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He acknowledged their com-
mitment to one another – and to
play as a team – is what led to
their success.

“How about would you say
they played for themselves or
played for each other? They
played for all of us. It’s amazing
what gets done when no one
cares who gets the credit,”
Calipari said. “It’s about a young
group of players who truly loved
each other, cared more about
their teammates than themselves
and said ‘you know what, let’s do
this with these fans.’”

Betty Boyd, 77, was one of
those rabid fans. Along with her
husband Ervin, they came from
Munfordville and were joined by
her daughter, Joy Greer, a
Glasgow resident. They arrived
two hours early and even pur-
chased some folding chairs to sit
in before the event.

Boyd was dressed to the nines
in Kentucky blue, wearing a
Wildcats’ 2012 championship T-
shirt and stood out even more
with a blue wig – which she pur-
chased in New Orleans in 1996,
when Kentucky lost to Mississip-

pi State in the SEC Tournament
championship game. But the
Wildcats rebounded to win the
national title that year.

She kept the wig and wore it
again Friday to try to attract
Calipari’s attention.  

“I thought Coach Cal might
see me and I’d get my picture
maybe with the trophy,” Boyd
said. “(I’ve been a UK fan) ever
since I can remember. I think my
blood was blue when I was
born.”

The three even bumped into a
surprise visitor later, Ervin’s sis-
ter, Linda Ard. The Hodgenville
resident wanted to be part of the
celebration as well.

“I wanted to see Coach Cal
and the trophy. It’s been a long
time coming,” said Ard, dressed
in a blue UK national champi-
onship T-shirt she bought that
morning. “Betty, Ervin and Joy
came together and I just kind of
wandered in. I was lucky and
found somebody that I knew.”

It was a family event for Beth
Shoulders, a Sonora resident,
and her three daughters – 11-
year-old Audrey, 8-year-old
Avery and 6-year-old Addison –
too.

Avery was there in a wheel-
chair, having broken her right
leg three weeks ago while play-
ing soccer. Her second-grade

classmates at Creekside Elemen-
tary School had signed her cast
and she hoped to add some
more signatures to it.

Since the family didn’t go
anywhere over spring break, this
was their big present.

Addison pointed out how
much her mom likes to watch
games and how loud she is dur-
ing them. That even got a laugh
out of Beth.

“I like to scream at the TV
and it makes them play better,”
she said. 

LaRue County High School
volleyball coach Ben Schell said
this was one of those once-in-a-
lifetime events Kentucky fans
had to attend.

He went to the Final Four in
New Orleans with LaRue
County principal Paul Mullins
and LaRue County graduate and
friend Ronnie Crim.

“I was a high school student
when they won in 1996. I don’t
remember much of it,” Schell
said. “In ’98, they won and I was
a student at Western (Kentucky
University). I remember the cel-
ebration. The last 10 years, I’ve
become a more dedicated and
devoted fan. I wanted to come
celebrate and see Coach Cal.”

John Groth can be reached
at (270) 505-1754
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FANS: turn out to see
Calipari, trophy

NEAL CARDIN/The News-Enterprise

Fans cheer and take photos of University of Kentucky basketball coach John Calipari after he steps off the tour bus Friday at the Towne Drive Kroger store.

NEAL CARDIN/The News-Enterprise

UK basketball coach John Calipari shares a laugh with a fan Friday during
the trophy tour stop at the Towne Drive Kroger store.

UConn’s Drummond, Florida’s Beal declare for NBA draft
The Associated Press

Connecticut center Andre
Drummond said Friday he has
declared for the NBA draft after
one season of college basketball.

The 18-year-old freshman av-
eraged 10 points for the Huskies
this season while leading the
team in rebounding at 7.6 per
game.

“My family and I feel that this
is the right time for me to take
the next step in my basketball ca-
reer,” Drummond said. “It has
always been a goal of mine to
compete against the world’s best
players and that is one of the big
factors for me in making this de-

cision.”
The announcement comes

days after UConn’s leading scor-
er, sophomore Jeremy Lamb, an-
nounced that he too will be leav-
ing for the NBA. The NCAA has
banned UConn from next year’s
postseason because of past aca-
demic problems.

“Andre is a developing player
with unlimited potential and his
projected position in the draft is
as good as almost any player I’ve
ever had,” UConn coach Jim
Calhoun said. “Very few players
get such a tremendous opportu-
nity, and he’s got to take advan-
tage of it.”

Drummond also led the team

with 92 blocked shots, and his
2.7 blocks per game ranked third
in the Big East.

FLORIDA’S BEAL DECLARES FOR
DRAFT. Florida guard Bradley
Beal is turning pro, leaving the
Gators after one season.

Beal announced his intentions
Friday, declaring for the NBA
draft after telling coach Billy
Donovan.

The 6-foot-4 Beal is expected
to be a lottery pick in the June 28
draft, predicted to go in the top
five. Donovan called the 18-year-
old Beal “as mature a kid at this
age as I’ve ever been around.”

Beal said his dream is “sitting
right here in front of me” and

that he’s “ready to realize this
dream.”

Beal averaged 14.8 points, 6.7
rebounds and 2.2 assists as a
freshman and made the first-
team All-Southeastern Confer-
ence team.

He is the second player to
leave Florida for the NBA after
one season during Donovan’s 16
years, joining Donnell Harvey
(2000).

UCONN’S ORIAKHI TRANSFERRING
TO MISSOURI. Alex Oriakhi, a 6-
foot-9 power forward who
played the past three seasons at
Connecticut, is transferring to
Missouri.

The Tigers announced the

transfer late Friday. He will have
one season of eligibility remain-
ing.

Oriakhi helped lead the
Huskies to the 2011 NCAA
championship as a sophomore.
He has averaged 7.2 points and
6.8 rebounds in 109 games over
the past three seasons at UConn.
He also has 166 blocked shots.

The Tigers were 30-5 in the
first year under Frank Haith, the
Associated Press Coach of the Year.

The Huskies are expected to
be barred from the NCAA
Tournament next season because
of low APR scores. 

LSU hires former Tiger Jones as head coach
By BRETT MARTEL

AP Sports Writer

Johnny Jones now has the
coaching job he has coveted for
years, and LSU hopes his passion
for his alma mater re-invigorates
the Tigers’ fan base and keeps
Louisiana’s top high school bas-
ketball players from leaving the
state.

Jones, who coached North
Texas for the past 11 seasons, has
agreed to take over the Tigers, re-
turning to where he played his
college ball and was an assistant
coach.

“I am pleased to welcome
Johnny Jones back to Baton
Rouge where he helped build a
winner and where I am confident
he will once again build a winner
and bring excitement back,”
LSU athletic director Joe Alleva
said Friday night. “He is the solid
coach and recruiter that we need

and I am particularly impressed
with his passion for LSU. It is his
passion that I know will translate
into success on and off the court
for our student-athletes.”

The 51-year-old Jones played
in the 1981 Final Four for then-
LSU coach Dale Brown. In 1986,
he was one of Brown’s assistants
with another Final Four squad.

“This is certainly a dream
come true to return to a place
that has so many memories for
me,” Jones said. “I want to recon-
nect with the fans in Baton Rouge
that pushed us and gave our bas-
ketball team so much energy
through the years when I was
there as a part of the program.”

Jones went 190-146 with
North Texas, winning the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament title
twice. In the past six seasons,
Jones’ squads have averaged
about 21 victories.

Jones will replace Trent

Johnson, who left LSU last week-
end after four seasons to become
TCU’s head coach.

Jones’ hiring is subject to the
approval of the LSU Board of
Supervisors. Stanley Jacobs, a
former LSU player and the LSU
board’s current athletics commit-
tee chairman, didn’t seem to
think that would be a problem
when he spoke to The Associated
Press by phone from LSU’s base-
ball stadium Friday night.

“To use a baseball analogy, Joe
Alleva hit a home run by hiring
Johnny,” Jacobs said. “He has in-
credible contacts in the state. He
has the support of the LSU bas-
ketball alumni, as well as former
coaches, and I like the hire. I
think he’s a difference maker.

“If we had brought in some-
one who didn’t understand
Louisiana it would have taken
time to get familiar with the state,
but he’s going to hit the ground

running,” Jacobs added. “The
reason why I’m so enthused
about him is I think he’ll do just
like (LSU football coach) Les
Miles — he’ll get top players in
the state. We’re not Duke. We’re
not Kentucky. We’re not Kansas.
But if we get top players in this
state we can compete with them.”

Jones was a high school star in
the small Louisiana town of
DeRidder before coming to LSU
as a player. As an LSU assistant,
he helped recruit former stars
Shaquille O’Neal, Chris Jackson
and Randy Livingston.

Jones left LSU for Memphis
after Brown retired in 1997. His
stint at Memphis included a short
stint as interim coach. He then
spent a season as an Alabama as-
sistant before taking over at
North Texas.

Jones was a candidate for the
LSU job after John Brady was
fired four years ago, but Alleva

instead went with Johnson, who
was coming off an NCAA Tour-
nament appearance at Stanford.
Johnson won the Southeastern
Conference regular season in his
first year, but struggled for much
of the past three seasons as fan
support for the program dwin-
dled.

Jacobs said that if Jones could
turn North Texas into a regular
contender in the Sun Belt, he
should be able to do even better
at LSU, where he will have more
resources and the opportunity to
recruit more talent.”

“At North Texas, you don’t get
the players like you do at LSU,”
Jacobs said. “We’re the flagship
school (in Louisiana). Being a
coach is important, but players
are important, and I just think
he’ll get a lot better players at
LSU.”
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