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As Centre College prepares
for tonight’s vice-presidential
debate, media personalities
from all over the world have
begun arriving in Danville. 

About 3,200 media person-
nel are expected to attend the

event. For some, it will be their
first time in Kentucky, while
others have visited the state be-
fore. 

Carina Bergfeldt, a print
journalist with Aftonbladet,
from Stockholm, Sweden, ar-
rived Wednesday afternoon.
She covered the presidential
debate in Denver and will be in

the United States through the
election.

“It’s exotic and beautiful
here. I like how people decorate
their houses for the event. I was
fascinated with the political
signs,” Bergfeldt said, explain-
ing that in Sweden it is consid-
ered impolite to ask a person
for whom they are voting.

She likes that people here are
proudly taking a stand for the
candidate they support.

ere are an estimated 574
foreign personnel here, some,
like Bergfeldt, are from outlets
that aren’t as well known to
Americans. However, she says
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It will all be over in 90
minutes.

“You stand out here in the
midst of all this,” said
Clarence Wyatt, Centre Col-
lege history professor and
vice-presidential debate
steering committee chair-
man, pausing as he sur-
veyed a landscape outside
the Norton Center of the
Arts lined with television
lights.

“Pick a metaphor. It’s like
you are about to deliver a
child you have been prepar-
ing nine months to welcome
or Christmas morning when
you get to finally open the
presents.”

Almost a year to the day
since the college announced
the debate was “in the bag”
on Halloween, months of
unseen work will culminate
ursday with the world
watching. ere is nervous
anticipation mixed with sat-
isfaction for those who or-
chestrated the event — a
team mostly intact since
Centre hosted the vice-pres-
idential debate between
Dick Cheney and Joe
Lieberman 12 years ago. It
was a long road from what
was considered a successful
debate in 2000.

Apart from the immedi-
ate rewards of the debate,
whether meted out in head-
lines or one-of-a-kind
chances to host a bit of his-
tory, the school believes it
made big gains.

School officials give the
event part of the credit for a
surge in student applica-
tions, particularly from out
of state, that has allowed the
school to increase enroll-
ment and fund $100 million
in projects to accommodate
the growth. 

e cost of hosting the
debate, this time reported to
be about $3.3 million, was
seen as another investment
in the future of the school
and opportunity to host a
piece of history. 

e school first made
landing a debate a priority
when Centre President John
Roush arrived in 1998 from
the University of Richmond
in Virginia. As a vice presi-
dent there, he had helped
lure and put on one of the
1992 presidential debates
among Bill Clinton, George
H.W. Bush and Ross Perot. 
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Centre ready to shine in national spotlight
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Centre College students and debate officials prepare Wednesday for a rehearsal of tonight’s vice-presidential debate at the Norton Center for
the Arts.

Governor
showcases
state at
reception
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Gov. Steve Beshear
hosted a media reception
Wednesday night for those
in town to cover the vice-
presidential debate, offering
visitors the opportunity to
sample Kentucky bourbon
and taste food grown in the
state. 

“is is obviously an ex-
citing time for Danville,”
Beshear said. “is is a great
time for us to market Ken-
tucky to the world.” 

He hoped the reception
and tonight’s debate will
help highlight some of the
aspects of Kentucky that
sometimes are overlooked.

Specifically, Beshear
wants people to know more
about the Kentucky that has
one of the fastest growing
economies in the nation and
has been ranked in ForbesLUCK OF THE DRAW
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Some Centre College stu-
dents are putting their fall
break plans on hold after
being chosen to attend
tonight’s vice-presidential
debate.

One hundred students
heard their names called for
tickets Wednesday, while 30
others were drawn as alter-
nates in case any of the
group can’t attend.

College officials found a
sure way to get the attention
of hundreds of college stu-
dents when they announced
a ticket lottery last week. A
large crowd gathered in
front of Young Hall as names
were drawn from a hopper
and read by President John
Roush.

Patrick Noltemeyer, the
school’s associate dean and
director of community serv-
ice, said more than 560 stu-
dents registered by the
weekend deadline. He said
the 100 attendees and the 30

students in the debate hall
as ushers will allow the
school to reach its goal of
getting about 10 percent of
its student body into the
event.

Newlin Hall at the Norton

Center for the Arts typically
holds just under 1,500 seats,
but 600 were removed to
make way for television pro-
duction. e remaining tick-
ets are split among people
with the presidential cam-

paigns, the Commission on
Presidential Debates and
Centre. 

A similar allotment was
given to Centre students be-

1991 wedding
guest list 

made debate 
side issue
By DAVID BAUDER

AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — The day
before the vice-presidential
debate the guest list for
moderator Martha Rad-
datz’s 1991 wedding be-
came an issue, of sorts.

The list included Har-
vard Law School student
and future president
Barack Obama. 

The groom was Julius
Genachowski, the current
Federal Communications
Commission chairman.
And The Daily Caller web-
site wanted to know if the
connections 21 years ago
raise the question of bias
going into today’s debate.

Behind the scoop:

100 Centre students get last-minute tickets

David Brock/dbrock@amnews.com

Patrick Noltemeyer, right, associate dean at Centre College, announces to a crowd Wednesday that 100
tickets will be available to students for tonight’s vice-presidential debate.
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