
A controversial breed might be getting a 
new hoof in the door at the Kentucky Horse 
Park, and equine welfare groups are not happy.

The Horse Park is in ne-
gotiations to allow a sale this 
month of Tennessee walking 
horses, possibly including some 
wearing controversial hoof pads 
that exaggerate their gait. The 
Kentucky After Christmas Sale 
hopes to offer about 300 horses 
for sale Jan. 25 and 26.

Horse Park director John 
Nicholson said that legal ac-
tivities have a right to use the state-run park. 
Padded horses are legal — although several 
groups headquartered on the park’s campus, 
including the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners, are working to change that.
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Possible sale 
of ‘padded’ 
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See HORSE PARK, A2

KENTUCKY HORSE PARK

Webb ticketed: 
State senator 
cited in October 
for violating 
‘scar rule’ on 
two horses. 
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DeSha’s, a restaurant and bar, occupies the corner of the Victorian Square Shoppes. The mall at Main Street and Broadway opened in 1985.
PHOTOS BY PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader.com

Victorian Square opened in 1985 
with its developers, investors and 
city officials hoping that it would 
help spark a full-fledged revival of 
downtown Lexington.

More than 25 years later, the iconic 
downtown district of Victorian store-
fronts is still searching for its iden-
tity. New owners could be looking to 
replace one of the major tenants, the 
Explorium, a children’s museum. 

The atrium mall at Main Street 
and Broadway has struggled, as have 
many other venues nationwide that 
have tried to revive downtown retail. 
In the 1970s and 1980s, suburban 
shopping malls like Fayette Mall per-
manently changed shopping habits, 
putting shopping experiences close 
to where people lived.

“Few examples of a downtown (re-
tail) mall the size of Victorian Square 
have been successful in any city,” said 
Jeff Fugate, president of the Down-
town Development Authority.

A mall needs one or more large 

New owner asks more of children’s museum while trying to fill space

Victorian Square 
exploring its options

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

Jessica Hays Lucas visited the Explorium 
children’s museum in Victorian Square Fri-
day with sons Eli, 3, and Jonah, 2½ months.

Alex Galvan, left, and Robin Lasley sampled 
colognes and perfumes with Bryan Flynn, 
right, at Good Scents on Friday.

Jeff Miller organized spring stock at Howard 
and Miller’s, one of the Victorian Square 
stores that has a streetside entrance.

Vacant spaces overlooked the atrium at 
Victorian Square. Stores on the interior of 
the mall have struggled over the years.See SQUARE, A9
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AGGIES SILENCE RUPP
BIG BLUE SUNDAY: TEXAS A&M 83, KENTUCKY 71

» UNSTOPPABLE, C2: Cats make charge, but 
can’t answer Elston Turner’s 40-point game

» MARK STORY, C3: Cats need sense of urgency 
if they hope to make NCAA Tournament

» KENTUCKY.COM: See game 
and fan photo galleries

MUST 
READS

MUST CLICKS

» Television in Living Sunday, E1:
Cougar Town’s Josh Hopkins, 
Lexington native and Cats fan, 
talks about the show and UK

» Copious Notes in Living Sunday, E1:
After 20 years, WUKY-FM’s 
Curtains @8 host Nick 
Lawrence going strong

» UK football in Sports Sunday, D1:
Mark Stoops talks about 
additions to staff, plans for 
stadium and facilities

» Photo galleries on Kentucky.com
Nude exhibit preview party; children 
reading to dogs; UK track meet

» Looking for something to do this week?
Calendar of events at LexGo.com
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REGISTER: 859.967.5520
SaintJosephWeightLoss.org

KentuckyOneHealth.org

Choose the Right Team from the Name You TrustTrust
Saint Joseph Center for Weight Loss Surgery is the region’s leader in
the field of medical weight loss and bariatric surgery. We offer tailored
solutions to help you lose weight and stay healthy, including medical and
surgical weight loss programs. During the past decade, our outstanding
team of surgeons, program director and bariatric professionals have
performed nearly 3,500 bariatric procedures…all at one facility.

Next FREE Weight Loss Seminar
January 28th at 4 p.m.
Education Center at Saint Joseph East
160 N. Eagle Creek, Suite 200

dealsaver.com/lexington

so here’s
the deal...

Only $39 for $99 in Pressure Washing
Services with Clean It Up


