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Fiction
1. The Casual Vacancy by J.K. 

Rowling

2. NYPD Red by James Patterson 
and Marshall Karp

3. Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

4. Winter of the World by Ken 
Follett

5. Mad River by John Sandford

6. The Time Keeper by Mitch 
Albom

7. A Wanted Man by Lee Child

8. This Is How You Lose Her by 
Junot Díaz

9. Live by Night by Dennis 
Lehane

10. Low Pressure by Sandra 
Brown

Non-fiction
1. Killing Kennedy by Bill O’Reilly 

and Martin Dugard

2. No Easy Day by Mark Owen 
with Kevin Maurer

3. Who I Am by Pete Townshend

4. America Again by Stephen 
Colbert et al.

5. Killing Lincoln by Bill O’Reilly 
and Martin Dugard 

6. Waging Heavy Peace by Neil 
Young

7. How Children Succeed by Paul 
Tough

8. Into the Fire by Dakota Meyer 
and Bing West

9. Total Recall by Arnold 
Schwarzenegger with Peter 
Petre

10. Mugged by Ann Coulter

These lists were  compiled by The New York Times from computer-
 processed sales figures from more than 3,985 bookstores plus 
whole salers  serving more than 50,000 other retailers, statistically 
weighted to  represent sales in all such outlets nationwide.

BEST 
SELLERS

 In Justin Cronin’s best 
seller The Passage, plagues 
of vampires swarmed the 
Earth, forming the “Twelve 
Viral Tribes” that laid “waste 
to every living thing” except 
for pockets of survivors, 
and Amy, “a child to stand 
against them.” 

Reviewing The  Passage, 
I suggested it was a 
 creation story — a poetic 
post- apocalyptic tale, part 
 supernatural thriller and part 
philosophical meditation on 
the nature of humanity. If 
The Passage is the trilogy’s 
 Genesis, then the second 
book, The Twelve, is its 
Exodus, a complex narrative 
of flight and forgiveness, of 
great suffering and  staggering 
loss, of terrible betrayals and 
incredible hope. (The series’ 
final book, tentatively called 
The City of Mirrors, report-
edly will be released in 2014.)

But whereas The  Passage 
sets its philosophy, allegory 
and fictional artifice on the 
backbone of a terrific blood-
curdling thriller, in The 
Twelve, the novel’s overall 

suspense is hobbled  beneath 
a burden of too many 
time jumps and too many 
 characters. 

That said, Cronin is a 
 prophetic and  passionate 
writer, and beneath its 
weight The Twelve is an 
undeniable and compelling 
epic, presenting a world of 
“emotional incontinence” 
where “the drive to kill” has 

become our nature, where 
“humanity (is)  dissolving 
and taking its  stories with 
it,” and where “the  journey 
(has) acquired its own 
meaning,  independent of any 
 destination.” Time in this 
novel is distended, pulled 
apart and deliberately out 
of sync as Cronin boldly 
matches form and content. 

Each jump in the  narrative 
continues the stories of 
 familiar characters from The 
Passage, but in this book 
they shift forward to their 
 descendants or turn  backward 
to their  ancestors. At 
 significant points, Amy’s story 
cuts into these  beginnings, 
middles and endings. 

Like the 12 original 
virals, Amy, the trilogy’s 
main  character, is a being 
“out of time.” She’s a kind of 
 Miltonian rebel angel, cast out 
but not damned, or a Christ-
like figure,  fighting against the 
melding   consciousness of the 
viral hordes as she’s drawn 
toward the ultimate sacrifice 
she must make for humanity’s 
sins. 

Characters travel from the 
year Zero to 100 years after 

the virals (or “A.V.”), from an 
event called “Denver’s Last 
Stand” to a violent despotic 
Homeland ripe for  revolution 
that satisfies its citizens’ 
bloodlust with gladiator 
fights against caged “Dracs” 
(one of the most riveting 
 sections). Virals are a “force 
of undiluted nature,” yet to 
kill them it’s necessary to do 
something profoundly human 
(no spoilers here). 

And then there are 
 busloads of new characters (I 
kept the author’s included list 
of “dramatis personae” near) 
that I thought diluted the 
suspense across the book as 
a whole because I didn’t and 
couldn’t care about them all. 

In his poem In The 
Afterlife, Mark Strand poses 
the question: “When no one 
remembers, what is there?” 
Perhaps Cronin, who sets 
the question in The Twelve’s 
prologue, is presenting an 
allegory about our world’s 
afterlife, our ability to survive 
an apocalyptic event like 
9/11. Will we rise above 
our base natures or “thus in 
blood it began” and in blood 
it will end? 

By Carole E. Barrowman
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Trilogy’s middle entry 
blends loss, betrayal, hope

BOOK REVIEW
‘The Twelve’
By Justin Cronin

Ballantine Books. 592 pp. $28. 

They come in all shapes and 
sizes. They can be curly, straight 
and sometimes a little bit patchy. 
But during the month of Novem-
ber, mustaches are much more 
than a fashion statement. 

They also serve as a focal point 
of an awareness and fund-raising 
campaign for men’s health issues, 
particularly prostate and testicular 
cancers. The movement is called 
Movember.

Men — or “Mo Bros,” as they 
are known — commit to grow-
ing a mustache throughout the 
month while raising awareness 

and money through sponsors and 
donations.

The idea is that these mustach-
es are equivalent to the ribbons 
people wear to increase awareness 
for certain causes.

Men can sign up to participate 
at Movember.com, where grooming 
and style tips also are available.

In 2011, more than 854,000 
people participated in Movember 
around the world, raising more 
than $126.3 million.

Funds go toward prostate can-
cer and testicular cancer initiatives 
through the Movember Founda-
tion, Prostate Cancer Foundation 
and Livestrong Foundation.

By Stephanie Cary
Daily Breeze (Torrance, Calif.)

A fund-raiser that’s for ‘Mo Bros’ only

■ Registered participants 
start off with a clean-shaven 
face Nov. 1.

■ For the entire month, 
each Mo Bro must grow and 
groom his mustache.

■ The mustache must 
stand alone, meaning no 
beards or goatees.

■ Men should use their 
mustaches as a way to start 
conversations about men’s 
health.

‘MOVEMBER’ RULES

Fall Sportcoats
entire stock reduced 1/2 price

50%
for a limited time

“Fall is in the Air”
Keeneland - Football - Basketball - Winter

and “Graves, Cox”

*Visit our Popup store
in the Fayette Mall
across from J. Crew

325 West Main Street
Lexington, Kentucky 40507

www.gravescox.com
Open: Mon-Fri 10-6 & Sat 10-5

FREE PARKING
Victorian Square Parking Garage

Graves, Cox’s own

Starting at $120
Christmas Delivery Deadline is November 1!

112 Clay Avenue
Lexington
859-255-3188


