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FARM NEWS

Many plants classi-
fied as weeds are not
native to the United
States. Most have been
introduced through
travel and trading in
commerce with other
parts of the world. Here
are a few of the better
known non-native
weeds we now find
locally.  

Musk thistle, also
known as nodding this-
tle, is a native of Europe
and Asia was first dis-
covered in the
Mammoth Cave area in
the 1940’s. Today, musk
thistle is widespread
across Kentucky and
each year farmers,
landowners and road-
side maintenance crews
spend a significant

amount of time and
money to combat its
growth and spread.  

Johnsongrass was
introduced in the 1800s
as a forage crop.
Currently, this plant is
one of the top 10 prob-
lematic weeds through-
out Kentucky and the
south. Specific herbi-
cides have been
designed for control of
it.

Multiflora rose was
originally introduced for
use as a living fence and

wildlife cover. This
highly invasive species
now inhabits pastures,
desirable landscapes
and wasteland areas.
Similar rapidly spread-
ing ornamentals that
have escaped from land-
scapes include Japanese
knotweed, bush honey-
suckles and Star-of-
Bethlehem. 

Kudzu was intro-
duced as an ornamental
plant in the late 1800s.
Kudzu is a major prob-
lem in many areas of
the south due to its
aggressive nature. It
also is a host plant for
Asian rust, a potential
disease problem in soy-
beans. Again, consider-
able costs and control
efforts are initiated each

year to combat the
spread of Kudzu.  

Many of these intro-
duced plants spread
easily and aggressively
from one location to the
next. They crowd out
and suppress the
growth of more desir-
able vegetation. This
can alter habitats and
also cause losses and a
reduction in quality for
crops and forages.  

Introduced weeds can
be escapes from land-
scape planting, so home-
owners should avoid
these problems with
careful thought and
planning. Learn the
characteristics of plants
you intend to add to
your landscape.  

Introduced plants can cause problems

David
Harrison

Extension
Agent

Explorers

The LaRue County 4-
H Explorers Club will
meet 3:30-5 p.m. April
25 at the Extension
Office. For more infor-
mation, call 358-3401.

Rabbit Club

The LaRue County 4-
H Rabbit Club will meet
2-3 p.m. April 27 at the
Extension Office.  

Wranglers

The LaRue County 4-

H Wranglers Horse Club
will meet 7 p.m. May 1
at the Extension Office.

Cloverbuds

The LaRue County 4-
H Cloverbuds will meet
3:30-4:45 p.m. May 2 at
the Extension Office.

Good Agricultural

Practices training

GAP (Good
Agricultural Practices)
training will be offered
at the LaRue County
Extension office 5:30-
7:30 p.m. April 26.
Register by calling 270-
358-3401. 

Farmers Market

The LaRue County
Farmers Market will
open 2-5:30 p.m. May 4.

Forest Leadership

Program

The LaRue County
Conservation District
will be offering partial
and possibly full schol-
arships to the Kentucky
Forest Leadership
Program hosted by the
University of Kentucky
at the Lake Cumberland
4-H Educational Center
in Jabez. The
Conservation District
needs applications by
May 10. Camp brochure
and application is avail-
able at the LaRue
Conservation District or
www.kyforestrycamp.co
m.

For more information,
call the office at 270-
358-3132 or by email
Michelle Ogden at
michelle.ogden@ky.nacd
net.net. 

ACRE continues

through June 1

Enrollment for
Average Crop Revenue

Election Program or the
traditional Direct and
Counter-cyclical
Program runs through
June 1. For more infor-
mation about DCP and
ACRE programs or
other FSA programs,
contact the FSA office at
765-2702 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/KY. 

Emergency loans 

available

LaRue County farm-
ers may be eligible for
emergency loans from
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Farm
Service Agency.
Applications for physical
and production losses
will be received through
Nov. 9. Contact the
Hardin/LaRue FSA
service center at 765-
2702 or call the state
FSA office at (859) 224-
7601 to find out what
aid you may be eligible
for and what documen-
tation will be required. 

Dead animal pickup

For dead animal pick-
up, call Bluegrass
Recycling at 1-888-744-
1186. The cost is $87.50
and the LaRue County
Conservation District
will reimburse the
landowner 75 percent of
the cost with receipt.
For more information,
call the Conservation
District office at 358-
3132. 

This 2-year-old
dachshund needs a
new home. He is
black, white and tan
and was surrendered
by his former owner.

Taylor County
Animal Shelter has a
variety of cats and
dogs who would like
to be a part of some-
one’s family. 

Taylor County
Animal Shelter is
open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through
Friday and from 8
a.m. to noon on
Saturdays.

The shelter is locat-
ed off KY 210, just
before Walmart, and
houses animals from
Taylor, Green, Casey
and LaRue counties.

Adoption fee is $26,
which includes a

microchip. The owner
is responsible for get-
ting their new pet
spayed or neutered
and vaccinated.

For more informa-
tion, call the shelter
at 465-7651, fax 469-
4191 or e-mail taylor-
countyanimalshel-
ter@windstream.net. 

ADOPT-A-PET

This surrendered

dachshund needs a

new home. 

The Kentucky
Watershed Watch
Program is offering free
training to persons
interested in learning
how to take water sam-
ples and monitor water
quality in the Upper
Green River Basin.

The training will be
8:15 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, April 28 in
Room 2134 of the
Engineering Biologic
Science Building, 1500
Chestnut Street on the
Western Kentucky
University campus in
Bowling Green.
Participants are advised
to dress for field work,
since some of the train-
ing will take place at a
local stream. 

Volunteers will be
taught to take qualified
water samples that will
be analyzed by a profes-
sional laboratory. They
will also learn how to
collect basic water qual-
ity field data. 

“No previous experi-
ence is required to

become a Watershed
Watch volunteer,” said
Dale Reynolds,
Kentucky Division of
Water coordinator of the
Upper Green River
Basin. “We welcome
anyone who is willing to
pitch in to help protect
the waterways of their
community.”

Watershed Watch vol-
unteers in the Upper
Green River Basin par-
ticipate in three annual
sampling events in
waterways that flow
through Adair, Allen,
Barren, Breckenridge,
Butler, Casey,
Edmonson, Grayson,
Green, Hardin, Hart,
LaRue, Metcalfe,
Monroe, Simpson,
Taylor and Warren
counties. The May sam-
ples are tested for pesti-
cides and herbicides, the
July samples for
pathogens and the
September samples for
metals and salts.

“Volunteer activities
help scientists under-

stand the effect that
weather and land use
have on local water bod-
ies,” said Paulette
Akers, manager of the
DOW Watershed
Management Branch.
“The information they
provide allows Kentucky
to have an extensive
database of current
water quality informa-
tion.”

Prospective partici-
pants are asked to reg-
ister for the April 28
training event by visit-
ing the Kentucky
Watershed Watch web-
site at
http://eppcapp.ky.gov/wa
tershed/ and clicking on
the Watershed Watch
Event Registration but-
ton in the lower left-
hand side of the win-
dow. Then check the
“Enroll” box for GRWW
Combined Training
Workshop - WKU and
at the bottom of the
page click on the
“Submit Registration”
button. 

The training is co-

sponsored by the

Kentucky Division of

Water, the Virginia

Environmental

Endowment, the Upper

Green River Watershed

Watch, the City of

Bowling Green Public

Works Department and

Warren County

Stormwater

Management. It is fund-

ed in part by a grant

from the U.S.

Environmental

Protection Agency under

Section 319(h) of the

Clean Water Act,

through KDOW to

Watershed Watch in

Kentucky. For more

information about the

training and Watershed

Watch in Kentucky, con-

tact Dale Reynolds at

270-746-7475.

Volunteers sought for water quality
monitoring, training on April 28

Submitted photo

Savannah Brooks, 13, harvested her first turkey

April 14. The turkey weighed 22-pounds, had a 9

1/2-inch beard and 3/4-inch spurs. She is the

daughter of Jeff and Jodi Brooks. She was guided

by grandpa Davy Coffey.

Submitted photo

Tony Hornback of New Haven took this turkey

April 18 at his farm. It weighed 25 pounds, had an

11 3/4-inch beard and 1 1/2-inch spurs. 

LaRue hunters harvest large birds
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