
FRANKFORT, Ky. — A bill that
would strengthen penalties and
aid law enforcement in cases of
human trafficking cleared the
House Friday and now heads to
the Senate.

House Bill 350, approved
92-0, targets criminals who
profit from the sexual exploita-
tion of children, prostitution
and forced labor and creates a
special forfeiture fund to bene-
fit victims.

The bill’s sponsor, Rep. San-

nie Overly, D-Paris, called it a
comprehensive approach “that
will improve prosecutors’ and
law enforcement’s ability to
combat the heinous crime of hu-
man trafficking in our common-
wealth.”

Lawmakers enacted a law to
tackle the issue in 2007. But
supporters of the HB 350 say
the crime is becoming more
widespread in Kentucky and
tougher measures are needed.

Catholic Charities of Louis-
ville reports that 67 cases of hu-
man trafficking have been doc-
umented in the state over the
past four years, representing

only a small portion of the sus-
pected total.

The 2007 law defined human
trafficking, made the crime a
felony and created legal de-
fenses for victims who are
forced to commit crimes while
under the coercion of traffick-
ers.

Among other provisions,
HB 350 increases the fines for
sexual exploitation of a minor
from $500 to $10,000 and ramps
up penalties from a misdemean-
or to a Class C felony or higher
depending on the victim’s age.

It also establishes a special
prosecution division within
Kentucky State Police and cre-
ates the victims’ fund from as-
sets seized in investigations.

Federal law also prohibits
human trafficking. But House
Judiciary Committee Chairman
John Tilley, D-Hopkinsville, co-
sponsor of HB 350, said the fed-
eral government cannot act fast
enough to address the issue, and
law enforcement is falling more
to the state.

Tilley said he anticipates
support for the bill in the Sen-
ate.

“It’s the fastest-growing en-
terprise in the world,” he said.
“We need to act now — and in
Kentucky, where it is also one
of the fastest-growing criminal
enterprises.”

Reporter Mike Wynn can be
reached at (502) 875-5136.

House OKs human trafficking bill
Measure toughens penalties, aids victims
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Allergy
and cold suffers will still be able
to buy over-the-counter medi-
cines containing pseudoephe-
drine, but in more limited quanti-
ties under a bill the Senate passed
Friday to curb methamphet-
amine production in Kentucky.

Senate Bill 3, approved 25-11
Friday morning, would allow con-
sumers to buy up to 7.2 grams of
medicine containing pseudoe-
phedrine per month and up to 24

grams annually. Industry experts
say that is the amount an allergy
sufferer would need for daily
doses.

A doctor’s prescription would
be required to get as much as an
additional 7.5 grams per month
and 90 grams annually.

Gel caps and liquid forms of
the drug, which cannot be easily
converted to meth, will not be re-
stricted. And the medicines will
still require a signature at the
pharmacy and will be tracked
with an electronic-monitoring
system.

The bill will now go to the

House for consideration, where it
is considered to have a good
chance of passage.

The Senate bill passed Friday
falls short of sponsor Sen. Robert
Stivers’ desire to have a prescrip-
tion-only law for medications
containing pseudoephedrine.

“I still don’t think it’s the best
situation,” Stivers said. “It’s what
we could get passed. Let’s see
what this does.”

Stivers, a Manchester Repub-
lican, said because of extensive
lobbying efforts by the Consum-
er Healthcare Products Associa-
tion (CHPA) and others who rep-
resent drug manufacturers, it

Ky. Senate OKs drug limits
Pseudoephedrine caps sought to fight meth
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The low bid to repair the deck of
the Kennedy Bridge came in at
$18.24 million — just under the engi-
neer’s estimate for the work.

Mac Construction & Excavating
Inc. of Louisville turned in the low-
est of three bids that were submitted
by the Feb. 24 deadline for the pro-
ject, which had to be rebid after all
previous bids came in over budget at
the first deadline on Jan. 31.

Andrea Clifford, spokeswoman

for the Louisville district of the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet, said
Tuesday that the work is scheduled
to start soon after Memorial Day,
with a contract deadline for comple-
tion of Aug. 15.

During the project, the north-
bound Kennedy, which has four
driving lanes, will have at least two
lanes open, but the three-lane south-
bound Kennedy will be reduced to
one driving lane for an estimated 12
days. Which 12 days won’t be known
until the contractor submits a work
schedule, Clifford said.

The bridge carries Interstate 65
traffic between Kentucky and Indi-
ana.

A Transportation Cabinet com-
mittee will review the bids and prob-

ably will award the contract to Mac,
Clifford said.

The other two bids were higher
than the engineer’s cost estimate of
$18.87 million. Gohmann Asphalt &
Construction Inc. bid $19.87 million,
and American Contracting & Ser-
vices bid $24.68 million. Both are
based in Southern Indiana.

The three bids submitted in Janu-
ary ranged from $20.9 million to
$26.1 million.

Clifford said Indiana has agreed
to pay about $6 million of the project
cost, including $1.66 million for
work on Indiana approaches to the
bridge and half the cost of the deck
repairs. Kentucky will pay the rest,

Deck work and other repairs for the Kennedy Bridge, which carries Interstate 65 traffic between Kentucky and Indiana, are scheduled to
begin after Memorial Day, with expected completion in August. 2011 FILE PHOTO BY KYLENE LLOYD/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Kennedy deck repair
draws 3 new bids
1 offer is just under
engineer’s estimate
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See BRIDGE, Page B3

A woman who was hired earli-
er this week to be a top aide to
Jefferson County Public Schools
Superintendent Donna Hargens
turned down the job Friday after
questions were raised about her
background.

Jamilah Fraser, who was to
become the district’s chief diver-
sity, community relations and
communications officer on
March 12, sent Hargens a letter
Friday afternoon saying she was
not accepting the job.

A news release from the dis-
trict noted that the decision to
hire her had been “spotlighted”
in the media and said Fraser de-
cided not to accept the post “in
light of recent events.”

In an email sent to The Couri-
er-Journal on Friday, Fraser said
she was shocked to read media
coverage of her “short time”
with the Philadelphia school dis-
trict.

“My time in Philadelphia was
spent dealing with one major cri-
sis after another and I dealt with
each one in an ethical manner,”
she wrote. “I have really looked
forward to working with Jeffer-
son County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Donna Hargens. Howev-
er, an inaccurate, negative pic-
ture has been painted of who I
am. In light of this, I believe it
would be difficult to build the re-
lationship necessary between
myself and district administra-
tion to doing the important work
on behalf of Jefferson County
students and parents.”

In an interview Friday, Har-
gens said she was “confident in
my decision to select Fraser for
the position.”

“In the end, I think she felt it
was in her best interest and that
of the district” to not come to
Louisville, Hargens said. “I re-

Official
to pass
on job
in JCPS
Questions clouded
Hargens’ aide pick
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The rate of Catholics
having church weddings
has plunged by more
than two-thirds in the
past four decades, ac-
cording to an analysis of
church records.
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