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Two events this weekend brought forth the power of water and fire, each in its own unique way.
On the water side, pictured at left, Bardstown Boaters had its eighth annual Paddle Pick Up Saturday at the Beech Fork River. The theme
of this year’s event was “Occupy Beech Fork.” Forty volunteers from Bardstown Boaters and Boy Scout Troop 147 traveled Beech Fork

River by canoe to pick up any trash or discarded items along the side of the river. Some of the items picked up included a sink, tires, trash-
cans, lawn chairs and several beer cans. Bardstown Boaters and Boy Scouts traveled a portion of Beech Fork River between

Fredericktown and Manton. In the photo, Luke Hagan and Jonah Stiles look for trash along Beech Fork River, to go along with the items
they’ve already retrieved. For more photos visit the website at ww.kystandard.com.

On the fire side, pictured at right, State Fire Instructor Todd Vinton points out how the flames spread after setting fire to the kitchen of a
home at 715 N. Third St. in Bardstown. Thirty-one Bardstown-Nelson County firefighters participated in a live burn at the home Saturday, in
which rooms were set ablaze again and again as firefighters learned how to tolerate the heat and smoke, how to trace the source of a fire

and how to battle a blaze efficiently and effectively. See photos and read the story — Pages A10-11.

Weekend of 

Water and Fire
A

ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

The county budget process is one
step closer to being finalized after
Fiscal Court approved a first reading
Tuesday following a few weeks of
discussion.

The 2012-2013 budget includes
funding for an additional Nelson
County Sheriff’s Department deputy
and for a project to widen a one-lane
bridge on Pottershop Road to two
lanes. However, the budget would
keep property tax revenues the same
as last year. 

The budget proposes charging the
Fine Arts Bardstown Society $500
monthly rent to use the Old Library
building. Until now, it has used the
building free of charge. The budget
doesn’t include provisions for FABS
to pay utilities as well, though Nelson
County Judge Executive Dean Watts
said he would ask them to do so. 

District 1 Magistrate Keith

Metcalfe said FABS should at least
pay utilities, if not a higher rent. 

“I think we ought to go up a little
more on what we presented,”
Metcalfe said.

Watts said the county can ask for
more than what it has budgeted. 

Metcalfe also asked for a quarterly
financial report from the Wickland
historic home. 

“I would like to know what they
spend it on, how they spend it,
because if a constituent asked me
right now, I don’t know, and I don’t
like that,” he said. 

Watts said he hopes to approve the
final budget June 5. 

The Pottershop bridge project,
meanwhile, has received a second
round of funding from the state
bridge fund for a total of $160,000 to
help pay to widen the county’s last
one-lane bridge, as well as raise it
slightly. The total cost of the project
is estimated at $215,000, and the
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The U.S. Postal Service announced last week
several rural offices would have reduced hours
sometime in the next few months to deal with a
struggling financial situation.

As of now Fairfield, Boston, Chaplin, New
Hope and Nazareth will have reduced hours. 

Some local letter carriers and postal workers
have said the only information received from
USPS has been an email explaining hours will
be reduced.

“I think it’s a little too early on to make any
kind of estimate on what may happen,” said
Norine Masterson, Postmaster of the Nazareth
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A teenage girl was reportedly raped in
Nelson County Friday evening. 

The Nelson County Sheriff’s Department has
not released the victim’s name or the name of
the male juvenile suspected in the rape. 

“It’s a juvenile case — [I’m] not going to be
able to say too much about it right now,”

Detective Jonathan Snow said. 
The rape occurred in the county, and then

around 9 p.m., the victim was dropped off at the
Relay for Life fundraising event, which was
under way at the Bardstown High School track
on West Broadway. Snow did not divulge who
dropped her off. 

The girl found her mother, who was attend-

Teenage girl reportedly raped Friday night

See RAPE, page A13
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road projects move forward

Rural post offices ready for reduced hours
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Carolyn Beckett, Nazareth, stops in the
Nazareth post office and receives help from
Postmaster Norine Masterson.
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