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SUNDAY

  Call the Midwife, 8 p.m.  on KET2 and 10 p.m.  on 
KET, Sept. 30-Nov. 4: Who knew that one of the 
best new series of the fall season would be on 
PBS’s agenda and would not be Downton Abbey? 
Granted, the competition isn’t particularly stiff. 
Still, Midwife is a terrific show about a young 
woman fresh out of nursing school who becomes 
a midwife in the not-so-pristine East End of London 
in 1957. Based on the memoirs of Jennifer Worth, the 
show is beautifully cast and written.   

666 Park Avenue, 10 p.m. , Sept. 30, ABC: 
Vanessa Williams and Terry O’Quinn costar is 
this psychological thriller about a New York 
apartment building where things go bump in the 
night,  morning and in between. It has elements of 

Rosemary’s Baby, BBC America’s Bedlam, not to 
mention Flip This House. Scary and promising. 

MONDAY

Partners, 8:30 p.m. , Sept. 24, CBS: David K
Michael Urie play a straight guy and gay guy, res
form an architectural partnership. The show was
and Grace’s Max Mutchnick and David Kohan an
promise but needs some repair work. Each actor
individually, but they don’t quite have the chemis
sustain a show. The writing could be sharper as 

though, but it would take a lot of work and  det
Probably on life support before it launche

Mob Doctor, 9 p.m. , Sept. 17, Fox: 
medical shows and people love show
mob, so why not offer two taste trea
no matter how little sense it makes?
Spiro, left, stars as Dr. Grace Devlin
of medical and personal ethics is co

 challenged because her family is in d
mob. Hey, hire Big Ang to guest star a

have something. Otherwise? Fugeddabo

Revolution, 10 p.m. , Sept. 17, NBC: Revoluti
of sci-fi show that Steven Spielberg would create
J.J. Abrams. The set-up: One day, the lights go o
world, not to mention planes, trains and automo
years later, people live in a dystopian world and 
 deteriorated into factions. Like a Spielbergian ep
a family at the core, but one that isn’t burdened
Hallmark card sentimentality. 

Catfish: The TV Show, 10 p.m. , Nov. 12, MT
docuseries about couples who have met and fal
have yet to meet in person. Filmmakers Yaniv “N
and Max Joseph travel around the country profil
people who have linked up but not quite hooked
 dating show but without handing out roses or tr
trips to exotic islands: More to the point, it’s a d
reflects how younger whippersnappers are conn
days. There will be 12 hourlong episodes. 

 Perhaps the best way to describe the 
state of television this fall is that it’s in 
a holding pattern — not just waiting to 
land, but looking for the airport. 

It’s not the worst of seasons, and 
there are some promising new shows. 
But the new season lacks the crackle 
and excitement many viewers felt last 
year. 

In 2011, there was legitimate buzz 
about shows such as Showtime’s 
 Homeland, BBC America’s The Hour, 
Starz’s Boss, AMC’s Hell on Wheels, 
ABC’s Revenge, sitcoms like Fox’s New 
Girl, NBC’s Whitney, CBS’s 2 Broke 
Girls and ABC’s Last Man Standing.

The fact that some of those shows 
became hits is one of the reasons there 

isn’t an avalanche of exciting new shows this season, but the dominant reason is 
that the networks are playing things safe because they’re not sure where to go. 

Nowhere is that more evident than in NBC’s stated decision to boost new 
sitcoms with a “broader” appeal. As 30 Rock enters its final season and with 
The Office finally being put out of its post-Steve Carell misery, NBC is largely 
moving away from more sophisticated sitcoms in favor of shows like Guys 
With Kids. The exception on the Peacock network is Ryan Murphy’s The New 
Normal. 

Still, there is promise among the new fall offerings. 
Among dramatic series, I’d pick Call the Midwife on PBS, Vegas on CBS, 

the already premiered Copper on BBC America , Nashville on ABC and perhaps 
Revolution on NBC. For sitcoms: The New Normal and Go On (starring 
Matthew Perry, right) on NBC and The Mindy Project on Fox. 

But perhaps what best describes the static condition of TV in the 
fall of 2012 is that the shows I’m looking forward to most of all are all 
from previous years: Boardwalk Empire, The Good Wife, The Walking 
Dead, Sons of Anarchy, Revenge, Homeland, The Hour and Boss.

As for the new shows, here’s a list, organized by day: 

Call the Midwife, set in 1950s London, stars Jessica 
Raine and is based on an actual midwife’s memoirs. 

IN WITH 
THE NEW 
AND THE 
SAME OLD

By David Wiegand 
San Francisco Chronicle
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The fall TV season promises a few surprises, 
but innovative offerings are largely lacking

Terry O’Quinn and Vanessa Williams are Gavin 
and Olivia Doran in 666 Park Avenue.

PATRICK HARBRON | ABC

One friend is gay, the other isn’t in Part
 starring David Krumholtz, left, and Mich

MAT

The power goes out and tempers flare i
BOB

Andrew Rannells, left, and Justin 
Bartha play a gay couple seeking a 
surrogate mother in The New Normal.

TRAE PATTON | NBC

The Austin American-Statesman contributed to this report.
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TUESDAY

Ben and Kate, 8:30 p.m. , Sept. 25, Fox: This is an odd 
little sitcom about a brother and sister who are polar opposites 
but devoted to each other and seem to be challenged when 
it comes to relating to the rest of the world. It’s not laugh-
out-loud funny, but the quirkiness is appealing. Ben (Nat 
Faxon) becomes a “manny” to his single sister Kate’s (Dakota 
 Johnson) daughter. The show has payback potential, but it 
might take a while to appreciate. 

Go On, 9 p.m. , Sept. 11, NBC: Matthew Perry’s latest 
sitcom vehicle was previewed last month during the Olympics, 
and the pilot will be repeated as the show settles into its 
 regular time slot. Perry plays a sports radio talk show host 
whose wife was killed in an accident. He tries to repress all his 
anger and pain, but it doesn’t work, so he is sent to a therapy 
session run by Laura Benanti. The show has definite promise 
and is a good fit for Perry’s dry sense of humor. 

The New Normal, 9:30 p.m. , Sept. 11, NBC: Ryan Murphy’s 
new sitcom is about a gay male couple (Andrew Rannells and 
Justin Bartha) who hope to start a family through a surrogate 
(Georgia King), who is a single mother and has an over-
the-top, bigoted mom, played with scenery-chomping 
sass by Ellen Barkin. NBC calls the show Murphy’s 
love letter to the American family, and it is. It’s also 
funny. If you find it offensive, stick to Here Comes 
Honey Boo-Boo. 

Emily Owens, M.D., 9 p.m., Oct. 16, CW: A 
first-year doctor (Mamie Gummer, right) looks for-
ward to adulthood but finds that her new job is a lot 
like high school, complete with one of the actual mean 
girls who used to torment her. This light drama could be 
perfect for The CW’s audience. 

The Mindy Project, 9:30 p.m. , Sept. 25, Fox: 
Mindy Kaling, right, of The Office gets her name in 
the title this time as a young woman with a couple 
of extra pounds and a fairly lousy social life. It’s 
kind of like HBO’s Girls but without the weird sex. 
Kaling is appealing, smart and funny, and it’s just 
icing on the cake that the show puts an Asian-
American in the title role. In a year of ho-hum new 
sitcoms, this one offers some faint hope. 

Vegas, 10 p.m. , 
Sept. 25, CBS: 
Michael Chiklis and 
Dennis Quaid co-
star in this period 
drama about good 
versus evil in Vegas 
in 1960, if, indeed, 
it be said what is 
good and what is 
evil in Vegas. Chiklis 
plays a mobster 
looking to expand 
his power and 
 influence, and Quaid 
is a rancher who is 
also a tough crime-
solver. Odds are in 
the show’s favor, 
thanks largely to 
the cast, the period 
look of the show 
and Nick Pileggi’s 
participation. 

Underemployed, 10 p.m. , Oct. 16, MTV: A new scripted 
show that reflects the reality of trying to find a job in today’s 
economy, made even tougher if you’re a recent college grad 
and are competing with little experience. The show follows five 
friends in Chicago as they try to pursue their life dreams, only 
to find themselves flailing in both the job market and romance. 
It almost goes without saying that the five actors are easy on 
the eyes. 

WEDNESDAY

Arrow, 8 p.m., Oct. 10, CW: The CW tries, with mixed 
results, to give DC Comics hero The Green Arrow the kind of 

treatment that director Christopher Nolan brought to the big-
screen Batman reboot. 

Guys With Kids, 8:30 p.m. , Sept. 26, NBC:  Jimmy 
Fallon has co-created a show about three men 
and their babies. It’s not terribly  groundbreaking, 
but it’s amusing and, well, cute. It stars Anthony 
Anderson, Jesse Bradford and Zach Cregger and 
is an example of NBC going for a broader (read: 

old-fashioned and not 30 Rock or Community) 
audience. Lots of jokes based on how stupid men 

are, of course, but that’s nothing new in TV. 
Animal Practice, 9 p.m. , Sept. 26, NBC: This new 

 sitcom premiered in August so NBC could take 
advantage of its Olympics audience. The pilot will 

air again Sept. 26, the show’s regular time slot. It’s 
about an animal clinic whose head vet, played by 
Justin Kirk, has his own way of doing things, albeit 
chaotically. He has to find a way to work with the 

daughter of the late owner of the clinic. It’s not 
very good, but the animals might keep viewers’ 

 attention despite the absence of, you know, humor. 
The Neighbors, 9:30 p.m. , Sept. 26, ABC: Except 

for the fact that it has a late-ish premiere, this is a leading 
 candidate for the first show of the season to get the ax. It’s 
about a “normal” suburban family living in a community of 
aliens who name their children after sports stars like Larry 
Bird and Jackie Joyner-Kersee. Jami Gertz stars. The pilot is 
absurd, but after you’ve learned how they name their kids, how 
can the show sustain the “humor”? Third Rock From the Sun 
did this far better. 

Nashville, 10 p.m. , Oct 
10, ABC: Another promising 
 nighttime soap opera from 
ABC, Nashville centers on the 
world of country music as 
Connie Britton, left, stars as 
a veteran singer who is being 
challenged by a sassy young 
upstart played by Taylor Swift. 
Strike that: I meant Hayden 
Panettiere. Powers Boothe 
plays the evil Big Daddy 
patriarch, and the show ripples 
with hella good music. 

Chicago Fire, 10 p.m. , Oct. 10, NBC: No, this is not Law 
and Order with hoses. Honest. Creator Dick Wolf says so. Still, 
there are elements common to Wolf’s long-running cops-and-
lawyers franchise, but with more focus on the back stories of 
the main characters of a Chicago fire and rescue squad. Wolf 
might seem a safe bet for the beleaguered network simply 
because his shows have paid off in the past. It’s not like 
Rescue Me, though, because these guys don’t ride around town 
with Jesus riding shotgun. But is the public tired of the Wolf 
formula? Call this one a Wolf in firefighter’s clothing. 

THURSDAY

Last Resort, 9 p.m. , Sept. 27, ABC: Andre Braugher stars 
as a submarine captain who disobeys orders to bomb Pakistan 
and winds up on a remote island, reminiscent of either Lost or 
Survivor. The pilot makes so little sense, you just can’t ... wait 
for it ... fathom what is going on. Braugher is always  interesting. 
Think of it as Lost meets, well, something not as good. 

Beauty and the Beast, 9 p.m., Oct. 11, CW: The beast in 
this reboot is a post-9/11 genetic experiment who, apparently, 
gets ugly only when he gets mad, like a flesh-colored Hulk. 
Bonus: No singing tableware! 

Elementary, 10 p.m. , Sept. 27, CBS: Jonny Lee Miller 
and Lucy Liu star as a modern-day Sherlock Holmes and Dr. 
 Watson in a show that pretty much mangles 
the authentic Holmes lore but is gripping, 
edgy and watchable if you don’t think 
about it too much. It’s also not a good 
idea to compare it to PBS’s brilliant 
 Sherlock, which does the same thing but 
while being faithful to Arthur Conan Doyle. 
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The crime drama Vegas pits 
mob boss (Michael Chiklis, left) 
against lawman (Dennis Quaid).

KEVIN LYNCH | CBS

As submariners, Daisy Betts and Andre Braugher 
deal with a life-altering decision in Last Resort.

MARIO PEREZ | ABC

Elementary gives us Jonny Lee Miller as Sherlock 
Holmes and Lucy Liu as Watson.

NINO MUÑOZ | CBS
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Stephen Amell takes a shot at stardom in Arrow.
KHAREN HILL | THE CW


