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Enough special
sessions already

Once again, the Kentucky
legislature has failed to take
care of business in the regular
legislative session. At a time
when state employees can’t re-
ceive annual raises and retirees
can’t receive cost-of-living rais-
es, the governor must call a
special legislative session to ad-
dress the transportation bill.

Sen. David Williams has
once again surfaced as the
main obstructionist; however,
the entire legislative body must
be held accountable. This
year’s budget cuts affect many
Kentuckians and it is absolute-
ly ridiculous that we foot the
bill for the special session.

It is time we, as taxpayers,
demand more and better of our
elected officials.

Roger McMaster
Elizabethtown

A checkered
record with women
As the president and his lib-

eral, progressives celebrate

Equal Pay Day next Tuesday
by attempting to manipulate
women and attack Republicans
maybe he/they can first begin
by explaining why he does not
offer “equal pay” to his own fe-
male staff.  The 2011 Annual
Report to Congress on White
House Staff report states wo-
men at the Obama White
House earned median annual
salaries of $60,000 last year
while male colleagues earned
$71,000, about 18 percent
more than what  women
earned. Also while President
Obama sat in the U.S. Senate
and Illinois Senate, his male
employees earned about 17
percent more than his  female
employees. Why is President
Obama leaving women be-
hind?

When President Obama
created The White House
Council on Women and Girls
in early 2009, he said, “It is up
to us to ensure that our daugh-
ters and granddaughters have
no limits on their dreams, and
no obstacles to their achieve-
ments.” Unfortunately under
President Obama the exact op-
posite has been happening.

Since Barack Obama became
president the unemployment
rate for women has gone up
from 7 to 8.1 percent. Since
Obama took office the number
of women who became unem-
ployed has increased by
858,000. The poverty rate last
year among women rose to
14.5 percent, up from 13.9 per-
cent making it the highest rate
for poverty among women in
17 years. All since Obama was
elected almost four years ago.  

Yes, as always, the president
is good at speeches but facts
show a different story. Truth be
told the White House is des-
perately trying to make any ef-
fort by anyone to control the
size and scope of government
seem harmful and using a
“war on women,”  strategy will
do as well as any. They are at-
tempting to manipulate wom-
en concocting a fake Repub-
lican, “war on women” when it
is the president’s own actions
and war on America’s econom-
ic possibilities that are harming
women in America.  

Debbie Bayles
Radcliff

erhaps it’s spring
fever. There certain-
ly seem to be a lot

of silly comments coming
out of the mouths of pols
these days. And that is
even after Rick Santorum
left the presidential race.

A Democratic strategist
named Hilary Rosen, who
does not work directly for
the party or the Obama
campaign, said Ann Rom-
ney was not qualified to
speak for women because
she “never worked a day
in her life.” Oops. Mrs.
Romney reared five sons
and assures everyone it
was real work. As any
mother knows well.

What Rosen probably
meant to say was since the
Romneys are incredibly
wealthy, the candidate’s
wife didn’t have to work
outside the home(s) for
pay or worry about family

finances as most women
do.

The Rosen gaffe came
as the Romney campaign
began to realize Mitt Rom-
ney’s gender gap with
women might be his big-
gest hurdle right now. A
poll by ABC News and
The Washington Post a few
days ago found Obama
leading Romney with
women voters 57 to 38
percent.

Romney addressed this
by saying he understands
the problems of women
because his wife talks to
them and tells him what
they say. (He needs a go-

between for female vot-
ers?) He then went on to
give a speech standing in
front of five white women
with blond hair. Hey, he’s
still learning about presi-
dential campaign stuff.

Because Ann Romney
is popular and has had
struggles in life as every-
one does, Democrats dis-
missed the Rosen gaffe as
unfortunate, unsanctioned,
ridiculous and untrue. Oh,
and a timely gift to the
Romney campaign.

But hyperbole lives.
Even after the Rosen epi-
sode, Obama campaign
manager Jim Messina
emailed supporters that
Mitt Romney is “the most
radically anti-women of
any candidate in a genera-
tion.” Really?

Romney has taken to
charging that under Oba-
ma, 92.3 percent of the

jobs lost belonged to
women. But he fails to
mention that is because
men lost 3.3 million jobs,
mostly in manufacturing
and construction, when the
recession first began in
2007 while women lost 1.2
million. As state and local
governments cut jobs for
nurses, office administra-
tors and teachers, more
women than men have
been laid off. In the last 10
months, men and women
have been going back to
work although more
women than men have
been returning to school.

Then there was the
Republican congressman
from Florida, Allen West,
who stood up at a commu-
nity forum to answer a
question from the audience
about how many card-car-
rying communists are in
Congress. When the audi-

ence tittered at the ridicu-
lousness of the question,
West responded seriously:

“No, it’s a good ques-
tion. I believe there’s
about 78 to 81 members of
the Democratic Party that
are members of the
Communist Party.” Later
he said he was talking
about liberal members of
the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus. And we
thought the unforgivable
excesses of the McCarthy
era taught legislators not to
make unfounded accusa-
tions about colleagues.

We have to admit we
miss the scores of “Bush-
isms” from President
George W. Bush. There
were reporters who did lit-
tle else but chronicle his
verbal mal mots. But he’s
still willing to step in. “I
wish they weren’t called
the ‘Bush tax cuts.’ If they

were called some other
body’s cuts, they’re proba-
bly less likely to be
raised.” A rose by any oth-
er name.

And even though we’ve
all but forgotten Newt
Gingrich, he’s not going
away without a few slings
and arrows. Gingrich, who
used to be a Fox News
commentator before decid-
ing God wanted him to be
president, says Fox News
destroyed his chances by
slanting coverage in favor
of Romney and distorting
his and Callista’s cam-
paign. Fox retorted that he
is bitter. Hard to imagine.

We thought we’d miss
Santorum’s daily rants. But
maybe not.
Ann McFeatters has covered the

White House and national
politics since 1986. Email

amcfeatters@nationalpress.com.
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Earlier this month, the Coun-
ty Health Ranking listed Hardin
County as the 15th healthiest of
Kentucky’s 120 counties.

Although the county dropped
from its rank of 14 in 2011, there
were some good nuggets — and
not the fast-food kind — to be
found in the report.

For example, Hardin
County’s rates for premature
death, excessive drinking and
motor vehicle crash deaths were
lower than state averages.

Also, adult smoking in
Hardin County fell 1 percent to
26 percent, according to the re-
port issued by The Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and
University of Wisconsin Pop-
ulation Health Institute.

The rankings indicate resi-
dents in Hardin County have
better access to health care than
most other counties, too.

Linda Sims, director of
Lincoln Trail District Health
Department, said the rankings
show the county has a great
number of primary care physi-
cians and quality clinical care.
Still, residents’ lack of health in-
surance and inability to afford
medical care is the root of many
problems.

The report showed 15 per-
cent of Hardin Countians
younger than 65 had no health
insurance. That’s an improve-
ment from 22 percent last year.

In general, the community
has seen success in the health
arena and a high spot in a state
ranking is a bright spot.

As Sims said, the ranking is
based on limited information

and can be used to generally de-
fine where Hardin County
stands and inspire improvement.

Let’s make improvement the
focus.

Hardin County has much
room for improvement in two of
the most controllable health fac-
tors measured, smoking and
obesity. These factors — com-
monly a matter of choice — hold
strong links to diabetes, heart
disease and cancer.

The county’s adult obesity
rate was 26 percent, slightly less
than the statewide average of 27
percent. That’s based on the
number of adults who reported
a body-mass index of 30 or
higher. As for smoking, 26 per-
cent of adult Hardin Countians
smoke, compared to 27 percent
statewide.

It’s interesting that one of the
state’s 15 healthiest counties
comes so close to the state aver-
ages in these areas.

Kentucky, by the way, is one
of the country’s least healthy
states.

The recent county-by-county
report is similar to the state-by-
state report, America’s Health
Ranking. In 2011, the most re-
cent report available, Kentucky
ranked 43rd. The state’s
strengths were listed as a low
prevalence of binge drinking
and a low violent crime rate.
Weaknesses cited included high
rates of smoking, obesity, pre-
ventable hospitalizations and
cancer death.

Being good in a not-so-good
place is not necessarily a brag-
ging point.

No.15 is a pretty
healthy ranking

Silly statements from overzealous pols
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