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Miss Black Kentucky empowered 
to talk about adoptive background

Autistic 
adults 
face 
difficult 
job hunt
New study breaks it 
down by the numbers
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Frankfort Fac : Shelby Jenkins

WEEKLY POLL: Obama’s announcement
Do you agree with President Barack Obama’s decision to publicly 
announce his support for gay marriage?
Yes, 51%  No, 48% Total votes: 74

Vote on state-journal.com or mark: Yesq  Noq and return
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Shelby Jenkins, a 2012 Kentucky State University graduate, was awarded the title of Miss Black 
Kentucky this year.

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

F
or Shelby Jenkins, 
winning the tit le 
of Miss Black Ken-
tucky 2012 gives her 

a chance to share one of the 
most personal details about 
herself, something she of-
ten hid from her childhood 
friends.

“I didn’t want to explain 
myself, but when I got this 
title, I felt like I got it for a 
reason, and I really wanted 
to reach out to kids in foster 

care,” the 21-year-old said 
last week, standing on the 
Capitol steps. 

“I just want to let it out – 
I’m adopted.”

The recent Kentucky State 
University graduate, who 
was adopted out of foster 
care at 4 months old by her 
parents, Patrice and Gregory 
Jenkins, used to worry about 
being judged for her back-
ground.

People thought she looked 
like her adoptive dad any-
way, so she just “went with 

it.”
Now, as Miss Black Ken-

tucky 2012, she hopes to 
reach out to kids who feel 
the same apprehension. 
She’s made it her platform, 
and hopes to find ways to 
work with kids in foster care 
in Frankfort.

“I wanted to reach out to 
(kids dealing with) adoption 
and foster care, especial-
ly the girls, because I don’t 
want their self-esteem to go 
down,” she said.

See MISS BLACK, A12

BY LINDSEY TANNER
AP MEDICAL WRITER

CHICAGO (AP) – One in 3 young adults 
with autism have no paid job experience, 
college or technical schooling nearly seven 
years after high school graduation, a study 
fi nds. That’s a poorer showing than those 
with other disabilities including those who 
are mentally disabled, the researchers said.

With roughly half a million autistic kids 
reaching adulthood in the next decade, ex-
perts say it’s an issue policymakers urgently 
need to address.

The study was done well before unem-
ployment peaked from the recession. The 
situation today is tough even for young 
adults who don’t have such limitations.

Ian Wells of Allentown, N.J., is 21, autistic 
and won’t graduate from high school until 
next year. He is unlikely to attend college be-
cause of his autism. He wants a job but has 
only found unpaid internships and is cur-
rently working part-time and unpaid as a 
worker at a fastener factory.

He’s a hard worker, with good mechanical 
skills, but has trouble reading and speaking, 
said his mother, Barbara Wells. She said his 
diffi culties understanding social cues and 
body language can make other people un-
comfortable.

“I’m very afraid” about his prospects for 
ever finding long-term employment, she 
said. “It keeps me up at night.”

The study, published online Monday in 
Pediatrics, was based on data from 2007-08. 
It found that within two years of leaving high 
school, more than half of those with autism 
had no job experience, college or technical 
education.

Things improved as they got older. Yet 
nearly seven years after high school, 35 per-
cent of autistic young adults still had no 
paid employment or education beyond high 
school.

Those fi gures compare with 26 percent of 
mentally disabled young adults, 7 percent 
of young adults with speech and language 
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The crowd looks inside a storage bin at Scott County Safe Storage Saturday before a public auction. Bidders may look but they can’t go inside, 
making bidding a big gamble.

BY KEREN HENDERSON
KHENDERSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

M
ark Alexander be-
came addicted to 
storage auctions 
long before A&E’s 

hit show “Storage Wars” made 
them popular.

The 27-year-old has become 
so good at bidding and turning a 
profi t that he opened Alexander 
Gold & Trade on Louisville Road 
– an everything store where he 
sells his best fi nds.

“Pretty much everything I 
have in this store comes from a 
storage auction,” he says. “It’s a 
little bit strange, because you’re 
gaining from someone else’s 
loss, but in a way you’re helping 
them pay for something they de-
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Sisters Kaylin Hatchell, 9, and Natalie Hatchell, 4, dig through the loot for toys after their uncle, Mark Alex-
ander, won a storage bin with a $450 bid. The sisters really enjoy when they find Legos and Barbies.See STORAGE, A7

Storage auctions are big business
Local man fills his 
shop with finds 
from bidding wars

See AUTISM, A7


