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THE 14U KENTUCKY ROCKERS softball team picked
up trash along roads in Bourbon County on Sunday,
April 1. In addition to making Kentucky’s roads cleaner,
$100 of the proceeds from the work was sent to the
American Red Cross Bluegrass Chapter for Kentucky
Tornado Disaster Relief. Some of the Rockers who
participated were, from left, Alexandra Middaugh, 
Mandy Head, Shelby Sumrall and Alyssa Middaugh.
Not shown are Alli Sandefur, Lindsay Haynes and
Kierstin Robinson. (Photo submitted)

ALL SQUARED AWAY, 
No. 9 in top photo, pulled 
off a shocker at Keeneland 
on Saturday, April 21, as 
the 70-to-1 long shot won 
the Coolmore Lexington 
Stakes. On Friday, PACH-
ATTACK, left in right pho-
to, outdueled Kathmanblu 
to win the Hilliard Lyons 
Doubledogdare Stakes at 
Keeneland. (Photos by Co-
ady Photos/Keeneland)

Nick Nicholson announces retirement

NICK NICHOLSON, the president and CEO of 
Keeneland for the last 13 years, announced on 
Wednesday, April 18, that he will retire effective 
Sept. 1 from his position. (Photo by Keeneland 
Photos)
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Nick Nicholson, the president and CEO of Keeneland 
for the last 13 years, has announced his retirement from his 
post of the Keeneland Association effective Sept. 1.

He will, however, remain in an advisory role with 
Keeneland and continue to work with the racing and 
sales company to grow domestic and international 
relationships.

Stepping into his position will be Bill Thomason, 
who is currently the vice president and chief fi nancial 
offi cer at Keeneland. He was selected by the Keeneland 
Trustees to be Nicholson’s successor.

“It has been an honor to serve the community and 
the industry as president of Keeneland,” Nicholson said. 
“I have enjoyed every single day of it and have just as 
much passion for the future of our sport as I did on my 
fi rst day at Keeneland.

“While I will miss the daily interaction with the fans 
and the Keeneland family, I am thrilled with the selection 
of Bill Thomason,” Nicholson said of his successor. “Bill 
has incomparable experience in both the fi nancial and 
equine sectors. He is knowledgeable in both racing and 
sales aspects of our business and knows all that is involved 
in bringing a consignment to the Keeneland sales. In my 
opinion, he is uniquely poised to lead Keenland during 
this vitally important time for Thoroughbred racing.”

During Nicholson’s tenure, Keeneland has set numer-
ous attendance and wagering records at its race meets, 
including an all-time attendance record of 250,163 
during the 75th Anniversary meet in October 2011, and, 
most recently, an all-time attendance record of 40,617 
for the 2012 Toyota Blue Grass Stakes (G1), which saw 
Dullahan outduel Hansen for the win.

In addition, Nicholson helped lead the way to the instal-
lation of the synthetic Polytrack surface to Keeneland’s 
main track in 2006, as well as the new video board and 
the Trakus video system. Under his leadership, Keeneland 
also embraced all of the latest technology and social media 
to give fans information through the Internet, Facebook, 
Twitter, as well as placing its sales books online so that 
sellers and buyers can get the latest information at the 
sales on their iPads and mobile phones.

As for Nicholson’s replacement, Thomason brings to 
his new position, not just business experience, but a love 
for Keeneland and Thoroughbred racing. He is humbled 
to receive the opportunity to follow Nicholson and lead 
Keeneland into the future.

Thomason is a graduate of the University of Kentucky, 
with a B.S. in accounting in 1977 and a master’s in busi-
ness administration in 1978. He worked for two years 
at Alexander Grant & Co., an accounting fi rm, before 
moving on to Mill Ridge Farm.

“At Mill Ridge, I had the honor of working for Alice 
Headley Chandler, daughter o Keeneland founder Hal 
Price Headley,” Thomason said. “Through her I gained an 
appreciation and love of Keeneland and the Thoroughbred 
business that could only be taught by someone with her 
passion for the horse and for he beloved Keeneland.

“I am truly humbled by this and appreciate the trustees’ 
confi dence in the direction that Keeneland Association 
is heading. Under Nick’s guidance Keeneland has main-
tained the fi nest traditions of Thoroughbred racing, as 
its mission demands, while leading the way in fi nding 
solution to complex industry problems. It is an honor to 
be part of this special place that represents what is best 
about Thoroughbred racing.”

All Squared Away pulls upset in Coolmore Lexington

At 70-to-1 odds, All Squared 
Away was the longest shot in 
the fi eld of 11 horses to head 
to the gate for the 31st running 
of the $200,000 Coolmore 
Lexington Stakes (G3) on 
Saturday, April 21, so not much 
was expected of the Bellamy 
Road-sired three-year-old.

But, that didn’t deter the 
colt, or the expectations of his 
connections – trainer Wesley 
Ward, owners Altamira Racing 
Stable and Wire to Wire Rac-
ing, or his jockey, Julio Garcia 
– in the race.

In a stunning, yet impres-
sive performance, All Squared 
Away held off race favorite 
Summer Front down the stretch 
to win the race by 1-1/4 lengths 
in front of the 23,823 cheering 
fans. Hammers Terror fi nished 
third.

“Pete (Miller, co-owner and 
former trainer of All Squared 
Away) called me right after the 
race (Grade 3 Vinery Racing 
Spiral Stakes at Turfway Park) 
and asked me if I’d take the 
horse,” Ward said. “He said, 
‘Just train him however you 
want.’ Since the horse got here 
– as most (horses) do when they 
come to Keeneland – the horse 
just fl ourished. He just put a 
lot of weight on. He’s eaten 
the bottom out of the feed tub. 
When we worked him, the last 
couple of works have just been 
outstanding. He’s just thriving, 
being here.”

All Squared Away com-
pleted the 1-1/16th-mile race 
in 1:42.55. Out of Bellamy-
Squared, by Posse, All Squared 
Away now has two wins, 
two seconds, two thirds and 
$164,180 in earnings in nine 
career starts.

Breaking from post position 
nine, All Squared Away settled 
near the outside and followed 
the race leaders Johannesbour-
bon, who was making just his 
second career start, and Ham-
mers Terror, as both set the 
pace for the race. Meanwhile, 
Garcia kept All Squared Away 
in the clear on the outside in 
fourth place for the run down 
the back stretch.

Coming out of the far turn 
and into the stretch, Johan-
nesbourbon, who was ridden 
by Garrett Gomez, and Ham-
mers Terror, who was ridden 
by Robby Albarado, began 
to battle for the lead, as All 
Squared Away moved into 
the three-path and set his eyes 
directly onto the leaders.

At the sixteenth pole, just 
as Hammers Terror had fi -

ALEX DAVIS of Versailles, back row, seventh from left, was a member of the Lexis 
Winter Guard team of Lexington that won the bronze medal at the Winter Guard 
International (WGI) World Championships in Dayton, Ohio, on April 13. In addi-
tion, the team won the coveted Fan Favorite Award in the Independent A Class at 
the event. During the 2012 season, the team was also a WGI Indianapolis Regional 
Independent A Finalist and Class Champion, WGI Cincinnati Regional Independent 
A Class Finalist, WGI Midwestern Championships Independent A Class Finalist, 
TriState Circuit Independent A Class Champion and received the TriState Fan Fa-
vorite Award. Lexis Winter Guard is an independent competitive color guard based 
in Lexington and was established to offer performance opportunities for regional 
color guard performers and enthusiasts. (Photo submitted) 

nally gained the lead over 
Johannesbourbon, All Squared 
Away came charging past the 
race leader, pulled away and 
crossed the wire to win the 
race by 1-1/2 lengths over 
Summer Front.

“My idea was to go very 
close to the pace,” Garcia said. 
“I rode this horse in the morn-
ing, and I knew he was going 
to run a good race today.”

Summer Front, who was 
ridden by Ramon Dominguez 
and was the race favorite, had 
also put in a gallant effort, as 
he rallied from deep in the pack 
to fi nish just a neck in front of 
Hammers Terror, who ended 
up third.

Rounding out the fi eld was 
Gold Megillah (4th), Golden 
Ticket (5th), Holiday Prom-
ise (6th), Johannesbourbon 
who dropped back to seventh, 
Skyring (8th), Castaway (9th), 
News Pending (10th) and 
Morgan’s Guerrilla (11th).

All Squared Away paid 
$143.20 for the win, $45.80 to 
place and $17.00 to show. The 
$2 Exacta paid $842.00, while 
$2 Trifecta paid $7,998.60 
and the $2 Superfecta paid 
$95,199.

In another stakes race at 
Keeneland, which took place 
on Friday, April 20, Pachat-
tack and Kathmanblu put on a 
very exhilarating fi nish in the 
18th running of the $100,000 
Hilliard Lyons Doubledogdare 
Stakes (G3).

In this race for fi llies and 
mares, Pachattack, who was 
ridden by Rajiv Maragh, out-
lasted the pace-setter, Kath-
manblu, who was ridden by 
Julien Leparoux, in an exciting 
side-by-side stretch duel to pull 
off the victory by just a neck. 
La Gran Bailadora fi nished 
third, 2-1/2 lengths behind the 
second-place fi nisher.

Pachattack fi nished the 1-
1/16th-mile race in 1:43.75.

“She (Pachattack) showed 
a lot of guts, and she just pre-
vailed at the end,” Maragh said. 
“It was two nice fi llies coming 
down the lane, and she just 
found extra right by the wire 
and got up.

Added Pachattack’s trainer 
Graham Motion, “This was a 
great spot for her. To be hon-
est, she makes me look good. 
She’s so straightforward in the 
morning. It’s exciting to have 
a fi lly like this. She’s really 
impressed me in the morning. 
We can do a lot of different 
things with her this year.”

With the win, the six-year-
old Pachatack, who is out 
of Pulpit-El Laoob, by Red 
Ransem, now has six wins 
and $786,990 in earnings in 27 
career starts. She also had fi ve 
seconds and four thirds.

As for Leparoux, who rode 
Kathmanblu in the race and 
was going for a record seven 
wins on the day, he was very 
pleased with his fi lly’s perfor-
mance, too.

Prior to the Doubledog-
dare on Friday, Leparoux had 
already ridden six winners on 

the race card, tying the record 
set by Randy Romero on April 
7, 1990, and Craig Perret on 
April 18, 1990. 

Leparoux had eight mounts 
on Friday and had won with 
Rhonin Victoria in the fi rst 
race, Love Reigns in the second 
race, Rally Point in the fourth 
race, Sum of the Parts in the 
fi fth race, Julie’s Love (GB) 
in the seventh race and Into 
the Fray in the eight race. If 
Kathmanblu had won the Dou-
bledogdare, he would have set a 
new record with seven winners. 
But, it was not to be.

“I was really thinking I 
could get (the record and the 
win in the Hilliard Lyons 
Doubledogdare),” Leparoux 
said. “She (Kathmanblu) was 
relaxed. When I could see who 
was outside of me, I knew it 
was Rajiv (Maragh), so I knew 
it was going to be a fi ght to the 
fi nish. She ran a good for her 
fi rst race back.”

In one other stakes race at 
Keeneland this past weekend, 
Wise Dan won the 82nd run-
ning of the $150,000 Ben Ali 
Stakes (G3) by 10-1/2 lengths 
on Sunday, April 22. In the 
process, Wise Dan set a new 
track record for 1-1/8th miles, 
fi nishing the ace in 1:46.63.

The previous record was 
held by Carriage Trail, who set 
the record of 1:46.77 in 2008. 
Prior to that, Midway Road 
held the record of 1:46.78, 
which was set in 2004.

With the win, Wise Dan, 
a gelding out of Wiseman’s 
Ferry-Lisa Danielle, by 
Wolf Power,(SAF), now has 
nine wins in 15 starts and 
$1,009,601 in career earnings. 
He is owned by Morton Fink, 
trained by Charles Lopresti and 
was ridden in the race by John 
Velazquez.
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ford get back on the winning 
track, after tough losses to 
North Laurel and North Old-
ham this past weekend at the 
Assumption Annual Crusade 
for Children tournament.

With those games in the 
books, Woodford is now 10-8 
overall, 6-3 in the region, and 
4-1 in the district. More impor-
tantly, the win means Wood-
ford and Franklin County are 
now tied 1-1 at the top of the 
district standings. 

“The team came together 
today and (we) played up to 
our capabilities, which we 
had not done lately,” said 
Woodford head coach Valdez 
Floyd. “We’re going to hope to 
take this win on in through the 
district tournament.”

After getting the Flyers out 
in the fi rst inning, the Jackets 
struck fi rst. With senior Andrea 
Graham on fi rst, Cheyenne 
Jamison’s hit her fi rst home-
run of the night to open up a 
2-0 lead.

The Flyers came back with 
one run in the second to make 
it 2-1. Then, after neither team 
scored in their next two at-bats, 
Woodford got two more in their 
half of the third.

With freshman Keely Mous-
sette on second, Cheyenne 
Jamison hit a blast to right fi eld, 
which scored Moussette to 
make it 3-1. Later in the inning, 
with Moussette on second and 
senior Darrian Jamison on fi rst, 
senior Catie Fletcher hit a shot 
to the center fi eld fence to score 
Moussette and give the Jackets 
a 4-1 lead.

The Flyers responded by 
sending nine batters to the plate 
in the fourth and scoring three 
runs to tie the game 4-4. But, 
the Jackets responded, sent 
nine batters of their own up to 
the plate and scored four more 
runs to open up an 8-4 lead.

Franklin County scored an-
other run in the top of the fi fth 

to make it 8-5, but that’s when 
Cheyenne Jamison nailed the 
door shut in the bottom of the 
fi fth with her three-run blast 
that gave Woodford an 11-5 
lead, which is how the game 
ended two innings later.

“It was outside and right 
before then, my sister (senior 
Darrian Jamison), told me to 
sit on it and to wait on it,” 
Jamison explained. “… So, I 
stepped back, I waited, stepped 
outside the box and (it was) 
close to the other side and I 
drilled it.”

“She just got a tremendous 
amount of power and her hand-
eye coordination is good,” 
Valdez said about Cheyenne. 
“We’re just proud to have her 
on our team.”
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