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Lexington-based Fortune 
Hi-Tech Marketing operated 
a “massive pyramid scheme” 
involving more than 100,000 
people and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, Kentucky and 
federal officials allege in a 
lawsuit against the company.

The Corporate Drive head-
quarters and Danville ware-
house of the multilevel mar-
keting company were seized 
Monday, and the business 
was placed in receivership, 
Kentucky Attorney General 
Jack Conway announced dur-
ing a news conference Mon-
day afternoon.

The lawsuit contends that 
more than 90 percent of the 
consumers who paid about 
$249 to join Fortune Hi-Tech 
lost their money. The suit 
was filed Thursday in Illinois 
federal court by the Federal 
Trade Commission and the 
attorneys general from Ken-
tucky, North Carolina and Il-
linois.

“We think today’s actions 
are the beginning of the end 
of one of the most prolific 
pyramid schemes operating 

State, feds seize marketing company
LEXINGTON’S FORTUNE HI-TECH 

CALLED ‘MASSIVE PYRAMID SCHEME’
By Linda B. Blackford

lblackford@herald-leader.com

See FORTUNE, A2

 FORT WORTH, Texas 
— President Barack Obama 
will unveil his sweeping im-
migration plan Tuesday in 
the midst of a rapidly shifting 
political environment. It’s his 
most ambitious move yet on 
the emotionally divisive issue 
after making a series of small-
er steps during the past year.

Obama first came into of-
fice on the heels of Washing-
ton’s failure to overhaul the 
nation’s immigration laws. 

Those failures in 2006 and 
2007 led many cities and 
states to adopt their own 
regulations to drive out illegal 
immigrants.

But exit polls find that 
views are changing, and a 
growing Latino electorate has 
emerged as a powerful force.

The political landscape has 
shifted so much that even be-
fore this latest proposal, the 
White House has been able to 
quietly unveil several policy 
changes that undercut com-
munities’ ability to enforce 
federal immigration laws 
and that allow more illegal 
 immigrants to remain in the 
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Obama seizing 
political shift to 
push big reform

By Franco Ordoñez 
and Diane Smith

McClatchy Newspapers

IMMIGRATION

See IMMIGRATION, A2

Steve Baker, Midwest regional manager for the Federal Trade Commission, entered the Corporate Drive headquarters of Fortune 
Hi-Tech Marketing on Monday. Federal and state authorities sued the company, seized its assets and put it in receivership.
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FTC hot line
The Federal Trade  Commission 
has set up a hot line for 
 questions from Fortune Hi-Tech’s 
sales representatives. The 
number is (202) 326-2643 .

Go online to read previous stories 
about Fortune Hi-Tech .

Paul Orberson, founder of 
 Fortune Hi-Tech Marketing, 
could not be reached for 
 comment. He has been a major 
contributor to UK Athletics.
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Diggers hosts 
George  Wyant, 
left, and Tim 
Saylor com-
pared artifacts 
while filming at 
the well on the 
site of Randall 
McCoy’s 
burned-out 
homestead.
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The site of one of the 
bloodiest chapters in the 
Hatfield and McCoy feud 
has been uncovered by 
archaeol ogists, and bullets 
thought to have been fired 

on that cold night in 1888 
when Randall  McCoy ’s 
home was destroyed have 
been found.

The infamous feud lasted 
from 1865 to 1891, but the 
1888 New Year’s ambush 

SHOW FEATURES FINDS WHERE HATFIELDS BURNED OUT MCCOYS 

Famous feud site yields 
artifacts that TV digs

By Mary Meehan
mmeehan1@herald-leader.com
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‘Diggers’
10 p.m. Tue. 
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Channel

Campaigning for the 
Kentucky House last year, 
Brian Linder said state law-
makers did not need public 
pensions.

“When part-time legisla-
tors like (House Speaker) 
Greg Stumbo have full-
time pension plans — and 
in his case, to the tune of 
$1.25 million on the backs 
of Kentucky families — it 
is our responsibility to act,” 
Linder said Sept. 12 at a 
Frankfort news conference 
while flanked by more than 
a dozen of his fellow Repub-
lican legislative candidates.
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Saying no isn’t 
an option, new 
lawmakers find

By John Cheves
jcheves@herald-leader.com
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SaintJosephBreastCenter.org

When choosing your source for breast care services, you need a place that
understands you’re more than just a name. Saint Joseph Breast Center offers
experienced physicians, all-female compassionate staff, and the latest technology.

Don’t wait to schedule your
annual screening mammogram.
Call 859.967.5613 to schedule
your appointment in Lexington
or 859.986.6587 for
Saint Joseph Berea.

Kimberly Stigers, MDMargaret O’Neill Brown, MD Marta Kenney, MD

Experienced Breast Care with Dignity


