
FRANKFORT – The
Commonwealth’s two-
year budget plan con-
tinued to dominate
much of the Senate’s
attention this week.

This is the most im-
portant work of any
even-year 60-day leg-
islative session as well
as the most time-con-
suming. Arriving at a
two-year spending plan
the Senate, House and
Governor can all sign
off on is never a simple
task. But this year --
after five years of an
ailing economy and the
end of the federal stim-
ulus money we used to
patch together a bal-
anced budget during
the worst recession in
memory -- it seems
even more daunting.

There is some good
news out there. State
revenues are finally re-
bounding from the eco-
nomic downturn that
began in 2007. That is
welcome news, yes, but
it still only puts us
back at pre-recession
revenue levels. And, in
those intervening
years, just as your
household expenses
have increased, so has
the cost of programs
and services funded by
the state.

We are left with a

shortfall of more than
$700 million and the
stark reality that agen-
cies and programs hav-
ing already endured 10
rounds of cuts, face
even more cuts in the
next budget cycle.
Most, with the excep-
tion of a few critical
areas such as Medic-
aid, and base funding
for public schools,
would endure another
8.4 percent in cuts over
the next two years.

We protected educa-
tion as well as we
could. Under the latest
version of the plan, our
public universities and
Education Cabinet
were spared the full
impact of the 8.4 per-
cent cut. The Senate
added provisions to
provide relief for school
districts impacted by
the recent tornadoes,
including additional
disaster days, and a
special process to cal-
culate SEEK funding

for 2012-2013. Even
with a tight budget,
members of the Gen-
eral Assembly feel it is
important to help our
storm-ravaged commu-
nities to get back on
track.

Legislative and judi-
cial branches of gov-
ernment, not included
in the $19.5 billion ex-
ecutive branch budget,
will face the full 8.4
percent cut, as well.

More money was
eked out in a few es-
sential areas, including
social services, in re-
sponse to frontline
workers’ overwhelming
caseloads. We also pro-
vided an additional
funding for transi-
tional living for devel-
opmentally disabled
Kentuckians. Even in
the dire situation we
are in, we must ensure
that our most vulnera-
ble citizens are pro-
tected.

I voted against the
budget because it was
inadequate for the
needs of the citizens of
the Commonwealth.
Taking $20 million in
bond funds to create
high tech investment
in the state is not the
best decision for our
state. In the difficult
times our state is fac-
ing we need to increase
employment. This
makes it hard for me
cast a vote in favor of
the Senate budget. I
am hopeful that these
issues will be worked
out in the conference
committee and I will be
able to support the
final budget.

I am hopeful the
final version of the
budget will reflect a re-
sponsible level of debt
and carry us through
the next two years, to a
better economy where
Kentuckians are back
at work and businesses
big and small are
thriving.
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The Morehead News
welcomes your letters
on topics that affect
our readers.

Here are some
guidelines that will
help your letter get in
the newspaper more
quickly.

• Letters must not
exceed 300 words. 

• No more than one
letter per calendar
month will be pub-
lished from the same
author.

• Address the editor.
No “open letters” to
anyone, including pub-
lic officials. Even when
responding to someone

else’s letter, write to
the editor and not that
person.

• Letters must be
verified. All letters
should be signed with
the address and tele-
phone number in-
cluded so we can make
sure that you sent the
letter.

All letters will be
printed at the sole dis-
cretion of the editor.

We reserve the right
to edit all letters.

Send letters to:
The Morehead News
722 W. First Street

Morehead, KY 40351

Letters Policy

Your Elected 
Representatives

Judge-executive 
Jim Nickell
Rowan County Courthouse
600 West Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-5151

• • • • • • •
Morehead Mayor 
David Perkins
City Hall
105 East Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-8505

• • • • • • •
State Sen.
Walter Blevins Jr.
P.O. Box 604
West Liberty KY 41472
1-800-372-7181 (Office)
email: walter.blevins
@lrc.ky.gov

• • • • • • •
State Rep.
John Will Stacy
P.O. Box 135
West Liberty KY 41472
606-743-1516 (Home)
1-800-372-7181 (Frankfort)

• • • • • • •
State Rep. 
Rocky Adkins
P.O. Box 688
Sandy Hook KY 41171
606-738-4242 (Home)
1-502-564-8100 ext. 659
(Frankfort)
606-928-0407 (Ashland)

• • • • • • •
U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers

2406 Rayburn House Office 
Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-225-4601
606-679-8346 (Somerset)

• • • • • • •
Sen. Mitch McConnell

317 Russell Senate
Office Building
Washington, D.C 20510
202-224-2541

• • • • • • •
Sen. Rand Paul

5 Russell Courtyard 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-4343

The Morehead News

SALUTES
If you would like to
nominate someone to
be featured in The
Morehead News
Salutes, please send
a brief description of
the individual, cou-
ple or group to:

“SALUTES”
The Morehead News
722 West First Street
Morehead, KY 40351

All nominations will
be considered; how-
ever, our Editorial
Board will be respon-
sible for making the
final decision. 
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SALUTES
Darcy Gillock and Kira Hensley

We salute these young women for their personal leadership in or-
ganizing and conducting last week’s “Light After The Storm”

event which raised more than $4,000 for tornado relief in Morgan,
Menifee and Magoffin counties. The total is expected to go higher

as other proceeds are tallied.

Gov. Steve Beshear and the Kentucky
General Assembly are close to finishing
state government’s operating budget for
the next two years starting July 1.

It will total about $19.5 billion, close to
what the governor requested in January
in his budget address.

And, as the governor promised in his
speech, the new budget represents a “day
of reckoning” for the citizens of Ken-
tucky.

The new, two-year spending plan will
cut another $350 million from the exist-
ing budget by further reducing state
agency budgets by 8.4 percent and public
higher education by 6.4 percent.

The senators and representatives from
both parties will go home when the ses-
sion ends in mid-April and tell the voters
they did the best they could with what
they had.

News releases prepared by legislative
staff will be distributed to the news
media but there will be nothing of sub-
stance on how the new budget will im-
prove the lives of Kentuckians. 

SEEK, the primary funding mecha-
nism for elementary and secondary
schools, supposedly will be protected but
don’t believe it.

The truth is that SEEK funding per
student will continue to decline in the
next biennium because the Kentucky De-
partment of Education admittedly un-
derestimated the number of students in
our public schools and there is no new
money to make up the difference.

As a result, the 174 public school dis-
tricts will be shortchanged again, in ad-
dition to the constant whittling of
funding such as transportation. 

The Rowan County Board of Education
had the courage to enact a small tax in-
crease this year, only to see it wiped out
by a reduction in state funding.

The governor failed to recommend any
revenue increase in this legislative ses-
sion, despite $1 billion in cuts over the
last four years.

And the 138 lawmakers were happy to
oblige him because this is an election
year and no one wants to go home to face
unhappy voters faced with paying higher
taxes.

It seems no one in Frankfort has the
political courage to find new revenue, de-
spite the state’s desperate needs.

In fact, state tax rates have not in-
creased since the Fletcher Administra-
tion tried its version of tax reform to
help small businesses.

So, it seems we are doomed to two
more years of underfunded schools and
colleges, inadequate services for children
and senior citizens, the continued whole-
sale release of prison inmates to cut
prison costs and other shortfalls too nu-
merous to list.

It’s no wonder that Kentucky is re-
garded nationally as a poorly managed
state.

In Our Opinion

Why Kentucky is seen as
poorly managed 

Become our friend on
Facebook: facebook.com

/themorehead news

Readers of The Morehead News are invited to
submit suggestions for local news coverage, ideas
for editorials, and topics for personal columns by
the Publisher and others. E-mail your input to
kkappes@themoreheadnews.com or fax to 606-
784-7337. Mail material to: Keith Kappes, Pub-
lisher, The Morehead News, 722 W. First St.,
Morehead, KY 40351.

Your input is invited!

Local schools

MARVIN

MOORE

Superintendent

Rowan Schools
Week in Review

See ROWAN on A-7

We want to send our
condolences to Angela
DeHart (RCSHS special
education teacher) who
lost her dad on Tuesday
over Spring Break.  Mr.
DeHart is also Carla
DeHart's (RCSHS voca-
tional teacher) father-
in-law.  Please
remember these fami-
lies in your prayers.

While we were off en-
joying Spring Break
some of our RCSHS
students were doing
some volunteer work to
give back to those af-
fected by the recent
storms and to our own
community.  Guy Grif-
fin (RCSHS aide) and
Krista Hayslip (RCSHS
vocational teacher) took

Senate Week in Review
General Assembly

WALTER

BLEVINS

State
Senator

See FORUM on A-7


