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NEPAL

Plane crash kills 15 in 
mountains; 6 survive

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) – A plane crashed into a moun-
tain in the Himalayas while trying to land at an airport in 
northern Nepal today, killing 15 people and injuring six, 
some critically.

It was carrying two pilots and a flight attendant – all 
Nepalese – along with 16 Indians and two Danish citizens, 
both of whom survived, officials said.

Television footage showed the Danes being taken inside 
a hospital in the nearby city of Pokhara, the man being led 
on foot and the woman crying in pain as she was carried 
on a stretcher.

The plane was turning to land at Jomsom Airport when 
it crashed, said Laxmi Raj Sharma, chief government ad-
ministrator in the area.

It broke into pieces but did not catch fire. Sharma said an 
initial investigation indicated the Dornier aircraft, which 
belonged to the local Agni Air company, might have had 
technical problems.

Rescue was swift because the plane crashed just few 
meters from an army camp at Jomsom.

YEMEN

Raids kill 16 al-Qaida militants
SANAA, Yemen (AP) – Yemeni government forces 

pounded al-Qaida targets today, killing at least 16 mili-
tants in the troubled south where the army is trying to up-
root the terror group, military officials said.

In one attack, Yemeni warplanes struck an al-Qaida 
hideout about 44 miles from the southern city of Zinjibar, 
the provincial capital of Abyan. The bombardment killed 
at least 10 militants, the officials said.

The army also fired missiles at a moving vehicle on the 
outskirts of another southern town, Lawder, killing six mil-
itants inside it, they said. The town was controlled by al-
Qaida last year until its residents drove out the militants, 
who have since been trying to stage a comeback. The offi-
cials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to speak to the media.

Today’s raids came a day after government bombings of 
al-Qaida positions across the south killed at least 30 mili-
tants.

The attacks are part of the Yemeni military’s broader 
campaign against al-Qaida-linked fighters. The militants 
have seized towns and territory across southern Yemen.

BY OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTERREY, Mexico 
(AP) – Police found 49 mu-
tilated bodies scattered in a 
pool of blood near the border 
with the U.S., a region where 
Mexico’s two dominant drug 
cartels are trying to out-
do each other in bloodshed 
while warring over smug-
gling routes.

The bodies of 43 men and 
six women with their heads, 
hands and feet chopped off 
were dumped at the entrance 
to the town of San Juan, on a 
highway that connects the 
industrial city of Monterrey 
with Reynosa, across from 
McAllen, Texas.

At the spot where author-
ities discovered the bodies 
before dawn Sunday, a white 
stone arch that normal-
ly welcomes visitors to the 
town was spray-painted with 
“100% Zeta” in black letters – 
an apparent reference to the 
fearsome Zetas drug cartel 
that was founded by desert-
ers from the Mexican army’s 
special forces.

The bodies, some of them 
in plastic garbage bags, were 
most likely brought to the 
spot and dropped from the 
back of a dump truck, Nuevo 
Leon state security spokes-
man Jorge Domene said.

Domene said the dead 
would be hard to identify be-
cause of the lack of heads, 
hands and feet. The remains 
were taken to a Monterrey 
auditorium for DNA tests.

The victims could have 
been killed as long as two 
days ago at another loca-
tion, then transported to San 
Juan, a town in the munici-
pality of Cadereyta, about 
105 miles  west-southwest of 
McAllen, Texas, and 75 miles 
southwest of the Roma, Tex-
as, border crossing, state At-
torney General Adrian de la 
Garza said.

Only one couple looking 
for their missing daughter 

Mexico drug war’s latest toll: 49 headless bodies
Zetas drug cartel founded by deserters from the Mexican army’s special forces claims responsibility
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Forensic experts examine the area where dozens of bodies, some of them mutilated, were found on a highway connecting the 
northern Mexican metropolis of Monterrey to the U.S. border in the town of San Juan near the city of Monterrey, Mexico, Sunday.

visited the morgue in Mon-
terrey where autopsies were 
being performed Sunday, 
a state police investigator 
said.

The officer, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not autho-
rized to discuss the case, 
said none of the six female 
bodies matched the miss-
ing daughter’s description. 
He said some of the bodies 
were badly decomposed and 
some had their whole arms 
or lower legs missing.

De la Garza said he did 
not rule out the possibility 
that the victims were U.S.-
bound migrants.

But it seemed more like-
ly that the killings were the 
latest salvo in a gruesome 
game of tit-for-tat in fighting 

between the Zetas and the 
powerful Sinaloa Cartel.

Mass body dumpings have 
increased  around Mexico in 
the last six months of esca-
lating fighting between the 
Zetas and Sinaloa, which is 
led by fugitive drug lord Joa-
quin “El Chapo” Guzman, 
and its allies, the federal At-
torney General’s Office said 
in statement late Sunday.

The two cartels have 
committed “irrational acts 
of inhumane and inadmis-
sible violence in their dis-
pute,” the office said, reit-
erating it is offering $2 mil-
lion rewards for informa-
tion leading to the arrests of 
Guzman, Ismael Zambada, 
another Sinaloa cartel lead-
er, and Zetas’ leaders Herib-
erto Lazacano Lazcano and 

Miguel Trevino.
Under President Felipe 

Calderon’s nearly six-year 
offensive against organized 
crime, the two cartels have 
emerged as Mexico’s two 
most powerful gangs and are 
battling over strategic trans-
port routes and territory, in-
cluding along the northern 
border with the U.S. and in 
the Gulf coast state of Vera-
cruz.

In less than a month, the 
mutilated bodies of 14 men 
were left in a van in down-
town Nuevo Laredo, 23 peo-
ple were found hanged or 
decapitated in the same bor-
der city and 18 dismembered 
bodied were left near Mexi-
co’s second-largest city, Gua-
dalajara. Nuevo Laredo, like 
Monterrey, is considered Ze-

ta territory, while Guadala-
jara has long been controlled 
by gangs loyal to Sinaloa.

“This is the most defini-
tive of all the cartel wars,” 
said Raul Benitez Manaut, a 
security expert at Mexico’s 
National Autonomous Uni-
versity.

The Zetas are a transient 
gang without real territory or 
a secure stream of income, 
unlike Sinaloa with its lucra-
tive cocaine trade and con-
trol of smuggling routes and 
territory, Benitez said. But 
the Zetas are heavily armed 
while Sinaloa has a weak en-
forcement arm, he said.

The government’s suc-
cess in killing or arresting 
cartel leaders has fractured 
other once big cartels into 
weaker, quarreling bands 

that in many cases are lining 
up with either the Zetas or 
Sinaloa. At least one of those 
two cartels is present in near-
ly all of Mexico’s 32 states.

A year ago this month, 
more than two dozen people 
– most of them Zetas – were 
killed when they tried to in-
filtrate the Sinaloa’s territory 
in the Pacific Coast state of 
Nayarit.

But their war started in 
earnest last fall in Veracruz, 
a strategic smuggling state 
with a giant Gulf port.

A drug gang allied with 
Sinaloa left 35 bodies on a 
main boulevard in the city of 
Veracruz in September, and 
police found 32 other bod-
ies, apparently killed by the 
same gang, a few days af-
ter that. The goal apparent-
ly was to take over territory 
that had been dominated by 
the Zetas.

Twenty-six bodies were 
found in November in Gua-
dalajara, another territory 
being disputed by the Zetas 
and Sinaloa.

Drug violence has killed 
more than 47,500 people 
since Calderon launched a 
stepped-up offensive when 
he took office in December 
2006.

Mexico is now in the midst 
of presidential race to replace 
Calderon, who by law can’t 
run for re-election. Drug vio-
lence seems to be escalating, 
but none of the major can-
didates has referred directly 
to mass killings. All say they 
will stop the violence and 
make Mexico a more secure 
place, but offer few details on 
how their plans would differ 
from Calderon’s.

Benitez said the wave of 
violence has nothing to do 
with the presidential elec-
tion.

“It has the dynamic of 
a war between cartels,” he 
said.

BY JACK GILLUM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) – 
President Barack Obama 

counted on the 
s u p p o r t  o f 

younger vot-
ers four years 
ago. Now, a 
new Repub-
l ica n-lea n-
ing “super” 

p o l i t i c a l 
c o m m i t -
tee wants 
to bring 
them to 

the GOP’s 
side.

Crossroads Generation, a 
new super PAC formed with 
the help of a handful of es-
tablished GOP groups, is 
tapping into the economic 
frustrations of under-30 vot-
ers facing dim job prospects, 
crippling student loans or 
the prospect of having to 
move back home with their 
parents.

Starting Monday, the PAC 
is launching a $50,000 social 
media ad campaign target-
ing younger voters in eight 
swing states, including Ohio 
and Virginia. Their ultimate 
goal: woo younger Ameri-
cans to the Republican side, 
including some who sup-
ported Obama in 2008.

“Younger voters aren’t 
looking for a party label,” 
said Kristen Soltis, who ad-
vises the new super PAC’s 

communications. “They’re 
looking for someone to 

present a solution for 

how things are going to get 
better.”

Crossroads Generation is 
drawing upon $750,000 in 
seed money from GOP orga-
nizations like the College Re-
publicans, the Young Repub-
licans, the Republican State 
Leadership Committee and 
American Crossroads – itself 
a super PAC that has raised 
$100 million so far this elec-
tion cycle to defeat Obama 
and will support the Repub-
lican nominee,  very likely to 
be Mitt Romney.

“We want to give a voice 
to our generation,” said Der-
ek Flowers, 28, the group’s 
executive director, adding 
that his generation has faced 
unprecedented levels of un-
employment and debt.

The super PAC is also 
planning a ground game 
for this fall, leveraging the 
roughly 250,000 student-
members of the College Re-
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publicans who span more 
than 1,800 campuses across 
the country.

Obama’s campaign de-
fended the president’s efforts 
to reduce Generation Y’s un-
employment and debt. It said 
under Obama’s leadership 
the economy added 4.2 mil-
lion private-sector jobs and 
that unemployment among 
recent college graduates is 
lower than when Obama took 
office in January 2009.

Conservative and GOP ef-
forts to target under-30 voters 
this election cycle have been 
growing, as groups like Gen-
eration Opportunity have 
tapped into Millennials’ un-
easiness about the economy 
and the ballooning costs of a 
college degree.

To be sure, they are issues 
Obama has realized are es-
sential in maintaining the 
support of younger voters. 
Just last month, the president 
pushed for lowering college 
costs and freezing student 
loan interest rates – a mes-
sage he took on the road to 
three states strategically im-
portant for his re-election ef-
fort.

Student loan debt has 
reached roughly $1 trillion 
in the United States, and 
the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Bank of New York has esti-
mated that 37 million Amer-
icans – roughly 15 percent – 
have outstanding loan debt. 
About two-thirds of that debt 
is held by people under 30.

New ‘super’ PAC hopes 
to woo younger voters
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