
By ALAN CLENDENNING
The Associated Press

BARCELONA, Spain —
Microsoft Corp. on Wednesday let
consumers start trying out its
upcoming touch-based Windows
8 operating system, which aims to
power a new wave of computer
tablets and traditional PCs
designed to counter Apple’s big
gains in the market through its
Macs and iPads.

The test “beta” version of the
revamped system was introduced
at the Mobile World Congress in
Barcelona, the planet’s largest
cellphone trade show, and bor-
rows some of the look of
Microsoft’s Windows Phone 7
software for Windows 8.

Windows 8 doesn’t have the tra-
ditional “Start” menu, and applica-
tions are spread across a mosaic of
tiles in a design Microsoft calls
“Metro” – seen as an attempt by
the company as a scramble to pre-
serve its market share. And execu-
tives said it powers up on PCs in
eight seconds, much faster than the
previous version.

The tiles, which resemble road
signs, can be navigated with a fin-
ger swipe on the screen or with a
keyboard and mouse. But those
testing out the new operating sys-
tem won’t be able to try out the
finger swiping unless they already
have systems enabled for touch
use, and the system isn’t expected
to make its official debut until
September or October.

Microsoft executives in
Barcelona showed how users can
use their fingertips to swipe in and
out of applications, and tilt upright
computer screens to a flat position
so they can be used as two-person
gaming boards or big drawing
tablets. A slim laptop had a hinge
allowing it to be turned inside out
so it could be used as a tablet
instead.

“It’s beautiful, it’s modern, it’s
fast, it’s fluid,” said Steven Sinof-
sky, president of Microsoft’s Win-
dows division. “Windows 8 is a
generational change in the win-
dows operating system.”

Microsoft is also opening an
Internet “Windows Store” where
users can download applications
for the operating system. Applica-
tions are free for those testing out
the beta version, but would
include both free and paid ver-
sions after the operating system is

released.
The test version was down-

loaded by people from more than
70 countries as Microsoft gave its
presentation about Windows 8.
The software can be downloaded
at windows.microsoft.com/
en-US/windows-8/consumer-
preview.

Apple is also moving features
from its iPhone and iPad software
over to its Mac software. That
trend will be particularly visible in
Mountain Lion, the new Mac
operating system that’s expected
to be released this summer.

Windows 8 will also be the first
Microsoft software in a long time
besides its cellphone software that
will run on non-Intel style proces-
sors. The company is developing
a version that will run on phone-
style chips, such as those used in
the iPad.

If Windows 8 is a hit, it could
help struggling PC makers,
including Hewlett-Packard Co.
and Dell Inc. Besides giving busi-
nesses and consumers a reason to
consider new PC purchases, Win-
dows 8 is expected to spawn a
new breed of hybrid machines
that will be part tablet computer
and part laptop like the device that
Sinofsky demonstrated.

If Windows 8 is a flop, howev-
er, it will increase the pressure on
Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer.
His 12-year reign has been marred
by the company’s troubles adapt-
ing to an Internet-driven
upheaval. As Microsoft has stum-
bled, faster-innovating companies
such as Apple and Google have

elbowed their way into a position
to steer the direction of computing
for the next decade or two.

Microsoft’s financial perfor-
mance traditionally improves
when it releases a new version of

Windows. The last upgrade came
in October 2009 when Windows 7
hit the market. The company has
sold more than 525 million copies
of Windows 7 since then. Part of
Window 7’s success stemmed
from pent-up demand; the previ-
ous version, Vista, was so clunky
and buggy that many PC users
stuck with the system they already
had on their machines or switched
to Apple’s technology on Mac
computers.

Windows 8 is radically different
from its predecessors, with its tiles
that provide a glimpse at the activ-
ity occurring in applications con-
nected to the Web, such as email.

The system also is expected to
enable users to easily back up
their pictures, movies, music and
other files on a Microsoft storage
service called SkyDrive, which
will compete against Apple’s
iCloud.

Julie Larson-Green, head of
“Windows Experience” and
responsible for delivering a new

operating system that wows the
world’s PC users, showed how
documents and data can be stored
in one device only to appear
instantaneously in another.

“It will populate with every-

thing you are used to using right
away,” she said.

The operating system’s versa-
tility means it can be used to
power computer tablets, as well as
traditional PCs.
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SPECIAL 60% OFF
ALL BLANKETS
Special 19.99-127.99. 
Reg. $50-$320, 
after special 
29.99-199.99. 
Twin-king.

 WebID 
490600.

SPECIAL 40% OFF
TEA, DRIP COFFEE & ESPRESSO MAKERS
Special 5.99-$2520. Reg. 9.99-$4200, 
after special 7.99-2999.99.
All styles from Cuisinart, 
De’Longhi, Nespresso, 
Russell Hobbs, 
Krups and more. 

SPECIAL $99
DIAMOND-ACCENT 
EARRINGS 
Reg. $300, 
after special 127.50. 
In 14k yellow 
(  WebID 613202)
or white 
(  WebID 613203) gold. 

SPECIAL 29.99
53-PC. FLATWARE SET 
Reg. $80, 
after special 49.99. 
Service for 8 from 
International Silver. 
From left: American 
Bead & Simplicity. 

WebID 244574.

SPECIAL 19.99 
BELLA CHOICES
Reg. 39.99-49.99, after special 29.99. 
Panini maker, #13267 
(  WebID 315154); 
Rocket blender, #13330 
(  WebID 330413)
or quesadilla maker, 
#10023 (  WebID 212733).

SPECIAL $199
GEMSTONE & DIAMOND RING
Reg. $600, after special $306. 
Rubies (  WebID 370582)
or emeralds 
(  WebID 370580)
in 14k gold. 

SPECIAL 24.99
ROXY FOR HER
Reg. $39. 
Pier skimmer. 
6-10M.  WebID 
651004.

SPECIAL 16.99
PYREX CHOICES
Reg. 34.99, 
after special 24.99. 
8-pc. Easy Grab set 
(  WebID 564305)
or 10-pc. 
storage set 
(  WebID 490839). 

SPECIAL $199
BLACK DIAMONDS 
Reg. $600, after special $255. 
1/2 ct. t.w.‡ earrings 
(  WebID 585848)
or ring (  WebID 
567508) in 
sterling silver. 

SPECIAL 60% OFF
ALL 9-PC. & 12-PC. BEDROOM SETS
Special 119.99-159.99. Reg. $300-$400, 
after special 149.99-199.99. 
Only at Macy’s. Shown: Empire
Court by Martha Stewart 
Collection. Queen 
or king.  WebID 
645358.

SPECIAL 40% OFF
ALL JUICERS & FOOD 
PROCESSORS  
Special 17.99-257.99. 
Reg. 29.99-429.99, 
after special 
19.99-299.99. 
From Cuisinart, 
Breville and more. 

SPECIAL 49.99
BLACK DIAMOND** STUDS
Reg. $200, 
after special $85. 
1/2 ct. t.w.‡ in 
sterling silver 
by Victoria Townsend. 

 WebID 646302.

SPECIAL 49.99 
4-PC. SET
Reg. $160, 
after special 69.99. 
Only at Macy’s. 
Travel Select Journey 
luggage. WebID 
578321.

SPECIAL 
50% OFF
BALI® BRAS
Special $17. Reg. $34, 
after special 17.99. 
Double Support styles. 

 WebID 218287.

SPECIAL 
19.99 
STYLE & CO.
Reg. $49, after 
special 24.50. 
Only at Macy’s. 
Fit Solutions 
jeans. Misses 
& petites. 
Women’s prices 
slightly higher.

SPECIAL 
59.99 
CLEARANCE SUITS 
Orig.* $200-$340, 
after special 69.99. 
Skirtsuits, pantsuits 
and jacket dresses 
from Le Suit & more. 
Misses, petites 
and women.

SPECIAL 50% + 10% OFF 
SLIM-FIT SUIT SEPARATES
Special 222.75. Reg. $495, 
after special 249.99. 
Only at Macy’s. By Alfani Red. 
Jacket. Special $162. Reg. $360, 
after special 179.99.Pants. 
Special 60.75. Reg. $135, 
after special $70.  WebID 281181.

SPECIAL 
24.99
YOUNG MEN’S JEANS
Reg. $40, 
after special 29.99. 
Styles from Ring of 
Fire & Royal Premium.
Waists 30-38. 

SPECIAL 
7.99
CLEARANCE SHIRTS
Orig.* 34.50-$68, 
after special 9.99. 
Woven or knit
 styles. S-XXL. 

 WebID 586173.

SPECIAL 
19.99
DRESS SHIRTS 
OR TIES 
Reg. 49.50, 
after special 
29.99. Only at 
Macy’s. From 
Club Room 
and Alfani. 

SHOP 9AM-1OPM FRIDAY & 9AM-11PM SATURDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. 
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

Jewelry specials are only available at stores that carry fine jewelry. 
REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING 

THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT THROUGH 3/2 & 3/3/2012, EXCEPT AS NOTED.  *Intermediate price reductions may have been 
taken. ‡All carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. **May contain rose-cut diamonds. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or 

enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. Almost all gemstones and black diamonds have been treated to enhance their beauty & require 
special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Specials are available while supplies last. Extra savings taken off already reduced prices; “special” prices refl ect 
extra savings. Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy’s and selection may vary by store. Prices and merchandise may differ at macys.com. Luggage & electric items 
shown carry warranties; to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026 Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer 
Warranties. N2020004. Enter the WebID in the search box at Macys.COM to order.

SATURDAY IS THE DAY! 
PREVIEW DAY IS FRIDAY!

MORNING
SPECIALS
9AM-1PM BOTH DAYS
FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM 
with $99 online purchase 
NO PROMO CODE NEEDED; 
EXCLUSIONS APPLY.

ONE DAY 

SALE

 194 Neal Howell Rd
 $365,000     #117072

 4 Bedroom, 4 Bath, Spacious 
 Home!  Great floor plan very large 
 rooms throughout home. Lots of 
 hardwood. Plenty of room to 
 spread out. Separate den & bonus 
 room upstairs. 3 car garage, new 
 south schools.

 2711 Avondale
 $239,500     #119717

 Cozy sunroom is the perfect spot to 
 relax!  Beautifully decorated home on 
 corner lot 3 bdrms and a bonus. Large 
 kitchen with granite and plenty of 
 cabinets. Hardwood floors & tile. Very 
 charming and well cared for home. 
 Landscaped to perfection.

 Chip Hightower
 Broker-Realtor-17 Years Experience

 LEGACY REAL ESTATE GROUP
 753 Bakerfields Way, Suite 102

 270-202-2617

 Choose the Right Realtor
 To Be in Your Corner!

 Chiphightower@prodigy.net

 50%  OFF

 Marlin’s Furniture Marlin’s Furniture
 2505 Russellville Rd.

 270-904-5200

 retail

 Every
 Day
 Retail!

 TWO

 LOCATIONS

 TO SERVE YOU!

 3570 Louisville Rd.
 270-782-5619

 25%  OFF

 Be Sure to Visit Our Website: marlinsfurniture.com

 ALL DAY BEDS 
 MATTRESSES

Microsoft unveils Windows 8 for consumer testing

Emilio Morenatti/AP
Microsoft Corp.’s Steven Sinofsky speaks Wednesday at the Mobile
World Congress in Barcelona, Spain.

Tony winner
opens concert
tour on May 9
By MARK KENNEDY
The Associated Press

Kristin Chenoweth is taking the
long way home.

The Tony Award-winning
singer and actress announced
Wednesday that she’ll kick off her

first concert
tour May 9 in
Seattle. It will
end June 24
in Broken
Arrow, Okla.,
the town she
grew up in.

“I’ve sung
all over the
place, but I’ve
never com-
mitted to a
tour because

of my schedule,” said the petite
beauty with the powerful pipes.
“So now I’m finally doing it.”

Chenoweth’s 19-city tour will
hit Los Angeles, Denver, Detroit,
Philadelphia, Boston, Dallas,
Toronto, New York, Nashville and
Atlanta, among other cities. In her
hometown, the main 1,500-seat
stage at the Broken Arrow Per-
forming Arts Center will be
renamed in her honor. 

“For me, it will be very emo-
tional,” she said.

Mark Frie, the arts center’s
executive director, said Broken
Arrow has been looking for a way
to honor Chenoweth since the
facility opened three years ago.
“We’re excited to welcome her
home,” he said.

On tour, Chenoweth said she’ll
perform songs from her latest
country-inspired album “Some
Lessons Learned,” as well as tunes
from the TV show “Glee” and
ones from her Broadway shows
like “Popular” from “Wicked.”

“If I don’t do ‘Popular,’ I will
go out on a stretcher. I know that,”
she said, laughing. “I’ve accepted
it, and you know what? I’m thank-
ful for it. I’m glad that I have
songs that I’m known for.”

While she wants to keep the list
fluid, other tunes likely to make
the cut include “Glitter and Be
Gay,” “The Girl in 14G” and
“Taylor the Latte Boy.”

But Chenoweth will also sing
opera and offer audiences a few
surprises, too.  

Chenoweth will have backup
singers, dancers and choreogra-
phy. The tour is being directed by
Richard Jay-Alexander, who has
staged concerts by Bernadette
Peters, Barbra Streisand and Bette
Midler.

Tickets are scheduled to go on
sale March 9.

KRISTIN
CHENOWETH


