
By Stephen Lega
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Kentuckians got a reminder 
of the devastating power of 
tornadoes earlier this month 
when storms tore through the 
state, and no place was hit 
worse than West Liberty.

Marion County Emergency 
Management Director Hayden 
Johnson got to see that devas-
tation up close when he spent 
10 days in West Liberty with 
the Kentucky Baptist Disaster 
Relief Team recently.

“This one came over the 
mountain, started at the hospi-
tal and worked its way through 
town,” Johnson said.

The Morgan County 
Courthouse was leveled. The 
judicial center that was under 
construction was wiped out, 
as were countless homes, local 
churches, businesses and an 
elementary school. A fire truck 
and the town’s three police 
cars were also destroyed.

“If you can think of it in 
a town, it’s gone or severely 
damaged,” Johnson said.

Closer to home, Johnson 
hopes the storms help raise 
awareness that tornado watch-
es and warnings should be 
taken seriously.

On the second Tuesday of 
the month, the county tests 
its outdoor warning sirens. 
Those times are a good oppor-
tunity for people to stop for 
a moment and consider what 
they would do if it were an 
actual warning, according to 
Johnson

“I don’t know that you can 
really prepare other than for 
folks to understand the seri-
ousness of it and take steps to 
protect themselves,” he said.

On an individual or familial 
level, that means creating a 

disaster kit (see sidebar) and 
having a tornado plan.

“Have a tornado drill at your 
house. Know where you’re 
going to go,” Johnson said. 
“Have enough food, water and 
medication for three days in 
case that’s where you have 
to stay.”

As part of a tornado plan, 
families should have a contact 
person who lives in another 
part of the state or the country 
who they can call to check in 
if bad weather hits the com-
munity. This can help fam-
ily members know that their 
loved ones are OK even if 
they aren’t able to find one 
another right away.

In West Liberty, 300 peo-
ple were injured and seven 
deaths were reported after the 
recent tornado, Johnson said. 
In the first 72 hours after the 
storm hit, 400 people were 
unaccounted for in Morgan 
County.

Johnson also encouraged 
people to send copies of 
important documents (deeds, 
mortgages, and wills, for 
example) to a trusted friend 
or family member who lives 
in another part of the country. 
FEMA had requested those 
items from individuals in West 
Liberty, but many could not 
produce them because their 
homes and the courthouse 
were destroyed.

In the event of a tornado 
watch or warning, people 
should get indoors at the low-
est level of whatever building 
they are in, preferably in an 
interior room away from win-
dows and doors, Johnson said. 
Individuals who live in trailer 
homes should have a plan to 
go somewhere else when a tor-
nado watch is issued, whether 
that is to a family member or 
neighbor’s house or a com-
munity building.

If you are caught outside, 
drive to a building if you can. 
If not, stay in the car with your 

seat belt on and your head 
below the windows, accord-
ing to ready.gov. If you can 
get lower than the roadway, 
leave the car and lie in that 
area with your hands covering 
your head. Do not get under 
an overpass or bridge.

A tornado watch is issued 
when the conditions for a tor-
nado are possible. A warning 
is issued when a tornado has 
been spotted or is indicated 
by National Weather Service 
radar.

Fortunately, no tornadoes 
touched down locally during 
either of the storms that came 
through Feb. 29 and March 2, 
but the conditions were pos-
sible.

“We had two funnel clouds 
reported on [March 2], one in 
Jessietown and one at the old 
Pepsi plant in the Wal-mart 
area,” Johnson said.

He reminded the commu-
nity that the tornado sirens are 
activated in the event of a tor-
nado warning. He added that 
they are intended to be heard 
by people who are outside. 
They aren’t going to wake 
people up in the middle of the 
night.

Johnson encouraged every-
one to purchase a NOAA 
weather radio (around $30) 
with SAME technology, 
which allows the radio to 
be programmed to receive 
weather alerts for the local 
area. Johnson said his radio 
is set up to receive alerts for 
Marion County and LaRue, 
Nelson and Taylor counties 
since storms come into our 
area from that direction. He 
said he could assist anyone 
who needed help program-
ming a weather radio.

The county also has service 
with One Call Now, the same 
company that the school dis-
trict uses to notify parents of 
school closings. The county 
can use the service to alert 
citizens when bad weather 

is moving in our direction. 
Residents can register their 
phone at marioncountyems.
com.

People should also turn to 
local media for updates dur-
ing serious weather situations, 
according to Johnson.

On the community level, 
people are also working to 
make sure the county can 
respond in the event of a 
disaster.

Jane Higdon is part of a 
group that is meeting regu-
larly to create a local chapter 
of the American Red Cross. 
The group has been collecting 
supplies to help with relief 
and clean-up efforts should 
the community be affected by 
a tornado or other disaster.

She said a core group is 
holding lunches every two 
weeks with local commu-
nity partners, including local 
officials and nursing homes, 
to make sure the community 
is ready to respond. During 
a recent luncheon, they col-
lected cleaning supplies and 
equipment to put in storage in 
the event they are needed.

Johnson also noted that the 
Marion County High School 
JROTC cadets have also been 
trained to provide assistance in 
the event of a local disaster.

In the aftermath of the 
storms, Johnson said he has 
been contacted by local busi-
nesses that want to update their 
disaster plans. He has also 
been called to give presenta-
tions at some local churches 
about what he saw in West 
Liberty.

Any church or civic group 
that would like him to speak 
can contact him at (270) 699-
5968

In the meantime, Johnson 
hopes people understand how 
devastating tornadoes can be.

“We just got to get ready 
and take this stuff seriously,” 
he said.
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Happy 41st Birthday
Betty Jo Higdon

Love, Jo Jo’s Dad

WHEN SOME DAYS SEEM TOO HARD FOR ME TO BEAR ,
I CLOSE MY EYES, OPEN MY HEART AND YOU ARE THERE.
 
I LIFT MY HEAD TOWARD THE FAR REACHING SKIES ;
I SEE YOUR FACE AND THE TWINKLE IN YOUR EYES.
 
YOU EARNED THE RIGHT TO BE CALLED GOD’S CHILD ;
THE STARS “BRIGHTEN UP”  EACH TIME YOU SMILE.
 
YOU STRIVED ON THIS EARTH, TO ALWAYS BE YOUR BEST ;
TIRELESS EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE, LETTING GOD DO THE 
REST.
 
YOUR  LESSONS OF FAITH, COURAGE, AND LOVE ,
STILL RADIATE DOWN, FROM YOUR NEW HOME ABOVE.
 
I FEEL YOU CLOSE TO ME; YOU ARE ALWAYS HERE .
SO MANY TELLING SIGNS THAT YOU ARE EVER SO NEAR.
 

I’VE FELT YOUR ANGELIC BREATH IN THE GENTLE 
BREEZE ;
I’VE HEARD YOUR CALMING WHISPER IN THE RUSTLING 
LEAVES.
 
I’VE FELT YOUR TENDER TOUCH WHEN BUTTERFLIES 
LAND,
AS THEY SIT SO PEACEFULLY ON YOUR DADDY’S HAND.
 
I’VE BEEN KISSED BY A LONE SNOWFLAKE ON A WINTER 
DAY ;
I’VE SMILED YOUR SMILE, WATCHING SCHOOLCHILDREN 
PLAY.
 
SO MANY FOND REMINDERS….SO MANY MORE I PRAY ;
A VERY SPECIAL DAUGHTER ETCHED IN MY HEART TO 
STAY.

MARCH 26, 1971 TO AUGUST 11, 2010
WRITTEN WITH LOVE ………………..JO JO’S DAD

MY  PRECIOUS  ANGEL……GOD’S  PRECIOUS  CHILD

REMEMBERING JO JO
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Tornado safety requires preparation

Police 
force 
getting 
younger
By Stephen Lega
newseditor@lebanonenterprise.com

The Lebanon Police 
Department is going through 
a sea change.

Since early 2011, Shelton 
Young retired as chief, and 
his successor, Joe Bell, passed 
away suddenly last summer. 
Sgt. Elisa McHolan retired 
March 1, and two other 
experienced officers will be 
retiring soon. Officer John 
Masterson has announced he 
is retiring March 28, and Sgt. 
Mike Luckett is scheduled to 
retire April 1.

Combined, those five offi-
cers had more than 130 years 
of experience. The remaining 
officers will have an aver-
age of six and a half years of 
experience each. 

“We’re going to have a 
young department,” Lebanon 
Police Chief Wally Brady 
said.

It will look even young-
er considering Brady has 
28 years of experience, and 
Assistant Chief Greg Young 
has been in law enforcement 
for 18 years.

On the financial side, the 
retirements that have been 
announced will save the city 
$23,000, Brady said, but that 
also means the department 
will be short-staffed for much 
of the remainder of the year. 

Brady said the budget 
includes funding for up to 16 
officers, and he is working to 
get back to a full staff as soon 
as possible.

Brady recently hired 
Nick Gray, the former 
Bradfordsville Police Chief, 
who is scheduled to begin 
this week.

March is Tornado 

Awareness Month

Create an emergency supply kit

March is Tornado Awareness Month in Kentucky.

“We’re not in tornado season yet,” said Hayden Johnson, Marion 
County emergency management director.

But it is coming, and that is why Johnson is encouraging citizens 
to create emergency kits at home. In the event of a disaster, people 
may need to fend for themselves for days depending on how bad 
the disaster is and how long it takes emergency officials to arrive.

Here are the items recommended for an emergency kit:

- Water, one gallon of water per person per day for at least three 
days, for drinking and sanitation

- Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food

- Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio 
with tone alert and extra batteries for both

- Flashlight and extra batteries

- First aid kit

- A whistle or horn to signal for help

- Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting 
and duct tape to shelter-in-place

- Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal 
sanitation

- Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities

- Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food)

- Local maps

Depending on your individual or family situation, you should also 
include prescription medications, glasses, infant formula and diapers, 
pet food and extra water, important documents, bank records, sleep-
ing bags or blankets for each person and changes of clothes, and 
books, games and puzzles or other activities for children. For more 
information, visit ready.gov. 

See Police, page A16
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