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LOOKING BACK 

ON THIS DATE IN 1865, Pres
ident Abraham Lincoln 
died nine houl"$ after he was 
shot by J ohn Wilkes Booth 
at Ford's Theater in Wash
ington. Andrew Johnson 
became the 17th president. 

IN 1912, the British luxury 
liner R.M:S Titanic sank in 
the North Atlantic olT New
foun dland more than 2'1'1 
hours after striking an ice
berg. 1,514 people died. 

IN HARDIN cotJHTY 
30 YEARS AGO, Elizabeth

town was named a Ken
tucky Certified City by a 
state Chamber of Commer
ce progyam that replaced 
the All-Kentucky City. The 
change placed more em
phasis on te<:hnical achieve
ment and less emphasis on 
community awareness. 

20 YEARS AGO, Eliz.''Ibeth· 
town Mayor Pal Durbin 
and area bankers unveiled a 
new city housing program 
that would put seven low
income families into brand
new homes by late summer. 
The properties were cal led 
Wintersmith Heights after 
the first mayor of Eliu.
bethtown, ItL Wintersmith 
Jr. , who served from 1894 to 
1904. 
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LOCAL NEW S AND NOTE S FROM AROUND KENTUGKIANA 

A bit of G Dale 
Volunteers help construct memorial garden in Elizabethtown 

By AMBER COULTER 
acQu!l<f@th.n ...... nteq>ri ... «>m 

The Glen Dale Center in Eliza
bethtowll is nearing completion of 
a memorial garden meant to pre-
serve the memory of the organiza· 
tion's facility in Glendale. 

Volunteers helped Friday to 
plant rose bushes and Korean 
spice viburnum along two diverg. 
ing sidewalks leading from be
neath an rn-chway of old, flaking 
concrete to two square pads. There 
arc plam to add a bench and trees. 

Glen Dale alumnae Alice Pep
per of EIiz.1.bethtown remembers 
the ru-ch that now leads to the gar. 
den once stood over a sidewalk 
leading from a tnun stop to the 
original building. The stop was 
where many Glen Dale residents 
first arrived. They walked under 
the arch 10 enter the campus. 

Pepper fondly remembers the 
years she and her siblings spent 
there. 

The center then cared for young 
orphaned children. 

Pepper lived at the center until 
she married at age 18. The center's 
superintendent at the time per
formed the wedding. She now 
spends time with the girls who stay 
there. 

Currently, the center cares for 
abused and negk'Cted girls. Most 
stay for aoout nine months. The fa· 
cility that opened in Elizabethtown 
in 2007 is one of the centers across 
the state operated by Sunrise 
Children's Services. 

Claudia Lauber, director of 
marketing and advancement, said 
the garden is a way to remember 
the center's Pa<;l and help girls 
there by reminding them of all the 
residents who were there before 
them and who went on to live ful· 
mHng lives. 

~ I didn't !,'TOW up here, but to 

....... C·_fThO~ 
Kohl '. a mployeas Misty Kaltl!, rliht , and Kimberly Farl\lloOll wOtk wltl! othars 
Friday to landscape a memorial ga rden at t he Glan Dale Cantar in EliLabatll
town. 

me this is a very sacred place," she 
said. 

The garden was designed by 
Bob Hines, son of a fonner super
intendent of the center. 

The two pads he designed at the 
end of two short sidewalks are to 
be filled with brick from the old 
campus' bell tower, which was 
made of bricks from the first ad· 
ministration building. 

One plan features a black cast· 
iron bell more than three feet tall 
that once called workers from the 
center's farm and children from 
cottages to meals. 

The other is a memorial for two 
9-year--old girls, Imogene O wen 
and J eanette Meadors, who died 
near the center in 1944 after being 
struck by a lr.r..in. One of the !,rirl's 
fool wu sruck in the tracks and her 
friend stayed with her. 

The memorial will include a 
concrete mrn-ker made in the girls' 
honor. 

The garden also will include an 
older marker from the campus' 
front entrance that commemorated 
the 1915 foundation of the facility 
Wlder its original nanle, Kentut.ky 
Baptist Children's Home. 

Pepper is grateful that re
minders of the former campus are 
being incorporated into the new fa
cility. 

~I t means a great deal,~ she said. 
~When you grow up and every 
home you have had is gone, this is 
something of permanence. ~ 

The garden is to be dedicated in 
J une with alumni and their families 
visiting and sharing photographs 
with the people they grew up with, 
said Jennifer Stillwel~ assistant di
re<:tor of mrn-keting. 

"It's essential ly a family re
union," she said. 

Amber Coulter <lin be 
~acl!ed at (270) 505-17(6, 

Former LaRue County superintendent 
Truitt dies while on vacation in N.C. 

By BEN SHEROAN 
bshe""'n@lh.n ...... nl.,.l'n ... oom 

A Delaware native and fonner 
U.S. Marine who left a mark on the 
educational and community land· 
scape in LaRue 
Collil ty has died. 

Roger Truitt, 72, 
died while vaca· 
tioning on North 
Carolina's Outer 
Banks. He had 
spent the day fish· 
ing and while TRUm~"'.L~ 
changing for bed, 
Tmiet sulTered a massive coronary 
and later died at a medical faciHty 
in Avon, N.C., his family said. 

"I'm just heartbroken," said Rita 
' Villiams, who was a member of 
the !!Chool board that promoted 
Truitt to superintendent. She later 
served alon~ .. side him in Hodgen· 
ville city government 

TmiU's son, La rry, said the 
spring trip to Buxton, N.C., was a 
fuHlllment of his fat her's long-cher
ished desire. 

Growing up and into his adult 
years, Roger Tnlitt made twice an· 
nual tri ps to Buxton to fish with his 
father and grandfather. He 10n,ll;Cd 
to do the same with his grandchiJ
dren. 

~He wanted to see them play in 
the surf and fish," Ltrry liuitt said 
Saturday. 

Looking for words to describe 
his father, Larry Tmill said, "He 
believed strongly in doing things 

the right way." 
Former Superintendent E.G. 

"Red" Sanders re<:alls Roger 'lluitt 
arriving in laRue County as a 
gymna<;tics teacher a<; part of Presi· 
dent J ohn 1-: Kennedy's emphasis 
on physical fitness. 

Truitt served as di re<:tor o[ trans· 
portation and maintenan~e for sev
eral yean before his own four-year 
tenure leading the district in the 
mid-1990s. 

"He was a fantastic superinten
dent," Williams said Saturday. QHe 
was good to work with and had a 
vision for the schools then went to 
work and got things done." 

The present LaRue County 
High School building was planned 
and constmcted during his time as 
superin tendent. A full renovation 
of the middle school property fol
lowed that project. 

Later, while serving as mayor, 
Truitt secured state money to 
match a federal project that trans· 
formed Lincoln :)qurn-e into a traf
fic circle allowing tourists safely to 
enjoy the statues and remem
brances of Abraham Lincoln. 

"He spent nearly every day in 
Frankfort getting everything in 
place," Williams re<:alled. 

Truitt was eJected to Hodgen· 
ville City Council a couple years 
after he retired from the school sys· 
tern. He was appointed mayor 
upon the death of Darrell Florence 
but lost the 2006 election seeki ng a 
full term. 

Prentiss Crill described Truitt 
"as the best friend T ever had." 

The two men knew each other 
for more than 30 years and shared 
interests in golf and hunting and 
honed their friendship in the fel
lowship Sunday school class at 
Hodgenville United Methodist 
ChW'ch. 

Craft said Tmitt's most notable 
trait was integrity. 

~Whatever he told you, he had 
thought oul and it WM true to the 
Nth degree," Craft said. 

Truitt and his wife, Ann, would 
have celebrated their 50th wed
ding allniversary June 2. Other SUf

vivors include his son, Lany; 
daughter, Lori Truitt; two grand
children, Shelby and Benjamin; 
and his sister, Loveyalln C1.l10way 
of Maryland. 

He fi rst moved from his native 
Delaware 10 Kentut.ky to attend 
Union College. After four years 
serving in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
he returned to finish his degree at 
Union before starting a career as 
an edu~ator. 

The funeral has not been sched
uled. The family wu rentming 
Saturday from North Carolina. 
Benneu-BertraJl\ Funeral Home in 
Hodgenville is in charge of 
arrangement.'!. 

Ben Sheroan can be 
reached at (2701505·1764. 
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DAILY BRIEFING 
LOUISVI LLE 

VA looking for input 
on medical center 

The u.s. Department of 
Veterans Affairs has sc.hed
uled a public meeting to 
drum lip input for the VA's 
plan for a new regional hos
pital at Brownsboro lWad 
and the Wallerson Expre!<S
way inJelTerson County. 

The meeting is from 6 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday at Kam
merer Middle School, 7315 
' ''lesboro Iwad. 

Comment.'! may be sub
mitted in wri ting or olTered 
during an open testimony 
portion of the meeting. 

A copy of the 139·pa!,'e 
document ~an be down
loaded from www.va.gov. 

ELIZ ABETHTOWN 

Dixie downtown 
to be restriped 
later this month 
Changes to West Dixie 

Avenue between Publk 
Square and 51. J ohn Road 
will start taking shape later 
this month. 

The Kentut.ky Transpor
tation Cabinet Distri~t 4 
Office will restripe the 
streich April 21, reconfigur
iug lanes aroWld the square 
and reshaping the four 
lanes north of the Sljuare to 
one northbound and one 
southbound lane with a cen
ter turning lane. Lane do
sures are expected during 
the painting, which should 
be fin ished by the end of 
the day. 

The road will be resur
faced by summer and fin
ished before the next school 
year begins, according to a 
slate news release. 

The new look of Dixie 
Avenue, also designated at 
U.S. 31 W, is proposed as a 
way 10 improve safety by 
in~reasing the width of 
lanes to olTer better spa~ing 
between vehicles and better 
visibility for left-turning ve
hicles, according to the 
news release. 

11 also is expected to re
duce the number of side
swipe and angled collisions, 
~reate a better traffic flow 
and olTer safer routes to 
bulSinesses. The installation 
of new sign age, rumble 
strips and signal timing en
hancement is part of the 
proje<:1. 

Patty Dunaway, chief 
district en!,";ncer, said re
~tripi ng the road will help 
the state identify possible 
problems with the reconfig
uration before the road is 
resurfaced. 

CORRECTION 

The Nrw$· ElIlerprist is 
committed to ac~ura~y in its 
news reports. Confi rmed 
factual erron will be eor
re<:ted in this space daily. To 
request a corre<:tion, read
ers can call 769-1200, Ext. 
8290, or email ne@thenews 
enterprise. com. 

INCORRECT TITLES: The 
Church of Christ believes 
the word ~reverend" should 
be reserved in reference to 
God. It also docs not refer 
to its preachers with the title 
pastor. 

References to John 
Board, minister of i?liza
betlltown Church of Christ, 
were incorrect in Friday'S 
edition of The Nrn!f-EIIIt:r· 
prist. 
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