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Human rights commission 
members from across the state 
met in a conference at the 
Woodford County Courthouse 
on Thursday, April 19, to dis-
cuss fair housing and human 
rights issues.

The public forum gave com-
mission members chances to 
hear about topics they might 

HRC conference addresses 
fair housing, other issues

From Our Files
10 Years Ago
April 25, 2002

The Woodford County 
Library has purchased the 
adjacent building formerly 
occupied by the Versailles 
Athletic Center for $189,000 
and will remain at its down-
town location. The acquisi-
tion will allow the library to 
double its space as part of 
its overall renovation plans.

Woodford Fiscal Court 
has approved a 1.5-cent tax 
to support the Cooperative 
Extension Service. The court 
also approved an $11.5 mil-
lion budget for the fi scal year 
beginning July 1.

Karenna Gore Schiff, 
daughter of former Vice 
President Al Gore, will 
deliver Midway College’s 
commencement address on 
May 11.

Ken Tippett of Versailles, 
former principal of Woodford 
County High School, has 
become president of Eastern 
Kentucky University’s Na-
tional Alumni Association.

25 Years Ago 
April 30, 1987 

The Woodford County 
High School Band brought 
home two fi rst place and two 
second place trophies from 
competition in Tracey, Calif., 
last weekend. 

Stephanie Godby received 
the Woodford County Teach-
er of the Year award during 
a teacher appreciation re-
ception held at the Lieuten-

ant Governor’s Mansion in 
Frankfort. 

Sheriff Loren Carl and 
Judge-Executive Denny Nun-
nelley are Woodford County 
co-chairmen of Brereton 
Jones’s campaign for lieuten-
ant governor. 

The WCHS academic 
team fi nished second in Ken-
tucky and 66th in the nation at 
a meet held April 22. Partici-
pating from Woodford were 
Evan Bledsoe, Jeff Gill, Scot 
Gill, Robert Johnson, Jamie 
Wiglesworth, Patti Kimball, 
Dean Ash, Laura Monette, 
Scott Spicer, and Jon Grate. 

Marilyn S. Preston of 
Versailles has joined Kappa 
Delta Tau sorority at Eastern 
Kentucky University. 

Matthew Byarlay of Ver-
sailles, a student at Transylva-
nia University, is the recipient 
of a Robert E. Lee Memorial 
Scholarship. 

Jeff Gitlin of Nonesuch 
has been reappointed to the 
National Chimney Sweep 
Guild President’s Technical 
Advisory Committee. 

New Jaycees offi cers are 
Mark Edwards, president; 
John Hackney, vice president; 
Kim Carmickle, treasurer; 
Ben Lathrem, chairman of the 
board, and Marsha Lathrem 
and Don Clark, directors. 

Dr. and Mrs. Randolph 
Offutt have moved into the 
home formerly occupied by 
the Risque and Harper fami-
lies in Midway. 

40 Years Ago
 May 4, 1972 

The following Democrats 
have been selected by the 
county convention to attend 
district and state conventions: 
Mrs. Terry Mangat and Mark 
Gormley, who are committed 
to the presidential candidacy 
of George McGovern, and 
Peggy Carter, Doug Jones, 
Doris Leigh, Dolly Wilson, 
Ed Stepp, Dr. Bill Collins, 
and Vic Hellard Jr., who are 
uncommitted to a presidential 
choice. 

Thomas M. Hackney 
has been awarded a $300 
President’s Scholarship for 
his freshman year at Murray 
State University. 

Walter Anderson, after 
23 years’ experience with 
the Lexington post offi ce, 
has been named assistant 
to Versailles Postmaster 
Charles Kring. 

A Woodford Memorial 
Hospital benefi t ball was held 
last Thursday night. Big band 
dance music was furnished by 
a band directed by Charles V. 
Blair. The St. Leo gym was 
the location for the ball. 

Mrs. Owen Range enter-
tained Monday in honor of 
Mrs. Margaret Elliston, vis-
iting from Memphis, Tenn. 
Luncheon guests were Mrs. 
Roy Lancaster, Mrs. John 
Blackard, and Mrs. Elliston. 

Tony Raider was named 
Jaycee of the Year, and Henry 
Yonker was installed as presi-
dent of the organization at a 
banquet Saturday night. 

not have considered. Woodford 
County may be free of overt 
rights violations, commission 
member Peggy Carter Seal 
said. But members may still 
have some issues to explore, 
such as trying to hire more 
teachers of varying ethnic 
backgrounds at Woodford 
County’s schools, she added.

Member Helen Rentch, 
who attended part of the con-
ference, said she was surprised 

to learn that many examples 
of housing discrimination are 
based on people’s disabilities. 
Ethnic issues may also exist in 
areas that have land zoned for 
multi-family housing, she said 
on Tuesday.

“Our basic (view) in Wood-
ford County is, we don’t have 
problems here,” Rentch added. 
“But I think there are a lot of 
issues that need to be looked 
into.”

20th annual farmers market opens May 5
BY STEPHEN BURNETT
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

Starting Saturday, May 
5, residents will once again 
fi nd locally grown produce, 
honey, crafts and more on the 
Woodford County Courthouse 
square in downtown Versailles. 
About a month later, on Mon-
day, June 4, vendors will add 
a second Versailles location 
and a Midway location to their 
rotation.

Shoppers will fi nd many 
of the same Central Kentucky 
products, many from Wood-
ford County farmers, along 
with new fruits, vegetables and 
baked items, market organizers 
said on Monday.

By contrast, many farmers 
markets may feature fresh 
produce, but produce that is 
grown in many other states, 
such as Georgia or Florida, 
said market manager Stacey 
Westfall. “All of our items are 
(grown) within 50 miles of the 
courthouse square,” she said. 

“So it’s truly local.”
That includes high-quality, 

hand-grown vegetables, mem-
ber Marti Congleton added. 
“We’ve got two really good 
honey producers, both of 
which are coming back from 
last year,” she said. Crafts 
will include furniture made 
from willow trees, joining 
the baked goods, frozen des-
serts, and, of course, locally 
grown tomatoes, corn, herbs, 
zucchini, squash, green beans 
and peppers.

New vendors are welcome, 
and if you are one, you can 
download a vendor application 
form at the Woodford County 
Extension Service’s Web site 
at http://ces.ca.uky.edu. Fees 
will apply, and all vendors’ 
applications will be reviewed 
by the farmers market’s board 
of directors.

Such local emphases helped 
the market win last year’s 
Rural Farmers Market of the 
Year award, Westfall said. 
That award also encouraged 

members to add special events 
during the Saturday markets 
in downtown Versailles. On 
Derby Day, May 5, the market 
will have a Derby hat contest, 
with prizes for those who shop 
there and are judged to win the 
best Derby hat. Later, look also 
for live music or contests for 
children, she said. More Friday 
night events in Versailles will 
also be on the way, apart from 
the Twilight Festival on Friday, 
July 27, she added.

Next month, Saturday hours 
at the courthouse in Versailles 
will be from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
The following month, the 
market will also be open on 
Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m., 
in the Versailles Presbyterian 
Church’s Green Street parking 
lot, and in Midway, the market 
will have a different location: 
the parking lot in front of Dar-
lin’ Jean’s Apple Cobbler Café, 
at the end of East Main Street. 
It will also be open from 3 to 
6 p.m., organizers said.

A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP was awarded to Woodford
County High School’s Student Technology Leadership
Program (STLP) Team on March 22. STLP Coordinator
Becky Keith and team members, from left, Ian O’Canna,
Zachary Rankin, Daniel James and Emily Lawson were
honored by the Woodford County Board of Education
on Monday night, April 23. The high school’s STLP
team will now travel to San Diego in June to represent
Woodford County at the International Society for Tech-
nology in Education Showcase. The team from WCHS
earned top honors at the seventh annual STLP State
Championship at the Lexington Convention Center
and Rupp Arena. Over 6,000 students from across Ken-
tucky participated in the event, a project-based learning
program that empowers students in all grades to use
technology to learn and achieve. (Photo by Bob Vlach)

SPELLING BEE winners Logan Craig (Southside El-
ementary), Lily Kesten (Northside Elementary) and 
Alexis Jetton (Huntertown Elementary) were recog-
nized by the Woodford County Board of Education 
on Monday night, April 23. Logan correctly spelled 
“mediocre” to win a District-wide Spelling Bee. Lilly 
was fi rst runner-up and Alexis was second runner-up. 
(Photo by Bob Vlach)

SYCAMORE Garden Club members recently met to
fi nalize plans for their geranium and plant sale set for
Saturday, April 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Sycamore
Estates entrance median. From left are Lisa Howard,
Kathy Wright, Gayle Greer, and Jennifer Denham. Not
shown are Barbara Ryan, Marcia Sayre, Mary Wheeler,
Gloria Redden, and Ginny Pohlman. (Photo submitted)

JACK KAIN Ford salesman Dale Stubblefi eld explains
to Else Heigle the technology available in the new Escape
as she prepares to Drive One 4UR School recently. Last
year, Jack Kain Ford gave $8,000 to Woodford County
High School as a result of the Ford program. (Photo
submitted)
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If Woodford County Fiscal 
Court obtains a $125,000 grant 
from the state’s Land and Water 
Conservation Fund program, 
matching that total with its 
own amount, residents could 
someday see a new county 
park and walking trails at the 
old Huntertown Community 
on Huntertown Road.

During their Tuesday night 
meeting, fi scal court magis-
trates approved a resolution 
seeking the grant to fund half 
the project. The court also set 
aside $125,000 as matching 
funds.

In the summer of 2010, 
Third Rock Consultants, an 
environmental consulting 
fi rm, surveyed the property 
and suggested a park area with 
walking trails. The site, which 
on Huntertown Road at the 
Blue Grass Parkway bridge, 
was once a hamlet for freed 
African-American slaves in the 
late 19th century. The land also 
contains diverse foliage, an old 
farm pond that is overgrown 
with honeysuckle bushes, and 
green ash trees.

Some of those plants, how-
ever, such as the honeysuckle 
bushes, could be removed in 
favor of the walking trails, 
a parking lot and a meadow 
area, consultants said in July 
of 2010. New plants such as 
pond lilies could turn the area 
into a natural wetland.

Third Rock, with the court’s 
cooperation, had applied for a 
state grant. But that effort was 
not successful. This attempt 
seeks funding under the Land 
and Water Conservation Act 
of 1965.

Jail contract
Inmates of the Woodford 

County Detention Center may 
soon be doing contract work 
with the state Department of 
Transportation after the court 
approved a memorandum of 
agreement with the depart-
ment, the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Corrections and the 
detention center.

Woodford County Jailer 
Johnny Jones said this is one 
way to alleviate temporary 
overcrowding at the center. 
Approved inmates would 
work in a fi ve-man crew on 
state roads with an overseeing 
deputy. That deputy would 
be supplied by the detention 
center, but would be paid for 
his time, along with benefi ts, 
by the transportation depart-
ment, Jones explained.

Magistrates approved that 
agreement, through June 
30, 2013. Jones then said he 
would ask his contact at the 
transportation department to 
explain more to the court about 
the program.

Also on the agenda
• Brad McLean, chair of the 

county Economic Develop-
ment Authority, clarifi ed why 
the pending development on 
Lexington Road, across from 
Marsailles Road, has been 
slowed. A bond for a required 
turn lane on Lexington Road 
hasn’t been released, McLean 
said. But based on his conver-
sations with developer Trivium 
Development, that will soon be 
resolved, he added. “They are 
still confi dent that that project 
is going to move forward,” 
McLean said.

McLean said that EDA 
also anticipates making a 
signifi cant announcement this 
Friday morning, April 27, at 
its regular monthly meeting in 
the fi scal courtroom at 8 a.m. 
That announcement will have 
immense economic benefi t for 
Woodford County, McLean 
added.

• After Jones’s request 
about the county jail program, 
Magistrate Larry Craig (Dist. 
1) asked other magistrates to 
reconsider the jailer’s proposal 
regarding deputies’ salaries. 
Even if the county can’t do all 
that the jailer has requested, 
the county  would enhance 
staff retention at the jail if they 
were brought into a higher pay 
scale, Craig said. 

• After a welcome lack of 
county maintenance needs 
over several weeks, mainte-
nance director David Long 
said the vacation is over. He 
then recommended spending 
$1,080 to replace a metal sheet 
on the county ambulance build-
ing, which had been damaged 
by a riding mower. Long also 
noted that at the county Senior 
Citizens Center, a window trim 
is rotting away; he suggested 
replacing it with a composite 
material, for which one bidder 
prices at $175.32.

Magistrates approved both 
recommendations after Long 
said that, although county 
maintenance money is tight, he 
should be able to shuffl e items 
around to cover those repairs.

Court seeks funding 
for Huntertown park

• Magistrates approved a 
second amendment to this 
fi scal year’s budget, adjusting 
the fi gures to allow for receipts, 
refunds and reimbursements.

• Magistrates approved 
county animal control direc-
tor Susan Jones’s request to 
declare as surplus equipment 
the department’s 1997 Jeep 
Cherokee.

• Following some discus-
sion the court approved by a 
vote of 7 to 2 to restore its for-
mer insurance agent of record. 
Magistrate Ken Reed (Dist. 4) 
said he and others had misun-
derstood their previous vote 
to explore insurance options 
with the Kentucky Association 
of Counties’ insurance agent; 
they did not know that meant 
changing their agent of record, 
Reed said.

Magistrate Bruce Gill (Dist. 
7) agreed, saying he would 

prefer the agent with more 
experience.

Magistrate Gerald Dotson 
(Dist. 5), however, was joined 
by Woodford County Judge-
executive John Coyle in voting 
against the motion to restore 
the county’s previous agent 
of record.

•  The court approved Coun-
ty Treasurer Rebecca Wilson’s 
request to hire a compliance 
and collection coordinator for 
her offi ce. That position would 
be part-time at $20 an hour to 
help locate existing county 
businesses who owe past-due 
taxes or new businesses, Wil-
son said.

• Magistrates approved new 
salaries for constitutional of-
fi cers: the deputy coroner and 
the assistant county attorney.

• The court approved the 
Woodford County Extension 
District’s proposed budget.


