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Famous Hand
BY steve Becker
East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ A K Q 4
♥ A 8
♦ J
♣ A Q 10 9 5 3

WEST	 EAST
♠ J 5 ♠ 10 8
♥ K Q 9 7 5 ♥ J 10 6 3
♦ K Q 9 7 5 ♦ 4 3
♣ J ♣ K 8 6 4 2

SOUTH
♠ 9 7 6 3 2
♥ 4 2
♦ A 10 8 6 2
♣ 7

The bidding:
East	 South	 West	 North
 Pass Pass 1 ♥ Dble
2 ♥ 4 ♠ Pass 4 NT
Pass 5 ♦ Pass 7 ♠
Opening lead -- king of 
diamonds.

It's no easy task to reach 
seven spades with the North-
South cards, especially 
after the opposition has 
opened the bidding. But 
when the deal was played 
in the 1988 Spingold Teams, 

Linda and Paul Lewis of 
Virginia found their way to 
the grand slam.

The key bid was Linda 
Lewis' jump to four spades 
on just four high-card points 
in response to North's 
takeout double. Most players 
would probably have settled 
for some lesser call, but she 
obviously fancied her 5-
5-2-1 distribution and the 
prospect of finding support 
for both of her suits.

This was all Paul Lewis 
needed to hear. After 
learning via Blackwood 
that his partner held an ace, 
he leaped to seven spades, 
expecting her to hold 
another useful card. At the 
very worst, he reasoned, the 
grand slam would depend 
on a club finesse through 
West, the opening bidder.

There wasn't much to 
the play. Mrs. Lewis won 
the opening diamond lead, 
drew trumps, cashed the 
ace of clubs and ruffed a 
club. When West showed 
out on the second club, all 

that remained was to take 
a ruffing finesse against 
East's king of clubs, and the 
slam -- worth 2,210 points 
-- was home.

The Lewises had high 
hopes of at least a 500-
point pickup on the deal 
since the opposing North-
South pair was not likely to 
reach the grand slam. But 
no one could have foreseen 
the bizarre developments at 
the other table, where the 
bidding went:
East	 South	 West	 North
3 ♣ ! Pass Pass 3 NT

North was hard-
pressed to come up with 
an intelligent action after 
East's offbeat three-club 
opening. He finally decided 
to try three notrump, 
and East followed up his 
disruptive tactics perfectly 
by leading the jack of hearts. 
This doomed declarer to 
down one, so the Lewis 
team gained 2,310 points 
(20 IMPs) all told.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Taurus and a Moon 
in Pisces all day long.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Monday,	May	14,	2012:

This year you focus on 
your long-term goals and 
desires, and many windows 
of opportunity open for you. 
Knowing what you want 
will help you make positive 
choices. Your mental 
expansion takes you to a 
new level of understanding. 
Others become even more 
comfortable with you. If 
you are single, you meet 
someone special through 
a friend. Also, a friendship 
could become more. If you 
are attached, be aware 
of a tendency to harp on 
certain issues. Let go, and 
accept your sweetie as he 
or she is. PISCES can be an 
enchanting friend. 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★ Understand that 

as much as you want to be 
in command of your life, 
sometimes the only wise 
action is to step back. You 
might revel in the fact that you 
learn some information that 
was not meant to be shared. 
With better communication 
and through detachment, 
you could gain an amazing 
insight. Tonight: Put up your 
"Went Fishing" sign.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★★ You can only 
hurt yourself by not being 
proactive. Your sense of 
direction emerges in a 
meeting, and everyone will 
recognize your abilities. 
That acknowledgment 
will drive much more 
responsibility your way, like 
it or not. People finally will 
acknowledge your innate 
skills. Tonight: Enjoying the 
moment.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) ★★★★★ Take charge, 
knowing full well the results 
you desire. This knowledge 
might not guarantee 
success, but it promotes 
a sense of direction that 
increases the likelihood of 
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accomplishment. Be aware 
of the fact that someone 
might think you are trying 
to replace him or her in 
some way. Tonight: Could go 
to the wee hours. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out for 
someone who might be an 
excellent adviser. Issues will 
transform when you air out 
your views with this person. 
A partner or dear friend has 
yet a different view. Count 
on variety rather than 
agreement. Tonight: Let 
your mind roam.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Deal with others 
directly, preferably in private. 
Your communication is 
important, and it provides 
much-needed, if not desired, 
feedback. Add a touch of 
diplomacy and your message 
will be received. Tonight: 
Expect intensity, no matter 
what you choose.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Others have a lot to 
share. You might not be up for 
certain comments, but stay 
centered and know what is 
needed. Let go of restrictions 
in a brainstorming session. 
Everyone will benefit when 
you let go of your judgments. 
Your creativity becomes a 
vehicle in solution-finding. 
Tonight: Sort through 
invitations, then decide.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Focus on a pivotal 
moment or discussion. You 
understand the importance 
of diplomacy, but also how 
sharp words can change a 
life. If you are not feeling 
sure of yourself, step back. 
Your mind wanders to home 
and family. Tonight: Choose 
the most relaxing pastime 
possible.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★★ You have the 
right blend of intellect, 
ingenuity and creativity to 
come up with an improbable 
solution that will work. Get 
together with someone you 
find unusually childlike 
yet also wise. A lengthy 
lunch might be perfect for 
catching up on others' news. 
Tonight: Don't worry about 
tomorrow. Live in the now.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★ You could 
feel tension rising and 
have difficulty dealing 
with it. Remain positive. 
Look at your assets beyond 
moneymaking talents. You 
can present a different 
persona, but wouldn't it 
be best to be authentic? 
Tonight: Happy at home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★ You are 
able to communicate what 
is on your mind with ease, 
and you have a receptive 
audience. Go within 
yourself for answers, as you 
are changing more than you 
realize. Others also sense 
the difference, and you 
might get odd or different 
reactions. Tonight: Out.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) ★★★★ Be sensitive to 
someone and what he or she 
offers. You might not want to 
share your intuitive hunch 
about this person to others. 
Confirm your instinct 
through observation. Curb 
a tendency to go overboard. 
Tonight: Your treat.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20)★★★★★ You 
are all smiles, as you feel 
your energy level rise and 
sense Lady Luck riding on 
your shoulder. Do not take 
a situation for granted. 
Be open to change and 
someone's needs. In the long 
run, openness will achieve 
your goals. Tonight: The 
world is your oyster.

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.
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