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Owensboro (Ky.) Messenger-Inquirer on former Agriculture Com-
missioner Richie Farmer:

State Auditor Adam Edelen’s report on 
former Agriculture Commissioner 
Richie Farmer was the knockout blow to 
a once-promising political career.

In his findings, Edelen described the eight 
years Farmer led the Ag office as a “toxic cul-
ture of entitlement and self-dealing at Ken-
tucky taxpayers’ expense.”

Just as Farmer played the game of basketball 
so well at the University of Kentucky, he used 
the same charisma and talent to play the voters 
of this state.

In both of his re-elections, Farmer, a Man-
chester Republican, enjoyed easy victories.

He then repaid the voters by hosting what 
the auditors called “an extravagant confer-
ence” that cost the taxpayers $96,000, instruct-
ing his staff to buy rifles, rifle cases, knives, ci-
gar boxes, shopping mall gift cards and watch-
es as gifts for the event.

But Farmer didn’t stop there.
“The former commissioner had state em-

ployees on state time take him hunting and 
shopping, build a basketball court in his back-
yard, mow his lawn and even chauffeur his 
dog,” Edelen said. “These are just some of the 
documented abuses that ought to outrage ev-
ery Kentuckian.”

If you recall, we were just given a teaser in 
November of Farmer’s misdeeds – hiring his 
girlfriend as his special assistant for $5,000 per 
month; paying thousands of dollars for ho-
tel rooms that were less than an hour from his 
home and purchasing refrigerators at the tax-
payers’ expense for his home office.

No doubt Farmer’s success as part of the UK 
team – nicknamed the “Unforgettables” – af-
forded him special treatment over the years.

But as a politician, he never learned where 
the foul line started and ended.

For that sense of entitlement, Farmer is now 
faced with possible criminal charges and an-
swering to the Executive Branch Ethics Com-
mission for misusing tax money and state 
workers for his own personal gain.

“The responsibility of holding accountable 
a man I once cheered as a kid is a grim one,” 
Edelen said. “But the law makes no distinction 
between icons and the rest of us, and neither 
do I.”

Farmer may not want to admit it, so we’ll say 
it for him: Game over! You played us for the last 
time.

Game’s up, 
Richie

other views around kentucky

Recently, a group called the 
Freedom from Religion Foun-
dation ran a full-page ad in 
The Washington Post cast as 

an “open letter to ‘liberal’ and ‘nomi-
nal’ Catholics.” Its headline com-
manded: “It’s Time to Quit the Catho-
lic Church.” 

The ad included the usual criticism 
of Catholicism, but I was most struck 
by this paragraph: “If you think you 
can change the church from within – 
get it to lighten up on birth control, gay 
rights, marriage equality, embryonic 
stem-cell research – you’re deluding 
yourself. By remaining a ‘good Catho-
lic,’ you are doing ‘bad’ to women’s 
rights. You are an enabler. And it’s got 
to stop.” 

My, my. Putting aside the group’s 
love for unnecessary quotation marks, 
it was shocking to learn that I’m an 
“enabler” doing “bad” to women’s 
rights. But Catholic liberals get used to 
these kinds of things. Secularists, who 
never liked Catholicism in the first 
place, want us to leave the church, but 
so do Catholic conservatives who want 
the church all to themselves. 

 I’m sorry to inform the FFRF that 
I am declining its invitation to quit. 
They may not see the Gospel as a lib-
erating document, but I do, and I can’t 
ignore the good done in the name of 
Christ by the sisters, priests, brothers 
and lay people who have devoted their 
lives to the poor and the marginalized. 

And on women’s rights, I take as my 
guide that early feminist, Pope John 
XXIII. In Pacem in Terris, his encycli-
cal issued in 1963, the same year Bet-
ty Friedan published “The Feminine 

Mystique,” Pope John spoke of wom-
en’s “natural dignity.” 

“Far from being content with a 
purely passive role or allowing them-
selves to be regarded as a kind of in-
strument,” he wrote, “they are de-
manding both in domestic and in pub-
lic life the rights and duties which be-
long to them as human persons.” 

I’d like the FFRF to learn more 
about the good Pope John, but I wish 
our current bishops would think more 
about him, too. I wonder if the bish-
ops realize how some in their ranks 
have strengthened the hands of the 
church’s adversaries (and disheart-
ened many of the faithful) with pub-
lic statements – including that odious 
comparison of President Obama to 
Hitler by a Peoria prelate last month – 
that threaten to shrink the church into 
a narrow, conservative sect. 

Do the bishops notice how often 
those of us who regularly defend the 
church turn to the work of the nuns on 
behalf of charity and justice to prove 
Catholicism’s detractors wrong? Why 
in the world would the Vatican, appar-
ently pushed by right-wing American 
bishops, think it was a good idea to 
condemn the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious, the main organi-
zation of nuns in the United States? 

The Vatican’s statement, issued 
last month, seemed to be the revenge 
of conservative bishops against the 
many nuns who broke with the hierar-
chy and supported health care reform 
in 2010. The nuns insisted, correctly, 
that the health care law did not fund 
abortion. This didn’t sit well with men 
unaccustomed to being contradicted, 

and the Vatican took the LCWR to task 
for statements that “disagree with or 
challenge positions taken by the bish-
ops.” 

Oh yes, and the nuns are also scold-
ed for talking a great deal about social 
justice and not enough about abortion 
(as if the church doesn’t talk enough 
about abortion already). But has it oc-
curred to the bishops that less stri-
dency might change more hearts and 
minds on this very difficult question? 

A thoughtful friend recently noted 
that carrying a child to term is an act 
of overwhelming generosity. For nine 
months, a woman gives her body to 
another life, not to mention the rest 
of her years. Might the bishops con-
sider that their preaching on abortion 
would have more credibility if they 
treated women in the church, includ-
ing nuns, with the kind of generosity 
they are asking of potential mothers? 
They might usefully embrace a similar 
attitude toward gays and lesbians. 

Too many bishops seem in the grip 
of dark suspicions that our culture is 
moving at breakneck speed toward a 
demonic end. Pope John XXIII, by con-
trast, was more optimistic about the 
signs of the times. 

“Distrustful souls see only dark-
ness burdening the face of the earth,” 
he once said. “We prefer instead to re-
affirm all our confidence in our Sav-
ior who has not abandoned the world 
which he redeemed.” The church best 
answers its critics when it remembers 
that its mission is to preach hope, not 
fear. 

©2012, Washington Post Writers Group 

I’m keeping the faith
There’s still room for liberalism in the Catholic Church

e.j. dionne jr.

Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader on the governor’s Medicaid respon-
sibility:

Like most of the governors before him, 
Steve Beshear views Medicaid as a beast 
to be tamed rather than a tool to tackle 
the sorry state of Kentuckians’ health.

But Beshear can’t outsource responsibility 
for poor, sick Kentuckians to low-bidding out-
of-state companies or the courts, as much as he 
might wish he could.

The sooner he comes to grips with that, rolls 
up his sleeves and dives into problem solving, 
the better for everyone, especially him, since 
he’s relying on substantial Medicaid savings to 
avoid more cuts to education and other public 
services.

One of Beshear’s problems fell into the lap of 
U.S. Senior Judge Karl S. Forester, who ordered 
that documents in a lawsuit filed by Appala-
chian Regional Healthcare against one of the 
three Medicaid managed care contractors be 
sent to Beshear.

The judge’s order loosely translates into, 
“Psst, guv, pay attention and do your job.” ...

The Affordable Care Act gives states more 
flexibility and funding to innovate and increase 
access to care and coverage. But aside from 
a few smart moves, such as increasing drug 
abuse treatment for low-income parents, Bes-
hear hasn’t shown much interest in that, either.

The way to really bend the Medicaid cost 
curve is to bend the obesity, smoking, teen 
pregnancy, diabetes, heart disease, cancer, ad-
diction and rotten teeth curves.

We should be hearing about what Medicaid 
is doing to manage chronic illnesses and pro-
mote prevention.

Instead, barely six months in, managed care 
Medicaid has degenerated into legal skirmish-
es and sniping over money.

We’re in no position to judge the various 
grievances, but Beshear is. He’s also the per-
son who’s best able to strongly enforce contract 
provisions and negotiate new agreements if 
what’s in place is unworkable. ...

A compromise reached May 4 gave 25,000 
ARH patients a reprieve until June 30 from hav-
ing to change doctors or managed care plans.

As welcome as that is, it’s a long way from a 
seamless system of health care. ...

Medicaid can be cured

Campaign isn’t about ideology
The Cullman (Ala.) Times on the presidential cam-
paign:

Politics. One day finds candi-
dates embroiled in heated, 
hateful exchanges against 
each other. The next day one 

bows out and pledges to support the 
other.

Of course, there may well be a cost 
for that pledge.

Consider Newt Gingrich’s failed at-
tempt to gain the Republican nomina-
tion for president. The former Speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representatives 
owes more than a million dollars to 
various supporters. His best bet for re-
tiring a chunk of the debt is to call on 
former foe Mitt Romney, who is in the 
driver’s seat for the party’s nomina-

tion.
The broken trail of presidential 

hopefuls – Perry, Bachman, Cain, San-
torum, etc. – all dueled furiously for 
votes. The guy they all accused of not 
being conservative enough to carry 
the Republican banner is standing on 
top of the pile.

What does that say about the loom-
ing showdown with President Barack 
Obama?

The failure of so many candidates 
to move up with claims of staunch 
conservatism may well be an indica-
tion that voters are more concerned 
about something other than conser-
vative agendas. And the constant dis-
gruntlement about the president in-
dicates that there is something more 

urgent than the liberal agenda. Can 
anyone say, “Economy”? ...

The real test of this nation rests in 
the November election. The election 
will not be about whether Obama is a 
Christian or is hiding his birth certifi-
cate. It’s not about Romney’s Mormon 
faith or his moderately conservative 
politics. People are looking for a candi-
date who will work across party lines 
and carry out a measurable degree of 
statesmanship.

With a little cooperation between 
the two parties, the economy would 
move forward at a stronger pace. 
When that occurs, voters will believe 
that the leaders they elect are commit-
ted to the values that are truly Ameri-
can.
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