
By EUGENIA LAST
Happy birthday for April 23, 2012: Uncer-

tainty will cloud your decisions if you don’t ask
questions and discuss possibilities. The more
upfront you are about your goals, the easier it
will be to stay on track. Exercise your right to
an opinion, and be wary of unpredictable or
impulsive people. Take a practical approach
and choose quality over quantity. Your num-
bers are 3, 15, 18, 23, 26, 31, 40.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 

Don’t get flustered if someone tries to bully
you. Stand your ground and use experience to
outsmart and outmaneuver anyone who stands
in your way. Your courage and knowledge will
far surpass anyone you encounter. Face a chal-
lenge head-on. ��� (out of five)
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Use your imagination and delve into projects
that are unusual or geared toward helping oth-
ers, but don’t let anyone take advantage of you
emotionally. If you are clear about what you are
willing to contribute, you will stay in control.
���
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

An empty promise will cost you. Unless you
have something in writing, you must be practi-
cal and act on what you know is factual. There
will be greater returns if you invest in the skills,
talents and services you have to offer. ���
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Refrain from changing your mind. You’ll be
viewed as unpredictable if you cannot make a
decision and stick to it. Focus on what you can
do to solve problems instead of creating more.
A short business trip will bring high returns.
����
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Don’t wait for someone else to do the work.
If you want to make an impression, you have to
be the one responsible for what gets done. “Too
little, too late” will be what stands between you
and your dreams, hopes and wishes. ��
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Problems regarding work and employment
will develop if you appear to be unstable and
emotional about the changes going on around
you. Concentrate on doing the best job possible
and keeping your distance from gossips and
rumormongers. ��
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Let your intuition guide you when it comes
to the way you look and the people you want to
spend time with. Both love and physical looks
will play important roles in the changes that
take place now. �����
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Careful who you trust with your money, pos-
sessions or assets. You have to take responsi-
bility for whatever you have or are trying to
obtain. How you handle your obligations will
influence your personal and professional posi-

tion. ���
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Work on your partnerships. Make sure that
everyone you are dealing with is happy or at
least understands your situation. Love is in the
stars, and a change in your personal lifestyle
and living arrangements looks positive. ���
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Don’t base your decisions on what you hear
secondhand. Someone will provide incorrect
information, which can lead to an unwise
choice if you act too quickly. Concentrate on
home, your investments and how you can pro-
tect what you have accumulated. �����
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Trust in your own judgment, not what some-
one else says or does. Avoid anyone who is
overindulgent or boasting. Stabilize a relation-
ship that means a lot to you by making a com-
mitment or promise to accommodate a request
being made. ��
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

An insightful view regarding work and
money concerns will help you make a decision.
Look for a way to incorporate what you’ve
done in the past into what’s expected of you
now, and you will save time and money.
����
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SUNDAY PRIME TIME
STATION I M F R S G 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30
WNKY (NBC) 7 14 - 15 6 7 Harry’s Law (N) (cc) 5 The Celebrity Apprentice: Winning by a Nose. (N) (cc) 4 Whacked Out Paid Program

WBKO2 (FOX) 8 - - - - - Fox’s 25th Anniversary Special (N) 5 Big Bang Big Bang How I Met How I Met

WBKO (ABC) 9 11 13 13 11 13 Once Upon a Time (N) 4 (8:01) Firelight (’12) (Cuba Gooding Jr.) (cc) 4 WBKO at 10 Sports Connect

WNKY2 (CBS) 10 - - - - 2 The Amazing Race (N) (cc) The Good Wife (N) (cc) 5 NYC 22: Firebomb. (N) 5 (10:05) Criminal Minds (cc) 5

WKYU (PBS) 11 10 6 12 13 6 Antiques Roadshow (cc) 3 The Greatest Good (cc) 3 Moyers & Company (cc) 3 The Visionaries One-on-One

WBKO3 (CW) 12 - - - - - Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer (’07) ★★ (cc) Meet, Browns Meet, Browns Troubadour, TX (cc)

WKGB (KET) 26 12 5 9 12 8 Time Goes By Being Served? Masterpiece Classic: Birdsong. (N) (cc) 5 Native Waters Globe Trekker: Puerto Rico. 3

WTVF (CBS) 30 5 10 5 5 5 The Amazing Race (N) (cc) The Good Wife (N) (cc) 5 NYC 22: Firebomb. (N) 5 NewsChannel Sports Central

A&E 39 41 30 36 31 45 Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars Breakout Kings (N) (cc) 5 (10:01) Breakout Kings 5

AMC 34 29 28 27 29 37 (5) Sahara (’05) ★★ (cc) The Killing: Ghosts of the Past. Mad Men: Far Away Places. 5 (10:04) The Killing (cc)

ANPL 53 - - - - 71 River Monsters 4 Frozen Planet (cc) 4 River Monsters (N) 4 Frozen Planet (cc) 4

BET 50 - 51 24 - 52 (6:30) Eve’s Bayou (’97) ★★★ (Jurnee Smollett) (cc) The Game 5 Stay Together Think Li.- Man Stay Together

CMT 41 - - - - - Ron White’s Celebrity Salute to the Troops 4 Ace Ventura: Pet Detective (’94) ★★ (Jim Carrey) (cc) Them Idiots

CNBC 35 - - - - - Biography on CNBC The Coffee Addiction Marijuana USA American Greed: Mob Money.

CNN 44 - - - - - CNN Presents (cc) 4 Piers Morgan Tonight CNN Newsroom (N) CNN Presents (cc) 4

COM 60 - - - - 64 Without a Paddle (’04) ★★ (Seth Green, Matthew Lillard) (cc) South Park 6 Tosh.0 5 Harold & Kumar Escape

DISC 20 23 25 25 23 46 Frozen Planet: On Thin Ice. 4 MythBusters (N) (cc) 4 Unchained Reaction (N) 4 Frozen Planet: On Thin Ice. 4

E! 51 - - - - 69 Khloe & Lamar Khloe & Lamar Khloe & Lamar Khloe & Lamar Khloe & Lamar Ice Loves Coco Chelsea Lately The Soup 5

ESPN 16 24 32 41 24 61 MLB Baseball: New York Yankees at Boston Red Sox. From Fenway Park in Boston. (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) (cc)

ESPN2 15 25 33 42 25 60 Year of the Quarterback First Take Gruden’s QB Camp Sport Science QB Camp Who’s Num. 1?

FAMILY 49 26 18 47 26 67 Bedtime Stories (’08) ★★ (Adam Sandler, Keri Russell) Paul Blart: Mall Cop (’09) ★★ (Kevin James, Jayma Mays)

FNC 54 - - - - - Huckabee (N) Fox News Sunday Geraldo at Large (N) (cc) 4 Huckabee

FOOD 59 - - - - - Cupcake Wars: Derby Dolls. Chopped All-Stars (N) 3 Iron Chef America Chopped

FSNS 56 - - - - - (6:30) NHL Hockey: Nashville Predators at Detroit Red Wings. Predators Live! The Game 365 World Poker Tour: Season 10

FX 31 - 17 - 43 - (6) 2012 (’09) ★★ (John Cusack, Chiwetel Ejiofor) 2012 (’09) ★★ (John Cusack)

HALL 18 - - - - - Straight From the Heart (’03) ★★★ (Teri Polo) (cc) 3 Frasier 3 Frasier 4 Frasier 4 Frasier 4

HGTV 55 27 57 49 27 54 Holmes on Homes (cc) 3 Best of Holmes on Homes 3 Holmes Inspection (cc) 3 Holmes on Homes (cc) 3

HISTORY 63 31 55 - - 73 Ax Men: Where’s Willy? 5 Ax Men: Falling Apart. (N) 5 (9:01) Ax Men (N) (cc) 5 (10:01) Sold! (10:31) Sold!

LEARNING 47 47 31 31 - 59 Island Medium Island Medium Island Medium Island Medium William & Kate: One Year Later Island Medium Island Medium

LIFE 46 39 49 29 39 48 (6) The Craigslist Killer (’11) 4 Army Wives (N) (cc) 4 The Client List (N) (cc) 5 (10:01) The Craigslist Killer 4

NGEO 32 - - - - - Light the Ocean (N) 3 The Whale That Ate Jaws 4 Wicked Tuna: Size Matters. 5 Light the Ocean 3

NICK 42 32 27 45 32 49 ’70s Show ’70s Show George Lopez George Lopez My Wife & Kids My Wife & Kids Friends 5 Friends 5

OXYGEN 33 - - - - - Snapped: Ellen Snyder. 4 Snapped: Tracey Frame. (N) 4 Snapped: Linda Pedroza. 4 Law & Order: Criminal Intent

SPIKE 43 35 40 44 35 53 Bar Rescue 4 Bar Rescue: Shabby Abbey. 4 Bar Rescue 4 Bar Rescue 4

TBS 17 16 14 7 41 57 Hitch (’05) ★★★ (Will Smith, Eva Mendes) (cc) (9:35) Hitch (’05) ★★★ (Will Smith) (cc)

TNT 19 33 29 26 33 58 The Dark Knight (’08) ★★★★ (Christian Bale, Heath Ledger) (cc) (10:15) Watchmen (’09) ★★

TOON 61 40 59 30 40 66 Level Up 4 Level Up 4 King of the Hill King of the Hill Robot Chicken Family Guy 5 Family Guy 5 Loiter Squad

TruTV 62 - - - - - Bait Car (N) Bait Car Las Vegas Jail Las Vegas Jail Las Vegas Jail Las Vegas Jail Forensic Files Forensic Files

TRVL 38 - 58 - - 65 Bggage Battles Bggage Battles Hotel Impossible (cc) 3 Cool Tools: Travel Edition 3 Trav Unraveled Trav Unraveled

USA 40 - 24 35 30 47 Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU He’s Just Not That Into You ★★

WGN-A 24 15 15 16 16 55 How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met News at Nine Instant Replay The Unit (cc) 4
PREMIUM CHANNELS

HBO 700 3 76 22 3 39 (6:10) Your Highness (’11) ★ Game of Thrones (N) (cc) 6 Veep (cc) 6 Girls (N) 6 Game of Thrones (cc) 6

SHOWTIME 750 19 78 - 19 41 The Big C 6 Nurse Jackie Nurse Jackie The Big C 6 The Borgias (N) (cc) 6 Nurse Jackie The Big C 6

STARZ 650 - - - - - Magic City (cc) 6 Midnight in Paris (’11) ★★★ (Owen Wilson) (9:40) The Sorcerer’s Apprentice (’10) ★★ (cc)

I=Insight M=Morgantown F=Franklin R=Russellville S=Scottsville G=Glasgow

Prime time

Bridge
By TANNAH HIRSCH

By SARA SMITH
McClatchy Newspapers 

Vice President Selina Meyer is
rattled.

The president never calls. The
tabloids are trying to whip up a
feud with the first lady. Selina is
on the list of next year’s hurricane
names. And she has bungled
another negotiation.

“I need you all to make me not
have said that,” she tells her staff.
“I need you to make me unsaid it.”

“Veep,” Julia Louis-Dreyfus’
new half-hour HBO comedy that
debuts at 9 p.m. today, shadows a
vice president who just happens
to be an attractive, ambitious
brunette who says regrettable
things. It’s a dark political satire
that manages to be laugh-out-loud
funny. And it has nothing to do
with Sarah Palin.

“Veep” pokes at the Palin issue
in the first two minutes as Selina
wonders aloud whether to wear
glasses to a party. “No,” she says,
“glasses make me look weak. It’s
like a wheelchair for the eyes.”

At the event, as her aide Gary
(Tony Hale of “Arrested Devel-
opment”) alerts her to a VIP legis-
lator “at 2 o’clock!” she hisses
back, “I’m not a sniper.”

Viewers looking for Jimmy
Stewart-style inspirational story
lines in which values triumph in
the end should look elsewhere.
The death of a notoriously lecher-
ous senator shapes the events of
the first episodes.

“When a sexual harasser dies,
we sign his wife’s card, OK?”
White House liaison Jonah (Tim-
othy C. Simons) lectures the vice
president’s staff. “That’s how
Washington works.”

As a gangly sycophant who
chronicles every hallway nod he

gets from the president, Simons
stands out even in a superb
ensemble cast. Maybe it helps
that he’s almost 7 feet tall.

People are frantic and desper-
ate in this D.C., and thanks to its
pace and some “Bourne Identity”-
lite camerawork, “Veep” feels a
bit frantic itself. The 30-minute
shows are dense with bitter ban-
ter, ill-conceived tweets and com-
promised BlackBerrys. C-SPAN
could take a lesson in pacing from
HBO.

Selina doesn’t exactly wield
Dick Cheney-esque power. After
Jonah eviscerates the pages of a
fundraising speech like a censor
in “Catch-22,” she snaps, “What’s
left here? I’ve got ‘hello’ and I’ve
got prepositions.”

Winging it, it turns out, is not
Selina’s strong point. She could
make Dan Quayle cringe. As a
result, her chief of staff, Amy
(Anna Chlumsky), is constantly
putting out fires, but she and

everyone else in Selina’s inner
circle drop the ball, too.

Selina hires Dan (Reid Scott of
the underrated “My Boys”)
because she needs his cutthroat
skills, but he also happens to be
Amy’s ex, and their repartee
stings. After he helpfully forges a
signature, Selina asks Dan, “Is
there anything you can’t do?”
Amy jumps in and answers for
him: “Foreplay and direct sun-
light.”

Part of me hopes the shady,
salty antics of “Veep” are ground-
ed in reality. Then again, I hope
that Joe Biden’s aides do not whip
out the whiteboard to break down
flavor options for a photo op at a
frozen yogurt shop, as Selina’s
team does (Jamaican rum is
funky, unexpected and sexual;
mint would be traditional and
refreshing).

“Veep” will never show the
president, creator Armando Ian-
nucci has said, nor will it ever say

which party is running the current
administration, which is just as
well – cat-herding and hair-
pulling have stripped these play-
ers of everyday ideology.

Mike (Matt Walsh), the com-
munications director, has created
a fictional dog to get out of work-
ing late. Jonah uses his White
House credentials like a back-
stage pass to sleeping with
women he refers to by numbers
only. As far as unabashedly terri-
ble people go, most of the “Veep”
squad falls somewhere between
the depraved “It’s Always Sunny
in Philadelphia” crew and the
merely jaded “Seinfeld” quartet.

There are a few hints of Elaine
Benes and even Old Christine in
Selina. Louis-Dreyfus doing her
flustered routine and losing it is
good stuff, and “Veep” isn’t miss-
ing any chance to humiliate a
public figure, even if she is fic-
tional.

The writers of “Veep” aren’t
letting pay channel status go to
waste, either. This is a version of
Washington where George Carlin
would fit right in. And it’s easy to
pack a lot of truly creative cussing
into a few minutes when the show
lets its characters talk over one
another, trail off and interrupt –
when they’re not busy trading
insults.

“Veep” essentially is a work-
place comedy about little getting
done in the midst of cartoonish
dysfunction. As such it takes a
page from “The Office” and “The
Larry Sanders Show.” These
characters would have been too
dismal to watch if they weren’t so
funny, but they wouldn’t have
been so funny if they weren’t
stuffed with truth. And that’s
depressing.

Hail to this snarky ‘Veep’ that debuts on HBO
Entertainment

Horoscope
Keep your distance from gossips and rumormongers, Virgo

DIVERSIONSDIVERSIONS

Don’t miss:
“Fox’s 25th Anniversary Spe-

cial” — The ubiquitous Ryan
Seacrest (who else?) is our host for
this rousing two-hour celebration
of the greatest hits produced by a
network that launched in 1987
with a feisty, maverick attitude and
brought big changes to prime
time. Stars scheduled to appear
and reminisce include Calista
Flockhart (“Ally McBeal”);
Kiefer Sutherland (“24”); David
Duchovny and Gillian Anderson
(“The X-Files”); Ed O’Neill,
Katey Sagal and Christina Apple-
gate (“Married ... With Children”);
Jennifer Lopez and Steven Tyler
(“American Idol”); Mila Kunis
and Ashton Kutcher (“That ’70s
Show”); and Gabrielle Carteris,
Shannen Doherty and Jason
Priestley. (“Beverly Hills,
90210”). Meanwhile, the proud
combatants of “Celebrity Boxing”
are wondering why they got left
off the invite list. 7 p.m. Sunday,
Fox.

Other bets:
Tonight: “Masterpiece Clas-

sic” continues its standout season
with a two-part adaptation of
Sebastian Faulk’s best-selling
novel, “Birdsong.” It’s the
poignant story of two lovers
(Eddie Redmayne and Clemence
Posey) torn apart by World War I.
8 p.m., PBS.

Tonight: Julia Louis-Dreyfus
returns to series television in
“Veep.” It’s an over-the top come-
dy that has her playing a hapless
and potty-mouthed vice president.
The cast also includes Anna
Chlumsky and Tony Hale. 9 p.m.,
HBO.

Tonight: Cuba Gooding Jr.
stars in the new TV film, “Fire-
light.” He plays a counselor at a
correctional facility for young
women who helps his charges turn
their lives around as members of a
volunteer group that battles forest
fires, performs rescue missions
and assists during national disas-
ters. 8 p.m., ABC.

Monday: On “Smash,” Karen
(Katharine McPhee) finds herself
falling under the spell of Rebec-
ca’s (Uma Thurman) charmed,
movie-star life. But what we real-
ly want to see is that big Bolly-

wood number the show has
cooked up. 9 p.m., NBC.

Monday: Can we get an amen
up in here? Another wild, over-
the-top season of “RuPaul’s Drag
Race” comes to an end tonight as
the lead queen sashays away with
his/her prize prize – but not before
one more ultra-fierce challenge. 8
p.m., Logo.

Tuesday: The soapy new
drama, “The L.A. Complex,” has
been described as “Melrose
Place”-meets-“Fame.” It follows
six very attractive young dreamers
who move into the same Southern
California apartment building and
strive for stardom. 8 p.m., The
CW.

Wednesday: Now, we’ve got
two actors playing themselves on
“Don’t Trust the B— in Apart-
ment 23.” Tonight, James Van Der
Beek is joined by young “Mad
Men” star Kiernan Shipka as both
are cast in a body-swap movie.
8:31 p.m., ABC.

Wednesday: Boom, boom, out
go the lights. In the new extreme
game show, “Total Blackout,”
contestants confront their fears –
and each other – during a series of
challenges waged in “blinding
darkness.” Jaleel White is our
host. 9 p.m., Syfy.

Thursday: Tina Fey and the
“30 Rock” gang perform without a
net once again with the show’s
second live episode. Making a
guest appearance is “Community”
star Donald Glover as a young
Tracy Jordan (Tracy Morgan).
7:30 p.m., NBC.

Friday: The weirdness contin-
ues on “Grimm.” Tonight, Nick’s
(David Giuntoli) investigation into
the murder of a construction work-
er reveals a long-running feud in
the creature world, which leads the
suspect to summon reapers to get
rid of the Grimm. And please don’t
ask us to explain. 7 p.m., NBC.

Saturday: No, “Flipped Off” is
not about naughty hand gestures.
It’s a new reality series that fol-
lows “Survivor” bad boy Russell
Hantz as he enters the risky world
of house-flipping in the Houston
real-estate market. Shoot, we were
hoping he had taken up permanent
residence on Exile Island. 8 p.m.,
A&E.

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS

Q 1 - Both vulnerable, as South
you hold:

♠ 9 6 5 ♥ K Q 10 2 ♦ A K J 7 ♣
Q 6

The bidding has proceeded:
EAST SOUTH WEST
NORTH
1♠ ?
What action do you take?

A - You have a good hand but
your square shape is a slight
handicap. Nevertheless, if you
don’t act now, later might be too
late. Double.

Q 2 - Both vulnerable, as South
you hold:

♠ 9 7 ♥ Q 10 7 6 2 ♦ 8 7 3 ♣ A J
9

The bidding has proceeded:
WEST NORTH EAST
SOUTH
1♣ Pass Pass ?
What action do you take?

A - Neither your right-hand
opponent nor partner could act.
Where are all the points and the
spades? It looks like opener has a
good black two-suiter and,
should you bid now, you are giv-
ing the opponents a hand. Switch
your major suits and you might
consider bidding one spade, but
missing the spades, stay out of
trouble. Pass.

Q 3 - Both vulnerable, as South
you hold:

♠ K 9 7 6 2 ♥ A Q J 7 ♦ A Q 8 ♣
9

The bidding has proceeded:
SOUTH WEST NORTH
EAST
1♠ 2♣ Dbl
Pass
?
What action do you take?

A - Bid three hearts. You have a
strong unbid major, and partner’s
negative double suggests strong-
ly that he has heart support. We
will even accept four hearts.

Q 4 - As South, vulnerable, you
hold:

♠ A K Q J 9 7 6 ♥ A Q 9 ♦ A 9 ♣
7

The bidding has proceeded:

WEST NORTH EAST
SOUTH
3♣ Pass Pass ?
What do you bid now?

A - We can think of all sorts of
cue-bids and asking bids and
who knows what, none of which
will allow us to find out what we
need to know to reach the best
spot. Under the circumstances,
we will go for a rather obvious
bid of six spades and hope the
card gods are smiling on us.

Q 5 - Both vulnerable, as South
you hold:

♠ 9 6 5 ♥ A J 8 7 5 ♦ 7 5 ♣ K Q
6

The bidding has proceeded:
NORTH EAST SOUTH
WEST
1♠ Pass 2♥
Pass
3♥ Pass ?
What action do you take?

A - You could hardly have a
weaker hand for your two-over-
one response. Reverse your
spade and diamond fragments
and the hand might even be too
weak for this sequence. As it is,
partner will not be expecting you
to pass and could have additional
values. Bid four hearts.

Q 6 - Both vulnerable, as South
you hold:

♠ K 9 ♥ A 8 7 5 ♦ A K J 8 4 ♣ 10
2

The bidding has proceeded:
SOUTH WEST NORTH
EAST
1♦ Pass 1♥
Pass
?
What do you bid now?

A - You have a good-looking
hand, but it still has six losers, so
it might not stretch to game
should partner have only two
cover cards. Jump to three hearts
and leave the decision up to part-
ner.

— Tannah Hirsch welcomes
readers’ responses sent in care of
this newspaper or to Tribune
Media Services Inc., 2010
Westridge Drive, Irving, TX 75038. 
Email responses may be sent to
gorenbridge@aol.com.

By CHUCK BARNEY, McClatchy Newspapers

AROUND THE REMOTE

Fox celebrating 
25th anniversary 
with two-hour gala

Matt Sayles/AP
Actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus stars as Vice President Selina Meyer on
HBO’s “Veep.”


