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It's another sign of the blah times: The
sordid details of our public figures’
none too private scandals have grown

beyond boring. By
now, scandals have
become as repetitive,
predictable and stan-
dardized as the apolo-
gies for them. Just one
more thing to be
logged into the system
at the end of the of
the day’s routine. Like
answering your
emails.
Oh, what ever hap-

pened to mink coats and satin sheets? Back
streets and midnight rendezvous? Caviar
and champagne? Or perhaps a crisp Pouilly-
Fuissé served cold but never frosty, like Eva
Marie Saint to Cary Grant in “North by
Northwest.”
But even to conjure such scenes these

days is to be hopelessly dated. Alfred Hitch-
cock is definitely dead, leaving no survivors,
including glamor and suspense.
Of scandal and its decline I sing. First the

whole, once lush field was abandoned to the
Stanley Kowalskis, who at least had an ani-
mal magnetism in Tennessee Williams’ over-
heated sensibility.
Now scandal has become the province of

pols and football coaches and the drab like.
Definitely a step down despite the seven-fig-
ure contracts involved. Or maybe because of
them. Money can corrupt even scandal.
Call it the corporatization of scandal,

which pretty much takes any fun out of it.
Once, just once, I’d like to see some

scamp caught in the act issue a different
kind of statement: “I did it, I’m glad, and I
won’t insult your intelligence by pretending
otherwise. And I’ll probably keep on doing
it. You know me. Now how about a bourbon

and branch, easy on the branch?”
It wouldn’t be an apology, but it might be

something better: a model of sincerity. And
stand out in this Age of the Kind-Of Apology.
The only real scandal remaining in such

an age is what the apologizers have done to
the language, reducing what might once
have been racy dialogue and double enten-
dre to a standardized form. A kind of 1040-A
for the formally penitent, complete with a
sheet of instructions and a checklist.
That way, no one is left out of the apolo-

gies — family and friends, my-dear-wife-
and-children, employer and employed, “all
those I’ve let down,” flag-and-country-and-
team, probably in that ascending order, plus
the family dog. Just fill in the handy-dandy
blanks.
The whole mechanized, now computer-

ized and emailed process takes any remain-
ing romance out of scandal, and devalues
even the sordid by reducing it to boilerplate.
(Fill in remorse here.)
Call it the Clinton Form or Gingrich Ex-

cuse or Petrino Play or by any number of
other proper names that have become com-
mon nouns, very common.
When it comes to scandals, supply has all

but driven out demand. And the apologies
for them have become mere formalities, like
mass-produced thank-you notes. It is not an
improvement. Seldom has English prose
been so ... prosaic.
It is as if the miscreant caught in fla-

grante had composed his admission-and-
apology with the help of spell check and a
spreadsheet.
Power Point, TED and their unending suc-

cessors just ain’t the same as what used to
be the art of the apology, which enhanced
the dignity of both those who offered it and
those who graciously accepted it.
All that is gone, gone. Replaced by the

fatal construction, “I'm sorry but. ... “ Of

course it is the but that speaks louder than
the apology.
The decline of scandal is one thing, but

when it becomes the decline and fall of lan-
guage, all is lost.
Let’s remember what is most important

here: the treasure of the English tongue,
which by now has been reduced to a pau-
per’s leavings by this routinization of mea
culpas.
The slovenliness of the usual affair is one

thing. When it slops over into the language,
something important is being lost. Maybe
the most important thing.
The most striking aspect today of what

was once the art of the American scandal is
the complete, comprehensive and by now
predictable lack of any originality whatso-
ever in the apology for it.
Yet no one seems to bemoan scandal’s col-

lateral damage to the language, only the loss
of some faux dignity that the principals had
always faked anyway.
It is the rare individual who can keep his

priorities in order when scandal raises its
ugly rear. One such was a legendary copy ed-
itor and ladies’ man at one of the Little
Rock dailies who, as luck would have it, was
tracked down at his Hot Springs hideaway
by his long-suspicious wife. Confronting
him, she demanded to know: “Who are you
sleeping with now?”
Our exemplary editor, who knew what was

truly scandalous, responded with indigna-
tion. “Whom am I sleeping with now,” he
corrected her in no uncertain terms. “Whom
am I sleeping with now!”
The man had his priorities in order. This

age doesn’t.

Paul Greenberg is the Pulitzer prize-win-
ning editorial page editor of the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette. His email address is
pgreenberg@arkansasonline.com.

Yellow ribbons honor veterans
Dear Editor,
A big “Thank You” to Harper’s Pawn Shop

for displaying the yellow ribbon provided by
the Town & Country Homemakers to show
support for the veterans and all active duty
personnel for all they have done for this
country and community.
Other businesses were given ribbons but

chose to not hang them. Also other ribbons
placed around the city and county were
taken down.
It would be a beautiful sight to see all the

Winchester businesses hang yellow ribbons
to support these veterans and all active
duty personnel.
Thanks for all who have served or are

serving, we are proud of all.
Dale and Deloris Segress

Winchester

Appreciates student art
Dear Editor,
Thanks to the artists at the Clark Middle

School for the great artwork placed on the
Kroger grocery bags. I have saved all of
them and plan to recycle or use them for
gifting.
Thanks to the teachers for their guidance

and their awarness of Earth Day and the
importance of recycling.
There is an “Adopt-A-Highway Art” con-

test being held by the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (www.transportationky.gov) to
bring awareness to litter and all these
young artists should enter.

Deloris Segress
Winchester

Schools should spend
money on safety

I am a retired Clark County school bus
driver. I wrote a letter to the editor that
came out on March 2. It was about bus
safety for kids, specifically bus monitors
needed.
The board of education building is get-

ting a facelift so it can look pretty for the
new hospital. I was told that they didn’t
have the money for a monitor, but you can
bet they are not getting the facelift done
for nothing. Safety should come before a
facelift. To the parents and grandparents
who read this, just follow the bus one day
and see how the kids act. This is grade
school. I am just trying to keep kids from
getting hurt or killed.

Edsel Pelfrey
Winchester

For $7,900, 19 senior adults in
Clark County can receive a hot
meal once a day for six months.

The Clark County Generations Center,
operating under the umbrella of Ken-
tucky River Foothills, currently feeds 50
seniors each day through its home meal
delivery program, and approximately 50
more eat their midday meal at the cen-
ter.
But there are still more seniors in

need. Currently, 19 Clark County seniors
are on a waiting list, hoping the center
will obtain enough funding to add them
to the program.
As the elderly population continues to

grow, it is vital our community be able to
provide them with services, and allow
them to age with the dignity and respect
they deserve. If local civic organizations,
churches and individuals are willing to
step up, it is possible to raise enough
money to make sure these 19 seniors re-
ceive the meals they need.
At $3.15 per meal, a local senior can

have five lunches for $15.75, a sum most
of us could spare if we were willing to
make the sacrifice, even if that means a
few more brown bag lunches.
To qualify for home meal delivery,

clients must be at least 60 and physically
unable to prepare their own meals. All
clients are evaluated by case managers,
and their situations are routinely re-
assessed.
Through the meal delivery program,

seniors receive a midday meal Monday-
Friday, providing them with one-third of
their daily calories. In some cases,
clients receive a frozen meal to eat on
weekends.
The program is free to qualified sen-

iors and is funded strictly through fed-
eral and local grants, and the
Generations Center does not bill Medi-
caid, Medicare or private insurance com-
panies.
Many clients appreciate the daily visit

from a Kentucky River Foothills em-
ployee as much as they look forward to
the meal. Clients and meal deliverers
form friendships, and it provides the
seniors with an extra pair of eyes, check-
ing on their well-being. For some sen-
iors, it could be their only human
interaction, as well as their only source
of nutrition. If seniors experience a de-
cline in health or marked change in be-
havior, a friend or family member is
alerted.
Since the Generations Center opened

in 1991, it has not received any funding
increases, even as operational costs have
continued to rise. In the past four years,
senior adult programs at the Genera-
tions Center have lost about $6,000 in
funding. The Clark County Fiscal Court
gave the center a $36,000 grant for the
2011-2012 fiscal year, and the Winches-
ter Board of Commissioners provided
$32,600 for the year to put toward all
senior programming at the center.
Director Julie Woosley said she plans

to request the same amount this year,
but with city and county officials facing
their own budget woes, funding is not
guaranteed. Fiscal Court currently is
working on a draft budget for the coming
fiscal year, and Woosley has spoken to
commissioners about the center’s needs,
but no decisions have been made.
The City of Winchester will begin

budget discussions in June.
Without these local funds, the center

would not be able to operate. Commu-
nity support and participation is vital to
the success of all Generations Center
senior programming.
No agencies in Clark County do more

for the elderly population than the Gen-
erations Center. In addition to meal pro-
grams, the center also operates the
state’s Home Care program locally, pro-
viding housekeeping and errand services
for homebound seniors. For mobile sen-
iors, there are activities at the center, in-
cluding monthly birthday parties, day
trips and health and wellness classes.
Services like these allow seniors to re-

main active longer, providing them with
a support system that may delay nursing
home residence, and ultimately saving
the state Medicare and Medicaid dollars.
The more community members who

step up and commit to helping in some
way, either through volunteer efforts or
monetary donations, the less it will take
from each individual.
For 19 senior adults in Clark County,

their quality of life depends on how
much their community is willing to give.

E D I T O R I A L

Seniors need
support from
community

Taking the romance out of scandal

Paul Greenberg


