
problems, and 3 percent of 
those with learning disabili-
ties.

Those with autism may 
fare worse because many al-
so have each of the other dis-
abilities studied.

The researchers analyzed 
data from a national study of 
kids receiving special edu-
cation services, prepared for 
the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation. About 2,000 young 
adults with one of four types 
of disabilities were involved, 
including 500 with autism.

It’s the largest study to 
date on the topic and the re-
sults “are quite a cause for 
concern,” said lead author 
Paul Shattuck, an assistant 

professor at Washington 
University’s Brown School of 
Social Work in St. Louis.

“There is this wave of 
young children who have 
been diagnosed with autism 
who are aging toward adult-
hood. We’re kind of setting 
ourselves up for a scary situ-
ation if we don’t think about 
that and how we’re going to 
help these folks and their 
families,” Shattuck said.

Government data suggest 
that 1 in 88 U.S. kids have 
autism and there’s evidence 
that the rate is rising.

Within the next 10 years, 
more than 500,000 kids with 
autism will reach adulthood, 
said Peter Bell, vice president 
for programs and services at 

Autism Speaks, an advocacy 
group that helped pay for the 
study.

“It’s a huge, huge issue,” 
Bell said. “Unfortunately 
there are many families that 
really struggle to understand 
what that transition ulti-
mately entails. ...They face 
the reality of having a child 
who may potentially not be 
able to have enough servic-
es to keep them busy during 
the day.”

“It’s only going to get 
worse ...” Bell said.

His own 19-year-old son 
has autism and is being 
home-schooled and Bell has 
hired therapists to prepare 
him for jobs and other life 
skills.
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AUTISM | In 10 years, 500,000 autistic kids will reach adulthood
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STORAGE | He never knows what he’ll find in back of bins he wins

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

faulted on.”
When people keep storage 

bins but can’t pay for them, 
lot owners take away their 
keys and put the bins up for 
public sale. Auction day, the 
auctioneer throws open the 
door to each bin and the 
crowd gets about 5 minutes 
to peek at the merchandise 
without entering the bin. 
The agreement is to buy the 
whole bin with one bid – most 
of which is unseen.

Every box, every bin could 
hold a treasure or junk.

“I’m a little bit of a gam-
bler, so it’s fun for me,” Alex-
ander said. “If I go more than 
two weeks without an auc-
tion, I don’t feel quite right.”

Whoever wins the bin 
is responsible for remov-
ing everything from that 
unit or they lose a deposit. 
In the worst-case scenario, 
this means shelling out hun-
dreds to haul away a bunch 
of junk.

“At the beginning, I let the 
gamble get a hold of me too 
much,” Alexander admits. 
“Early on, I paid $200 for a 
unit and trashed the whole 
thing. I thought there would 
be something, but there was 
nothing.”

Now, he only bids as high 
as he can see, and anything 
else he finds after the win is 
a bonus.

Looks can be deceiving, 
though. He once bid more 
than $1,000 for a bin because 
he saw Remington boxes and 
assumed there were guns in-
side.

He outbid an older gentle-
man, only to be laughed at. 
The boxes were empty. He 
lost about $900 on that gam-

Carol Schall, a special 
education policy special-
ist, said the results confirm 

smaller studies showing dif-
ficulties facing kids with au-
tism as they transition into 

adulthood, and also high-
light a need for better job 
training services.

ble.
During auctions, there’s 

often friendly banter, and 
it can get competitive. One 
trick Alexander uses is to roll 
a bunch of $1 bills in $100 
bills to intimidate fellow bid-
ders. He’ll turn to them, flash 
the roll and say, “I can do this 
all day.”

But Kentucky auctions 
are nothing like the rivalries 
shown on “Storage Wars,” 
where big-persona l it y, 
rough-mouthed thrift store 
owners outbid each other at 
storage units across South-
ern California.

While Alexander enjoys 
the show, he says it has made 
his job more difficult.

“When I first started about 
3 years ago, there were any-
where from 5-10 people,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, since 
that show has caught on, 
about 90-120 show up, and 
the prices go through the 
roof.”

A bin that went for $250 
now goes for $1,000 or more.

However, there’s still profit 
to be made. He sells furniture 
– that’s what most bins hold – 
as well as artwork, electron-
ics, shop supplies, jewelry, 
DVDs, musical instruments, 
foreign money, silver coins 

ALEXANDER  
GOLD & TRADE

LOCATION: 847 Louis-
ville Road
HOURS: Monday-Friday: 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
closed Sunday
PHONE: 502-598-1001, 
502-598-2002

KEREN HENDERSON/KHENDERSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Mark Alexander lifts up the door to a storage bin he won at Saturday’s auction.

Mark and Molly Alexander show off shirts he just had made for his thrift shop on Louisville Road. 

Chip Foley, background, calls the auction at Scott County Safe 
Storage Saturday, while Obey Wallen assists.

and old bumper stickers. 
He’s nicknamed his shop 

“The Everything Store.” He 
never knows what he’ll find 
in a storage unit, so he never 
knows what he’ll be selling.

By now, he has 50 bins in 
different states under his 
belt, and he doesn’t plan on 
slowing down.

He once bid $400 on a bin 
that had a jewelry box with 
nearly $2,000 in gold. In an-
other, he found a $1,000 Lou-
is Vitton purse. A storage unit 
near a military base ended up 
being worth his while when 
he found crates full of brand 
new military gear, including 
bulletproof vests.

“It was kind of sad,” he 
said. “I wondered if may-
be it belonged to a sergeant 
who had been killed in battle 
overseas.”

Alexander often specu-
lates about who owned the 
bins and feels bad about 
their losses. Bins often con-
tain family photos and docu-
ments that would allow him 
to hunt the original owners 
down, but he has decided 
against that route.

He sells the good stuff at 
his shop, donates clothing 
and other items he won’t be 
able to sell and trashes the 
rest.

Before opening the shop 
in April, Alexander, origi-
nally from Lawrenceburg, 
worked at several distilleries 
and ran his business on the 
side.

“I have a really under-
standing wife and family,” 
he said, explaining that he 
had items stored in rooms, 
garages, basements and 
barns all across central Ken-
tucky.

His wife, Molly, a school 

nurse, often joins her hus-
band at auctions and enjoys 
looking through the bins for 
hidden treasure.

“This is my favorite part!” 
Molly Alexander said Sat-
urday after they looked 
through the bins her hus-
band won at Scott County 
Safe Storage. Their nieces, 
Kaylin Hatchell, 9, and Nata-
lie Hatchell, 4, joined them, 
eager to claim any toys. The 
sisters have a growing stash 

of Legos and Barbies thanks 
to their uncle.

Alexander’s shop, which 
his friend, Jason O’Brien, 
helps him run, also buys 
gold and promises to offer 
more than anyone in town. 
On items in the store, they 
welcome haggling.

“If you don’t see a price 
you like, don’t be afraid to 
make an offer,” he said. “I’m 
not here to break anybody’s 
bank.”
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