
FIGHT REKINDLES MEMORIES OF ‘90s DIVISION
oad contractor Charles Deweese Construc-
tion’s plans to build a rock quarry on Ditmore

Ford Road have been met with a groundswell
of opposition from residents living near the proposed
site.

The opposition has mobilized into a group that
calls itself Neighbors Against the Quarry, expressing
concerns that the quarry would adversely affect the
environment and disrupt the community.

The pitched battle over the quarry in public opin-
ion and in the court system is reminiscent of another
project that caused division among residents and

community leaders in the mid-1990s.
Georgia-based chicken processor Cagle’s sought

to build a poultry processing plant in Franklin near-
ly 20 years ago. Advocates and opponents both pre-
dicted sweeping changes if the plant were to be
placed in Franklin.

“Some residents pulled for the jobs and the eco-
nomic boost Cagle’s promised to deliver while oth-
ers feared the potential pollution of Drakes Creek
and the city’s water system as a result of the

FRANKLIN

Top photo by Alex Slitz/Daily News; above and right photos by Pete Rodman/Daily News
Top: Tim Smith of Bowling Green, executive vice president of Charles Deweese Construction, walks Tues-
day on the site of a proposed rock and lime quarry on Ditmore Ford Road in Simpson County. Above:
Neighbors Against the Quarry members hold signs Thursday during a public meeting at Franklin-Simpson
High School to discuss residents’ concerns about the proposed quarry. Right: David Carver of Franklin
stands April 6 at his business, Franklin Pallet Recycling. Carver is one of many who oppose the quarry.
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 Member Lease payments of $328.00 for 30 months based on MSRP of 
 $40,145.00. $2,000 down payment. Excludes tax, title, license and 

 registration fees. Program available to qualified customers. Subject to 
 credit approval. See participating dealer for details.

 325 Three Springs Rd • 270.745.0001
 BMW  Of Bowling Green A Force of Nature In Any Weather

 2011 328i xDrive Sedan
 Only  $ 328/month *

SIMPSON COUNTY EMBROILED IN DISPUTE OVER COMPANY’S PROPOSAL

ight now, the most
widely talked about
patch of land in

Simpson County is
a rolling pasture

populated by
grazing cattle

and donkeys.
Tim Smith walks over this pas-

ture and talks of the potential eco-
nomic benefit it could bring to the
county and to Charles Deweese
Construction, where he serves as
executive vice president.

With road contracting becoming
increasingly competitive, Smith
said Deweese looks to build a rock
and lime quarry on this land, call-
ing it a necessary step for the com-
pany to assert itself as a player for
road construction contracts in Ken-
tucky and Tennessee as well as
another, cheaper source of agricul-
tural lime for local farmers.

“We just want to quarry some
rock for our own needs and to sup-
port the nearly 300 people in the
company, to solidify the security of
the 300 jobs that exist,” Smith said
during an interview last week.

The company has obtained a
conditional-use permit from the
Franklin-Simpson Board of Zon-
ing Adjustment to build a rock and
lime quarry on the 87.68-acre tract
on Ditmore Ford Road.

In testimony at the Feb. 28 zon-
ing board meeting where the per-
mit was approved, Smith said the
quarry would create 15 new jobs.

Meanwhile, the proposal has
come up against a wall of resis-
tance from many people whose
properties abut the proposed quar-
ry site. Those opponents have orga-
nized into a group calling itself
Neighbors Against the Quarry.

Members have identified many
reasons for their opposition, the
majority of which revolve around
concerns that the quarry would
disrupt the quality of life in that
area of the county.

David Carver has emerged as
president of Neighbors Against
the Quarry.

The owner and president of
Franklin Pallet Recycling, Carver
lives on a farm on Ditmore Ford
Road where he raises cattle and
horses.
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Fairview, other Kentucky centers rank low
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Kentucky’s community health centers,
including the one in Bowling Green, rank
low in a recent analysis of quality tracking
measures.

But those numbers are a reflection of
Kentuckians’ generally poor health, accord-
ing to Chris Keyser, director of Fairview
Health Center.

The 2010 numbers also are reflective of a
time before the center began tracking
patient records electronically and became
better able to communicate with other
physicians who patients might have sought
care from, according to Keyser.

Kaiser Health News is an editorially
independent program of the Kaiser Family
Foundation, a nonprofit, private foundation
based in Menlo Park, Calif., which produces
and distributes analysis and information on

health issues, according to its website.
Fairview, with a budget of $4 million,

receives about 25 percent of its funding
from the federal government, which
requires tracking the quality measures.

The analysis, completed by Kaiser Health
News and USA Today, looked at such mea-
sures as childhood immunization rates, an
area where Fairview’s rate was low: Only

See FAIRVIEW, 3A


