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WEEKLY POLL: Violence in dating
Should domestic-violence protections be extended to dating cou-
ples?   Yes, 73%  No, 26% Total votes: 160
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By JOHN ROGERS
AssociAted Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) –
Families canceling vaca-
tions. Fishermen watching 
their profits burn up along 
with their boats’ gasoline. 
Drivers buying only a few 

gallons of gas at a time be-
cause they can’t afford to fill 
the tank.

From all corners of the 
country, Americans are irri-
tated these days by record-
high fuel prices that have 
soared above $4 a gallon in 
some states and could top 
$5 by summer. And the cost 
is becoming a political issue 
just as the presidential cam-
paign kicks into high gear.

Some blame President 
Barack Obama. Some just 
cite “the government,” while 
others believe it’s the work 
of big, greedy oil companies. 
No matter who is responsi-
ble, almost everyone seems 
to want the government to 
do something, even if peo-
ple aren’t sure what, exactly, 
it should or can do.

A Gallup poll this month 
found 85 percent of U.S. 

adults believe the president 
and Congress “should take 
immediate actions to try to 
control the rising price of 
gas.” An Associated Press-
GfK poll last month showed 
71 percent believe gas prices 
are a “very” or “extremely” 
important matter.

Chris Kaufman, who 
spends $120 a week on gas 
to travel the 60 miles be-
tween his two jobs, at the 

University of South Dakota 
in Sioux Falls and at a hotel 
in Vermillion, S.D., blames 
the price spike on threats 
from Iran to cut off oil ship-
ments through the Strait of 
Hormuz.

“I think the candidates 
running for president need 
to take a good hard look at 
that and determine what 
their foreign policy is go-
ing to be for countries that 

threaten to do that,” he said. 
“It’s going to affect every 
single citizen in the United 
States.”

Still, he believes the pres-
ident has little control over 
gas prices, adding that it is 
commodities traders who 
really dictate prices.

Trucker Cory Nissen of 
Ruther Glen, Va., agrees.

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas prices
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Some states could 
top $5 by summer

By Kay HaRROd
khArrod@stAte-journAl.com

Crit Luallen’s past – and 
future – were in the spot-
light Wednesday   when she 
spoke to the Frankfort Rota-
ry Club at its weekly meet-
ing. 

Former state auditor Lu-
allen has spent the past 
eight years making more 
than 400 speeches, oversee-
ing 5,000 audits and return-
ing millions of dollars to the 
state taxpayers.

“Fortunately in Frank-
lin County, you have honest 
public servants, but in cit-
ies and counties across the 
commonwealth, this is not 
the case,” she told the Ro-
tarians.

Luallen said there were 
35 prosecutions in local 
governments because of 
audits.

“The headlines are about 
the few who abused the 
public trust. There are more 

public leaders working hard 
to be accountable for tax-
payer money.”

She says the same holds 
true for boards that over-
see state money, but whose 
members may not see their 
fiduciary responsibility and 
may react more like they are 
part of a private company. 

She says she is often 
questioned about the need 
for a state watchdog.

“Kentucky has too few re-
sources, and we can’t afford 
to waste or lose those dol-
lars.”

Luallen says the need for 
those resources becomes 
evident in light of Ken-
tucky’s comparison to the 
rest of the states.

“Kentucky is fifth in over-
all national poverty. We 
rank high in the numbers 
of abused children and bat-
tered women. We have one 
of the highest rates of heart 
disease and lung cancer 

and more citizens receiving 
Medicaid than we do en-
rolled students in schools.

“For every 20 students 
who enter ninth grade on-
ly three of those graduate 
from college.” 

Confronting 
challenges

She called the state bud-
get the roadmap to con-
front the challenges that lie 
ahead.

“We must dema nd 
our leaders find common 
ground.”

Luallen said the state 
needs a sustained commit-
ment to education at all lev-
els.

According to Luallen, 
research shows that it will 
take at least 120 years for 
Kentuckians to attain the 
national income average.

“Citizens must speak on 
issues. We need smart peo-
ple at the table for change, 

and politics must be left at 
the door.”

Answering questions 
from the audience, Luallen 
agreed that money is an in-
credible force in the politi-
cal arena.

“We need election fi-
nance reform. Groups like 
super PACs tip the scale 
heavily toward money.”

Luallen says the public 
should become engaged and 
serve as activists to solve the 
problem with money.  

“We have over 400,000 
women in the state eligi-
ble to vote, but they are not 
even registered.

“Somehow we must get 
people invested in following 
the issues and following the 
spending; and demanding 
transparency at all levels.”

Luallen says even today 
– although she’s not the first 
statewide elected woman to 
public office – women are 

TRICIA SPAuldINg/TSPAuldINg@STATE-jOuRNAl.COM

Crit luallen, former state auditor, shakes hands with Arthur Kelly before the start of the Rotary Club meeting at Best Western 
Wednesday afternoon.

Crit’s in high demand
Though retired, she’s wanted all over the state

see cRiT, A8

By KaylEiGH ZySKOwSKi
kzyskowski@stAte-journAl.com

The manager of Farmer’s 
Kitchen has been charged 
with theft after he failed to 
send in the taxes he reported 
to the state over a two-year 
period, a prosecutor says.

Thomas Karsner, who 
ran Farmer’s Kitchen on 
Lawrenceburg Road, report-
ed to the Department of Rev-
enue that he collected about 
$15,267 in sales tax, “but he 
never did send it,” says Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland.

 The 51-year-old, of 4705 
Bald Knob Road, also re-
ported withholding about 
$870 over a two-year period 
from his employees that also 
should have been remitted 
to the revenue cabinet, but 
wasn’t, Cleveland said.

Karsner is charged with 
two counts of theft by failure 
to make required disposi-
tion for the sales tax between 
2010-2011, and one count for 
the withholding tax in 2011, 
according to the indictment.

stAte journAl stAff rePort

The Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office has asked 
another sheriff’s office to 
perform an internal inves-
tigation of alleged improper 
conduct by one of its dep-
uties at the request of the 
grand jury.

The Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Office will lend two 
officers from its internal af-
fairs department to com-
plete the investigation, Sher-
iff Pat Melton said.

The two officers are re-
tired from the Louisville 
metropolitan police and 
work for the sheriff in Jeffer-
son County. Melton said they 
do not know anyone locally 
in the sheriff’s office, which 
will eliminate any conflict of 
interest.

According to the Frank-
lin County grand jury report 
filed at the completion of the 
January-February session, 

jurors heard testimony “re-
garding alleged improper ac-
tions involving the arrest of a 
female subject by a Franklin 
County deputy sheriff.”

The grand jury took no 
action on the allegation but 
recommended that an in-
ternal investigation be con-
ducted.

Melton initially planned 
to contact the Office of the 
Attorney General to perform 
the investigation, but the of-
fice declined. Conducting an 
internal review doesn’t fall 
into its jurisdiction, spokes-
woman Allison Martin said. 

The office referred Melton 
to Kentucky State Police, 
which also declined.

No formal complaint was 
filed with the sheriff’s office. 
Melton says more details will 
be available after the inves-
tigation is concluded. He de-
clined to make any further 
comment on the matter. 

Another sheriff’s office 
agrees to help with  
internal investigation
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