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Troy Woods of Lawrenceburg, shown here leaping from a hot air balloon, 
will attempt to parachute from an airplane 80 times June 22 in Spring-
field. The state record is 40.

Jumping for
more than joy
Lawrenceburg man to raise funds in attempt

to shatter state record for most skydives in day

By Ben Carlson
News staff

A Lawrenceburg man 
doesn’t want to set a new state 
record for the most skydives in 
one day.

He wants to shatter it.
Troy Woods will start jump-

ing out of a perfectly fine air-
plane at daylight Friday, June 
22 and doesn’t plan to stop 
doing so until dark.

If all goes well, he hopes to 
make 80 jumps that day, twice 
as many as the current Ken-
tucky record of 40.

Want to go?
What: Lawrenceburg’s Troy Woods will 

attempt to set a state record for the most 
skydives in a day

When: Friday, June 22 from sunup to 
sundown

Where: Arnold’s Airport, Springfield
Admission: free
Driving directions from Lawrenceburg: 

Head west on the Bluegrass Parkway to 
exit 555 (Springfield). Turn left and go 
13.6 miles, then turn left on Highway 
150. Go 4.3 miles and turn right on Sim-
stown Road, then take the first drive on 
the left. Address is 858 Simstown Road, 
Springfield.See JUMP, Page A2

Police report finding dope in man’s underwear, woman’s bra
By Ben Carlson

News staff

Just days after a Lawrence-
burg mom and her brother 
were arrested 
on heroin charg-
es, the Anderson 
County Grand 
Jury indicted 
three people on 
separate charges 
for allegedly 
trafficking her-
oin, morphine 
and oxycodone.

Indicted June 2 were Col-
ton T. Riggs, 24, of 1500 Mac 
Drive, Cody L. Stratton, 18, of 
Town Terrace Apartments, 
and Kelly R. Isham, 29, of 1095 

Tara Way.
Riggs was indicted for first-

degree heroin trafficking, 
first-degree heroin possession, 
third-degree 
possession of 
Alprazolm, pos-
session of drug 
paraphernalia, 
possession of 
marijuana, driv-
ing under the 
influence and 
driving on a sus-
pended/revoked 
license.

Riggs’ indictment stems 
from an April 12 incident at 
a loading dock at YKK. Riggs 
was passed out but had his 

foot on the break of a vehicle 
that will still running and in 
reverse, according to a police 
report.

After Riggs 
was removed 
from the vehi-
cle and placed 
in an ambu-
lance, Officer 
Les Vogt of the 
Lawrenceburg 
Police Depart-
ment searched 
his clothes and 
found 2.5 grams of marijuana, 
several bags of heroin weigh-
ing between 2.3 and .5 grams, 

Three indicted for trafficking
heroin, morphine, oxycodone

RiggsStrattonIsham

Questions linger in woman’s death
Family looking for answers after daughter falls from houseboat in Kentucky River

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The family of a Lawrenceburg who died 
June 9 after falling into the Kentucky River 
has more questions than answers about what 
lead to her death.

Mitsey Ann Barnett Garlen, 43, of Ninevah 
Road died at the 
University of 
Kentucky Medi-
cal Center after 
spending several 
days there on life 
support, according 
to her stepfather, 
Henry Adams.

Garlen appar-
ently fell from a 

houseboat docked in the river 
not far from the governor’s 
mansion in Frankfort, but no 
one saw her fall in, Adams said.

She was discovered later by people repair-
ing a nearby boat, pulled from the water and 
resuscitated by ambulance personnel. Her 
stepfather said it is unknown how long Garlen 
had been in the water.

She was taken to Kings Daughter’s Hospi-
tal, and from there flown to UK. She never 
regained consciousness.

“Her condition never improved,” Adams 
said. “She was on life support for three days 
and, finally, after talking with a team of doc-
tors, we had her removed from life support.”

Just what happened remains a mystery to 
her family, though, because police have not, 
and apparently don’t plan to, investigate the 

incident, he said.
“The police never came,” said 

Garlen’s mother, Brenda Adams, 
who said the family has not 
spoken with police. “The Fay-
ette County coroner’s office did 
speak with [the police], and was 
told they didn’t feel an investi-
gation was necessary.”

She said the coroner’s office 
has since ruled her daughter’s 
death was accidental.

She said a blood test showed 
that her daughter had not taken 
drugs or alcohol before her 

death.
“All that was there was a prescription she 

was taking and some caffeine,” she said, add-
ing that her daughter was an excellent swim-
mer.

Brenda Adams said Garlen’s husband 

Garlen

“It’s a bad enough time, 
but when there are 
questions, it’s doubly 
hard. It could be that 
part of this is never go-
ing to be answered.”

—Henry Adams
Mitsey Garlen’s stepfather

MITSEY ANN BARNETT GARLEN, 1969-2012

Officer friendly, indeed
Saunier selected as state’s school resource officer of the year 

By Meaghan Downs
News staff

Officer Joe Saunier said 
only a stick of dynamite will 
remove him from his position 
as school resource officer. 

Lt. Chris Atkins said it 
would take the force of a two-
ton truck. 
No matter the metaphor, 
Saunier, who will be honored 
June 19-21 as the state’s School 
Resource Officer of the Year, 
loves his job.  

It wasn’t always that way. 
About three years ago, 

when Atkins and Chief 
Tommy Burris told Saunier he 
would replace Nathan Doty as 
the school district’s resource 
officer, Saunier thought about 
retirement or resigning. 

He didn’t speak to Atkins or 
Burris for weeks, Atkins said. 

Saunier, who has served 
with the Lawrenceburg city 
police since 2004, said the 

Photo by Meaghan Downs

Officer Joe Saunier nearly quit when told that 
he was assigned to the school system. Now, he 
can’t imagine leaving.

Magistrate, judge-executive
spar over county budget

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The 2012-13 budget passed last Tuesday by the 
fiscal court shows the county’s priorities aren’t in 
order and is not fair to its largest magisterial district, 
according to 6th District Magistrate Kenny Barnett.

Barnett cast the lone dissenting vote last Tuesday 
morning on a budget that calls for just over $7 million 
in spending.

Barnett says spending plan unfair to 6th District
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