“We’re trying to keep our
school system striving to-
ward excellence, and the
only way we could do that
was to slightly increase tax
rates,” Campbell said.

As a result of the in-
creased rates, Danville and
Boyle County each expect to
generate about $240,000 of
additional revenue for the
school systems.

Salary cap raised for sheriff’s dept.
By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

Boyle County Fiscal
Court hasn’t granted fund-
ing for the additional patrol
deputies Sheriff Marty El-
liott has been hoping for,
but it did give the sheriff
some room to add court se-
curity staff Tuesday by in-
creasing the department’s
salary cap.

e Fiscal Court voted
unanimously to raise the
salary cap by $45,000 to
$567,000. e cap is the
maximum amount a consti-
tutional officer can spend
on full- and part-time

wages, as well as overtime
and fringe benefits.

Judge-Executive Harold
McKinney said the amount
didn’t represent an increase
in county funding for the
sheriff’s department. How-
ever, he said it did open the
door for the department to
receive additional funding

from the Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts for bailiffs.

e positions of fee man-
ager and tax manager,
which had been part of the
county’s general fund
budget, were moved into
the sheriff’s budget this year
and also count against the
salary cap.

“is gets us where we
need to be with (the salary
cap), and it allows Sheriff
Elliott some more flexibil-
ity,” McKinney said. “I think
it’s a good indication the
sheriff and the Fiscal Court
are working together.”

Elliott was accompany-
ing an inmate for a medical
visit and was not at Tues-
day’s meeting.

During a Fiscal Court
meeting earlier this month,
Elliott clarified statements
he made in July about the
department’s patrol
strength being at the same
level as it was in 1985. Al-
though there are 19 non-of-

fice positions in the depart-
ment, he pointed out that
most of those are not full-
time or certified, leaving
only five deputies to work
patrol.

McKinney has said the
sheriff’s budget for the de-
partment has actually
grown faster than the
county’s general fund
budget and urged more ef-
fective management of the
roughly $1 million available
for operations in the de-
partment. He said there are
still no plans to increase the
sheriff’s budget.

Two arrested,
two sought
in attempted
break-in

By STEPHANIE MOJICA

smojica@amnews.com

Two Lexington men
were arrested Tuesday for
allegedly trying to break
into a Danville residence,
police said.

About 2 a.m., Danville
police responded to a call
that four men were trying
to force their way into a
Chestnut Street home
without invitation, said
Police Chief Tony Gray. 

When officers arrived,
two suspects had fled the
scene. Police arrested
Rashad E. Buster, 24, of
1686 Hill View Place in
Lexington; and Martae-
vio D. Buster, 27, of 69
Deal Drive in Lexington.

Both men were being
held in Boyle County De-
tention Center on
charges of felony second-
degree burglary. A con-
viction could net each
man five to 10 years in-
carceration. 

Martaevio Buster is
also charged with misde-
meanor public alcohol
intoxication. Each man’s
release requires a $35,000
bond.

Gray said police are
working on several good
leads and hope to appre-
hend the other two sus-
pects soon. He declined
to release any descrip-
tion information for the
two people who were al-
legedly with the Busters.

Three nominated for Casey judgeship
By TODD KLEFFMAN

tkleffman@amnews.com

LIBERTY — Gov. Steve
Beshear finally got three
names to choose from in se-
lecting a replacement for
former Casey Circuit Judge
James Weddle last week,
but it’s not clear if an ap-
pointment will be made be-
fore the November election.

e judicial nominating
committee that serves the
29th Judicial District on Fri-
day forwarded to the gover-
nor two names that will be
on the ballot on Nov. 6 —
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Brian Wright and Columbia
attorney Judy Vance —

along with Liberty attorney
Jerry Foster, to be consid-
ered as a replacement for
Weddle, who died in April.

Beshear has 60 days — or
until Oct. 24, just 12 days

before the election — to
make the appointment. 

If the governor fails to ap-
point anyone, the task falls
to Chief Justice John
Minton, who would be un-

likely to put someone in the
judge’s chair right before
the people vote to fill the
position.

“We really don’t know
what’s going to happen. We
could hear something this
week, or he might not make
an appointment at all,”
Vance said Tuesday. 

Both Vance and Wright
said they would prefer
Beshear act quickly, and
both said they would like
the appointment, though
Wright said, “I don’t know
that it’s practical for him to
do it so close to the elec-
tion.”

Brian Wright Judy Vance
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“I think it is a good indication the sheriff and 
the Fiscal Court are working together.”

Judge-Executive Harold McKinney

Danville firefighter Dan White,
above, flushes and tests a fire 
hydrant Tuesday on Stanford 
Avenue while Battalion Chief
Walter Gehlhausen, left, writes
down the results. Firefighters are
conducting their annual fall 
hydrant testing to check for
water pressure and flow.
To view a schedule, visit the
Danville Fire Department 
Facebook page at
http://www.facebook.com/
DanvilleFireDepartment. 

Clay Jackson/
cjackson@amnews.com
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