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From the Ohio Farmer

Wheat Cnltare.
The preparation of the soil underlies all

success in wheat culture. We may bow the
beet of seed at the most favorable time, apply
all the fertilizers within our reach, and give
the growing crop our most careful attention,
yet if this first important part of the work is
improperly done, partial or total failure will
be the result at the following harvest. The
first point connected with this branch of the
subject is, keep all plant food on or as near to
the surface as possible. No matter whether
it be stubble manure, plaster, superphos-
phates, or a fertilizer of any other kind, it
must be upon or near the top of the ground.
The object in thus distributing the plant food,
which is to make the growing crop, is, that
il the manure being upon the roots of the
grain will spread out horizontally and near
the surface while if plowed under the roots
will run down to the nourishment there
furnished and for reasons clearly evident, the
crop is more likely to winter kill.

The pioneer farmers of Ohio met with uni-
form success with the cultivation of winter
wheat. The condition of the land compelled
them to leave all fertilizing matter on or near
the surface. The forest trees were chopped
down and either hauled away or burned, but the
giccu luuia icmaiucu, auu ail mat CUU1U UK

done was to scatter the grain and scratch
around among the stumps with a harrow
The roots ot the growing grain ppread out
near the surface, and the expansion and con-
traction of the earth's surface caused by
freezing and thawing raised the whole plant
without injuring the roots. If the fertilizer
instead of being applied to the sunace is
turned under, the roots must reach down and
will be broken by freezing. Many of
the aged wheat growers of the country now
think it strange that they cannot raise as good
crops as they were accustomed to gather
thirty or forty years ago; they now turn over
the sod to the depth of eight or ten inches,
and think they ought to receive a better
yield than where they did little or no plow-
ing. They do not seem to recognize the fact
that the mode of cultivation which the roots
and stumps compelled them to pursue, when
the country wari new, was more compatible
with tin- - l ibit ol'the wheat plant than their
present manner putting in the crop. We
do not to !" understooted to say that the
ground . .uuU! r ,t ba stirred to a greater
depth tl'au tl,r-..- r four inches.

We i no; Bhallow plowing for
'ci-- f i raw? ' .u tha Northern States. The

,;,jnu .utenkJ for wheat should be turned
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over about eight inches in May, and the sub-
soil plow run six or eight inches deeper.
Then let it lie with an occasional narrowing
to keep the weeds down until just before the
time of sowing the seed. By this time the
turf turned under will have become decom-
posed to receive the seed. Then plow again
turning the same depth ai before, and sub-soili-

from fifteen to twenty inches. By
this practice all of the plant food is retained
upon the surface, and the hard subsoil be-

neath is sufficiently loose to permit the
water to settle away from the roots of the
growing plants.

As to the manner of putting in the seed, we
are most decidedly in f .vor of using the drill.
The advantages (such as a saving of seed,
even distribution, etc.,) have been bo repeat-
edly detailed to the re: lers of farm journals,
that we will not dwell upon this subject.
Procure the U6e of a drill if you have none of
your own, and if this cannot be done, harrow
the ground (after having applied the tp
dressing) distribute the seed as evenly as pos-
sible and go over the ground with a cultiva-
tor.

Wheat growers differ greatly in opinion in
regard to the depth that the seed should be
covered. Without repeating the different
reasons given by the various authors in sup-
port of their positions, we will say that if the
ground be prepared according to the sugges-
tions above set forth, it is evident thafHhe
seed should not be deposited below the stra-tu- m

containing fertilizing elements, neither
would we leave it so near the surface as to
become dry and withered by a few days of
sunshine. On any Foil (except it be sandy)
we should set the drill to run about two inch-
es deep. If the ground be very light the seed
niighUUe covered an inch deeper. Scarcely
two men occupying adjoining farms sow the
Bame amount of seed per acre, and we shall
not attempt to lay down a definite rule to the
Ohio Farmer. It would be useless for me to
do so. I might, as others have done, state
what amount of a certain variety to use upon
my own farm, but that would be no guide to
others. If the kernels are small, or if the
ground 13 very fertile; warm, mellow and free
from weeds, much less seed is required than
if the kernels are large or the ground in an
unproductive condition. It is worse than
useless to put in the amount of seed sown by
some farmers, while, iron the other land we
err in using too little, but we ae inclined to
believe that there is less danger of failing in
the latter than the former practice. Exam
pies are on record of fifty-eig- ht bushels of
grain and tnty-hv- e hundred pounds of straw
from an acre where only one peck of seed was
sown, but it would not be safe to Bay that
every piece of land would produce such a
crop from so small an amount of seed. Thin
seeding has its advantages, but if the ground
is not in a very good conidtion, thin sowing
will not produce as much grain and straw per
acre as can be obtained by using more seed.

Upon our own ground we would drill in
one bushel per acre, which we consider equal
to nearly one and one-ha- lf bushels if sown
broadcast. But this i3 no rule for others to
go by. Experiment alone will enable each
farmer to determine what quantity is best
upon his own land.

As to the arguments usually brought for-

ward relating to early or late sowing, we have
not the space in a single article to refer to
them. We have experimented a little, and
carefully observed the crops raised by neigh-
boring farmers who have put in their seed at
different times, and we are compelled to be-

lieve that wherever the Hessian fly (or any
other insects which attack the growing crop)
does not injure the crop, the time of putting
in the seed should not be delayed past the
middle of September.

In selecting a piece of ground for wheat we
should avoid heavy, sticky clay as well sandy,
for where either predominates, the best crops
cannot be raised. A mixture of loam and
clay thoroughly drained is as good as we
need ask for, it is clean and plump. As to
the different varieties we cannot say which is
the best. We have experimeated with but
five or Bix varieties, and of these we find that,
known in this locality, as the White Irish
superior to any other of which we have any
knowledge, the kernels are large and plump, it
yields well and is not apt to lodge. We have
crowded about all into this letter that we
can, there are, however, some other matters
that we may touch upon at some future time.

From the Ducthess Farmer.

About Clover The Vhoh of Plaster
Clover and Other Plants.

BY NORMAN SPURR.

Having strongly recommended an exten
sive use of plaster, perhaps it is proper to tell
why I do so. I am not a Greek or Latin
scholar, and cannot give high sounding lite
rary names to the component parts of plaster;
neither am I a chemist, competent to describe
its elements, or which of them has the fertil
izing properties contained in that mo3t val
uable and necessary article to secure the lux
uriant growth of clover, under the most un-
favorable circumstances. But let me tell in
language that every person can understand,
how plaster promotes the growth of clover
and other plants.

When a lot of calves have been confined in
a small space in a barn a short time, with but
little bedding, the filth is very disagreeable
to the smell. Any such place about barns is
easily made wholesome by scattering a few
handfulls of plaster on the manure of those
places. The plaster will retain all the con
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stantly escaping strength of the fermenting
manure, and draw from the air what has not
got too far away. It has the power to retain
moisture for the plant it benefit?, or, in other
words any plants that are benefited by plaster
do not Buffer in a drouth, like those which are
not thus . While it assists the
growth of plaun within a proper distance, it
at the same time decidedly hinders the
growth of the s.me kind of plant3 a short dis-

tance from it. I cannot tell how it hinders
the growing of : !ioe too far away, only as it
robs them of tl fertilizing ingredients con-

tained in the air (just as it purifies the air of
a filthy Btable) .ind the moisture of which
would fall equaUy on similar plants only for
the plaster.

Forty years a 10 1 knew of a dead horse be-

ing left near a fence between farms. The next
field, containing twelve acres, was pastured
with sheep. The North wind had a fair
sweep from the decaying horse across the
sheep pasture, and made the grass so offen-

sive to the sheep that they left an acre (reach-
ing across the fiield widening in shape as the
distance increased from the horse) which
they did not eat, showing that a portion of
that ho.se was constantly floating away in
the air. How much plaster it would liave
taken, with a little straw, or other vegetable
matter, to have prevented that state of things,
I do not undertake to tell, but I have no
doubt that a very large portion might have
been retained by the liberal use of plaster. It
is in this way that plaster is so beneficial to
vegetation generally, and that kind of vege-

tation which draws the most nourishment
from the air is the most benefited by plaster.

On these principles, every decaying sub-

stance is losing its fertilizing qualities by the
constant changing of the air. The plaster
extracts those fertilizing qualities from the
air, and bring3 them to the assistance of the
young tender, feeble plants. Thus you see it
is for you that old ocean heave3 up fertilizing
weeds. For you every decaying leaf, blade of
grass, or vegetable of any description is con-

tributing its, full share. For you everything
in the animal kingdom, from the smallest
mouse to the largest mastodon, is contributing
its support. For you everything in the feath-
ered and finny worlds, from the smallest in-

sect to the largest whale that plow3 the
mighty deep, contributes its full share. For
you every particle of air, from the gentle
breeze to the wildest tempeit, is laden with
rich treasures to increase the quantity and
quality of all your growing crops. For you
Providence has provided large quantities of
plaster within your reach, that you may reap
the advantages of these God given bounties.
Will you do it?

Believing that some of you are going to try to
reap those advantages, you naturally ask what
time of year to use plaster to the best advant-
age. I must say that my theory on this one
point has been formed by reasoning instead of
trials. 1 nave tor a long time believed that
one bushel of corn fed to a calf six to twelve
months old helps it more than three bushels
after it is six years old. I believe all domes
tic animals need their best attention, care, and
nourishing when they are young. I think it
is just so with clover. When the seed has so
far sprouted that it cannot dry up, and then
when rains come, it must be in its most feeble
state. It is at this critical state that it is
killed the easiest. It is at this period that it
needs help the most, if it is dry weather.
Anything that will keep it alive, and make
the root penetrate the ground, so as to have
damp earth to sustain it, is all that is re-

quired, and like on ox after it has got well
established, there is no ordinary calamity
that will kill it. iarmers formerly never
sowed plaster on their rye, wheat, or oats,and
left the young clover to live or die, as luck
(they call it) might determine, and if the
clover lived, sowed the plaster the next year.
That kind of treatment to my mind is about
as consistent as it would be to plaster your
corn after you have cut the stalks.

The average seasons of plaster is worth $ot)

per ton, judiciously put on to young clover.
It was worth more than $50 either of the last
two seasons. It would have made just the
difference there is between a crop of clover
and a crop of sorrel, and then twenty loads of
manure to the acre besides, at the time the
field is plowed for the next crop. But I
have heard of good farmers, who were strong
advocates of using plaster, who say sow it any
time of the year; only sow it. I do not rec-

ommend that course, but say, sow it as soon
as the crop begins to grow, you use it to ben-

efit. In all I have written about clover, I
have not given an opinion as to the time to
sow the seed on wheat or rye. On one very
long field for its width, of ten acres, I tried
that point thoroughly. Having some clover
chaff in the way, I sowed about an acre the
first of December. By cleaning clover Beed

during the winter, we had chaff' to sow every
few days, till the middle of March, when the
field was all sowed, except about two acres,
which I left till latish, in order to make the
experiment more complete. Two vain young
ladies inquired of an Irishman which of
them was the handsomest, "Be jabers," said
he, "each of you looks handsomer than the
other." So far as the time of sowing was con-
cerned, it was just so with that clover lot.
But, understand, all my experience has been
with that large kind of clover, and while I
have had partial tailuresin other crops, from
various causes, I never had even a partial
lailure in clover raising after I got the trade
learned, and am bold to assert that it is the
most sure crop so raised in this section that I
have ever saw raised. It is very easy to see
(if my theory is correct) that it is dangerous
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for c.ne farmer to hold out against using
plaster while all his neighbors are constantly
sowing it, for they will soon divide his farm
among them in proportion to the length of
their respective dividing lines, leaving him
just strength of soil enough to raise sorrel and
daisies a tew years only.

Another point which farmers talk about
with many fears for the safety of their clover,
is the danger of it being killed by the severity
of the winter. Let me say that you will never
have ahy large clover winter killed unless
you abuse it by deviating from my rules. The
frosts will pull up the posts of a board fence
in a wet piece of land, and it will soon be fiat
on the ground. Any little tree which hap-
pens to grow by the side of that fence is never
molested by the frost, but keeps right on
growing till old age or something else kills it.
In a few years after it is dead, the frost will
pull that stump out of the ground, even when
the roots are several inches in diameter, and
run in several directions, as it would seem to
take fifty times the power that it would have
taken when the tree was two or three inches
in diameter. The healthy little fibrous roots
held that little tree firm in its position. But
soon after the tree dies, those fibrous roots rot
off, and all the smaller roots follow when the
roots of that old stump come out about as fast
as the fence post died. It is just so with
clover. Keep the plant vigorous and healthy,
with a good growth the first summer, and not
pasture it of, and I never saw a winter that
would kill it till after you get one crop, even
in a swamp. If it is on common land, you
cm keep it alive as long as you can ask to
have it live, by sowing with plaster every
year, and not pasturing late in the fall. But
right here is where the clover is generally
killed. When one half of the feed in the pas-
ture is something besides clover, your stock,
like the clover best, eat it down so close that
it kills it in the process, where it might have
lived for many years with proper care.

Another very bad practice in the manage-
ment of farms, i3 plowing one field for many
years in succession, while five times a3 many
acres are left without plowing, till it costs
twice as much to raise a crop on either field
R3 it would if each could have been seeded at
the light time, left just long enough in grass,
and tuen plowed again at the right time, ihe
tr method is to 3eed every field as soon as
it is in good condition to grow clover, and plow
eve-- " field as soon as it fails to produce a
lar je crop of grass without sorrel, daisie3, or
othi-- weeds. y adopting these rules you
will be destitute of deserts in Dutchess coun-
ty. When I reflect how much you have done
to get your fences in your present condition,
and the present great progress you have made
in underdraining, an item hardly known
twenty years ago, I am ready to admit that
you do not lack enterprise.

Potatoes Old and Sew Kinds.
As nothing grown on our lands can supply

the want of our common potato as an article
of food, the following brief notice of our old
and new kind3 of potatoes, and their com-
parative merits may prove useful to your
readers:

"White Mercer: " This potato originated
from seed balls planted in Mercer county,
Pa., in 1812, sixty yeara ago, by a Mr. Wilky,
and it soon afterwards became, and for many
years remained, and it still is, the standard of
potato excellence, not only in Pensylvania,
but in almost, if not all, of our States where
it has been tried. But it has, for a good
maay years pa3t, been so much inclined to
the potato rot, and yielded so poorly to the
acre that we have been compelled to discard
our old favorite and try some of the various
new varieties of potatoes, to wit, the "Early
Goodrich," "Harrison," "Garnet Chili,"
"Glea3on," &c, that originated with the Kev.
Chauncery E. Goodiich, of Utici, State of
New ork; the "Peachblow," that originated
in New Jersey; the "Buckeye," of Ohio; the
"Michigan White Sprout," of Michigan; the
"Prince Albert," obtained from England, and
the "Early Rose," "Bresee's Prolific," King
oi the names, and reeriess, , that or-
iginated with Alfred Bresee, of the State of
Vermont, and also various other new kinds,
whose names I need not specify.

And the result of our potato expe-
rience with these new sorts Beemsto ba as fol-

lows:
The Early Goodrich ripen3 quite early, and

yields largely, but it is so variable in quality,
being sometimes dry and mealy, and at other
times again so watery and tough, that but few
people in our parts now raise it. The Harri-
son is even more watery and tough so that the
Early Goodrich, and the Gleason are for the
same reason but little better than the Har-
rison, while the Garnet Chili, a
and white fleshed potato, yields well, and has
a solid and good deal drier flesh than the
Early Goodrich, Harrison or Gleason, but is
after all only a third rate or at best only a
second rate potato in point of quality. The
n,any uoodrich, Harrison and Uleason are
white or whitish skinned and yellowish white
fleshed potatoes.

The Buckeve of Ohio, is a round white- -
skinned and white-flesh- potato, of a bette
quality than the Garnet Chili, but a poor
yielder, and like the Garnet, often so worm--
eaten and disfigured in it9 skin and flesh
when dug up in the fall aa to greatly injure
marketing.
The Peachblow u a dry and nice mealy pota-to,th- at

is nearly equal in quality to our famous
old Mercer. In fact it has taken its place,
and now, as for years past, commands the very
highest price in our city market. But the
Peachblow must be planted very early to en- -
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sure a crop, and then ripens so late in the
season, and has such deep-sunke- n eye3 that
many persons have declined growing it. Ihe
Prince Albert has a tendency to become
watery at one end of its tubers, on some soils,
but is, when grown on favorable ground, not
only a great yielder, but a large, smooth,
beautiful, shallow-eye- d potato, that cooks
very dry and mealy, and nearly, if not fully,
equal in quality to the White Mercer. The
Michigan hite sprout is a pretty fair pota-
to in point of form, quality and productive-
ness, but is at times subject to be badly
worm-eate-

The Early Kose, that a few years ago made
such a great stir all over our land, makes a
hne and very early ripening potato, but be
comes, from some cause or other, too watery,
lough and heavy afterwards to make a good
tall and winter potato, and whether Bresee s

Prolific, King of the Earlies and Peerless,
will prove any better, are questions yet to be
decided. And the same remark applies to
those still newer kinds, the Extra Early Ver-
mont, Excelsior and Compton's Surprise po-
tatoes that are now attracting attention among
potato growers.

Among our oil varietie3 of the potato, the
White Mercer has very generally been al-

lowed to stand at the head of the list. But
we had some other old sorts that were in the
opinion of many people fully equal to the
Mercer in point of quality, and better as re-

gards productivenes3. Thus, for example,
the old "White Pinkeye," bo called from its
pink colored eyes and white skin, was a first-cla- ss

potato in every way,and has no superior
yet among all our greatly cracked up new
varieties. So the old "Blue Kidney," a long,
smooth, flat, kidney-shape- light bluish-ikiune- d,

and light yellowish fleshed potato
was nearly, if not quite, as good as the Pink-
eye. So the old "Black potato,"
from the blackish color of its thick, rough
skin, was quite a round potato, as round as
a boy's ball, that yielded finely and boiled up
very dry and mealy, and had a darkish white
flesh of excellent flavor. So the old "Long
John," was a long, very smooth and bright

potato, that covered a flesh of
areater whiteness than any other potato I have
ever seen. It was a poor potato for fall ue,
but improved so much in its texture id after
months, that it formed a very superior potato
for late winter and spring use, and what made
it still the more desirable was the fact that it
was a sure grower, and yielded very large
crops of very solid, long-keepi- tubers. And
we had some other old varieties of potato that
were nearly, if not quite, a good as these
just named, and I would be glad if some one
of your reader3 would send you a sketch of
them.

Among the many new varieties of the pota-
to that have become more or less popular of
late years, are those named the Climax, Early
Mohawk, Early Six Weeks, Monitor, Orono,
Shaker's Fancy and Shaker's Russet. And I
wish some person, who is familiar with them,
would send you descriptions of them, stating
the color of their skin and flesh, shape, size,
time of ripening shallowness and deepness of
their eyes, their quality and flavor, sc, for
the general benefit of your readers. rJurna
of the Farm.

"From American. Agriculturist.

Patrons or Husbandry The Granges.
Several have written to ask if we should

advise them to join the Patrons of Husban-
dry, and others to ask what we think of the
organization. There are certain things upon
which we do not care to give advice. If we
are asked by a correspondent if he should join
a particular church, if it is best for him to
belong to this or that political party, or if he
had better unite himself with the Masons or

s, we reply that these are matters
in which each one should judge for himself.
So, in regard to the Patrons of Husbandry,
we have not felt it within our province to ad-

vise persons to join or withhold themselves
from the association. Much depends upon
the character of such an organization at any
given point, and many other thing3 which
those at a distance can not judge. In a
pretty wide experience, we have in one place
known a certain very popular and generally
worthy organization to include all the mean-
est men in the town, and in another place the
tame body had all the best men among its
members. So it may be with the Patrons of
Husbandry in certain localities; and we ad-

vise each one to judge for himself. As to
what we think of the Patrons of Husbandry,
that is another question. When it was start-
ed, several years ago, the chief claim that its
advocates presented was that it was a

society, and it would enable its mem-
bers to procure farm implements and sup
plies from first hands without paying profits
to deilera. Being unable to see how such an
order could change the ordinary course of
trade we had little to say about it. Recent-
ly, howeuer, the whole matter has taken on a
new aspect. The farmers in several of the
Western States, on account of high freights,
have been suffering from low prices for their
products, and a general desire for some
unity of action with reference to railroads

'developed itself. Here was the Patrons of
Husbundry at hand, with its machinery in
working order, and capable of indefinite ex-
tension. The necessity for some kind of or-

ganization through which the farmers could
make themselves felt led to a wonderful in-

crease of the order, and granges multiplied
with astonishing rapidity. At the last pub
lished account there were, on June 25th, ac
cording to the Prairie Farmer, which claims
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to have its information from official sources,
4,227 granges in the United States, distribu-
ted as follows:
Iowa 1671

Illinois - 517
Missouri 3j7
Minnesota - 274

Nebraska 244

Kansas 243

Indiana ' 201

Wisconsin 19
Mississippi 14

South Carolina
Ohio - 64

Tennessee - 37

Michigan - 34

Georgia 23

Vermont 23

Arkansas 2t
California 23

Alabama., 12

North Carolina H
Oregon 7

Dakota 7

Louisiana 6

New York 5

Virginia 3

New Jersey -
Pennsylvania 2

Kentucky j
Massachusetts
Texas........
Colorado 1

Canada 8

Total 4.227

Now here is an organization of immense
extent and great power for good nor evil. It
is not to be ignored, or is it to be put down
by any amount of ridicule or denunciation.
Whatever we may think of the machinery of
the order, and however we may feel that
farmers, of all people have no need of secrecy
in any of their proceedings, here is an im-

mense organization that must be accepted as

one of the facts of time. That such a body
under wise leaders and cautious consels can
effect much good, there is little doubt. But
will they have these? This is one of the
problems of the day. It the organization in

made use of by designing politicians to serve
their own selfish ends, better that it never ex-

isted. If, howeuer, it should prove as we

hope it will, the means of awakening farmers
to the fact that they have a voice in public
affaire; if it shall influence to send to the
State and National legislatures only honest
and incorruptible men; if it shall cause farm-

ers to inquire into the qualifications of the
men thev vote for, it wiJJproye .indeea
blessing. As to the present conflict between
the granges and the railroads about which
we hear so much, we have not space to dis-

cuss it. We believe the interests of the farm-
ers and the railroads to be identical, as neith-
er can succeed without the other; and have
no doubt that when the present excitement
has passed away, a mutual concession and
respect of the rights of each other will lead
to a fair adjustment of the points in dispute.
A great wrong, assuming that there be one
in this case, never can exist long in this
country. The people are right at heart, and
when they speak all "monopoly" and "op-
pression" must cease. There was never a
more hopeless case than that of the property
holders and rs ot the city of New
York two years ago. When the people were
convinced of the necessity of doing it. they
forgot all else and swept aside "Rings" and
all plundering combinations. If the farmers
of the Western States are wrongly treated
they have the power in their own hands to
right themselves. They have need, however,
to beware of hasty and legisla-
tion, for the case is one that needs statesman-
ship rather than oratory. Those who talk
the loudest are rarely the wisest leaders.

Other letters come to us asking why we do
not become an organ of the Patrons of Hus-
bandry, and promising much if we will do
so. We are the "organ" of only one thing,
and that is "American Agriculture." What-
ever is to the benefit of this has our hearty
approval. If the organization of granges will
tend to the benefit of the farmer we say go on
and organize, and so far as seems proper for
us we shall support your progress. Just here
we wish to say a word to those in granges and
those who contemplate joining them. Mem-
bership of any organizotion does not alter hu-

man nature. There will be men who will
use this membership to advance their own
selfish ends. We know some men who are
active in the order whom we would not trust
with a dollar, and we know others whom we
are sure gold could not buy. The future of
the granges depends upo'n which of these
classes of men are made prominent. So far
as the granges will bring farmers to know one
another better; so far they make farmers feel
that they must take a part in "politics;" bo

far as they help to give them fair returns for
their crops; so far as they tend to make far-

mers everywhere better American citizens,
we Bay, God speed.

On Friday night, about 9i o'clock, it was
discovered that the handsome drug store of
T. S. Barkley & Son, on Main street, was on
fire on the inside. The sounding of the
alarm speedily brought out a crowd, the first
comers forcing open the front door, hen tne
"bucket brigade" (which always does good
work on such occasions) after considerable
effort succeeded in extinguishing the flames,
which were rapidly making their way through
the first floor, and up to the roof. It is be-

lieved by many that the fire originated from
the combustion of phosphorus. The loss will
not exceed $2,000, which is fully covered by
insurance. Georgetown Times.

A difficulty occurred in Kirksville, Lincoln
county, on Monday, between Mr. Rhodes
and James Grimes, which resulted in the lat-
ter being shot and instantly killed by the
former. An old grudge had previously ex
isted between the parties.


