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Mining
hearings
under way

A House subcommittee taking
testimony on various strip-mi- ne

regulation bills before Congress
has indicated that it is unlikely
to favor any outright ban on
strip-minin- g. The main testi-
mony of the first two days was
from Rep. Ken Hechler (D--

Va.) who favors abolition and
from spokesmen for the N ixon
administration bill calling for
state regulation of strip-minin- g.

Hechler, long an outspoken
critic of the coal industry,
sharply denounced stripping
and its social, economic and
environmental effects. He con-
tended that the nation's fuel
demands could best be met by
expanding and improving the
underground mining industry.
"We're caught in an energy
crisis so we have to continue
to rip up the land and pollute
the water. When the day comes
that we put protection of the
land ahead of profit, I'll be
happy, " Hechler stated.

Several committee members,
however, charged Hechler's
abolition bill with being unin-
formed or even irresponsible.

(Continued on Page 24)

Letcher County's small deep-min- e

operations are continuing
to face financial hard times.
The current situation is so bad,
say some longtime coalfield
observers, that a number of ed

underground opera-
tions might have to remove their
names from the active list.

But if that does happen, Let-
cher County still won't be hur-

ting for enough coal companies
to claim. A survey of coal opera-
tion incorporations, on fife in
the County Clerk's office, re-

veals that since only the begin-
ning of 1970, at least 40 con-
cerns have been set up for the
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ED BAINES, who turned 95
was the oldest one present.
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THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION at Midway Junior College has
elected Miss Greer (seated) as its president. Miss
Greer is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Greer of Jen-
kins and a 1970 graduate of Jenkins High School. She will
serve as the main link between the and the faculty
at the college. With her (left to right) are Sharon Marsh.
Jeannie Phillips and Vickie Baumgardner. also student

general business of coal. That
compares with only about ten
such filings of incorporation in
all of 1968 and 1969.
The jump in new companies

coincides with the real begin-
ning of the county's strip-mini- ng

boom. While underground
mind overall
mining employment fal-
len in the last couple of years,
strip yield has risen sharply.
Most of the firms listed below
do not specify the kind of

done. However, most
also are small capital opera-
tions, the kind that
possibly open up a deep-mi- ne
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students

mi-
ning

couldn't

under today's costs. Strip-mini- ng

requires relatively
small Investment, an end-load- er,

a couple of bulldozers,
a few other pieces of equipment
and just a few men to operate
things.

Laws of incorporation require
the company to state its purpose.
Most of the companies listed
below followed a more or less
form statement of purpose.
Maggie Cook Coal Company's
is typical. Its stated purpose
"shall be that of mining and
marketing coal and kindred
products, and to acquire by pur-
chase, lease or otherwise, coal

LOCAL Sunny Huston, Thurmln Hens ley
and Richard Lee performed on their guitars.

County receives
jobs allowance

Letcher County is slated to
jcelve $32, 400 under the

r.ew Public Service Employ-
ment Act, which was passed
by Congress as part of the ef-o- rt

to help fight unemploy-
ment.

Kentucky is receiving a total
)f $200 million, $3 million of
which will go to the counties
and cities. The funds are to
be used to give jobs to the
unemployed. Based on the
formula presented by the De-
partment of Labor of $5, 000
a job, it means that about
six jobs will result from mo-
ney coming to the county.

Judge Robert Collins said
yesterday that he doesn't know
yet what the county will do
with the funds, adding that
he has as yet received no of-

ficial Instructions.
The distribution of funds by

the federal government was
based on the number of un-

employed, as well as the per-
cent of unemployed in each
of the states.

Other eastern Kentucky coun-
ties receiving funds are as
follows: 'Bell, $143,400;
Breathitt, $28, 900; Clay, $36-70- 0;

Estill, $90,400; Floyd,

and mineral lands and lease-
holds and other rights and pri-

vileges necessary and incident
to carrying on the business of
mining. " Also, most of the
corporations reserve the right
to sell or lease Mai lands and
leases.
What follows is a listing of all

newly incorporated businesses
generally concerned with coal
mining. In addition to the
firm's name, the incorporators
and their addresses are listed,
as well as the number of shares
that each planned to begin

with and the value of
a single share. If it is so indi
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$79, 500; Harlan, $84, 900;
Jackson, $63, 700; Johnson,
$42,800; Knox, $46,000;
Lawrence, $28, 100; Leslie,
$36,900; Magoffin, $67,700;
Martin, $33,700; McCreary,
$33,700; Owsley, $25,100;
Perry, $41,800; Pike, $128,-50- 0;

Powell. $35,300; Pulaski,
$44, 300; and Rockcastle,
$47, 100.

Horses to be
vaccinated
The Letcher County bxten-sio- n

Service is in the process
of organizing the county for
vaccinating all horses, mules,
and ponies for Venezuelan

ac-

cording to extension agent
Jim Gambill.

Gambill said that in order
to get enough vaccine, his
agency must have a list of all
these animals, their owners,
and the communities in
which they live. The vac-
cine and service are absolute-
ly free at this time, he said.
For reporting this necessary
information, call 633-236- 2.

Records show Letcher County's growth industry
cated in tne papers of incorpora-
tion, the nature of the com-
pany's mining intentions is
stated; otherwise, the concern
is just engaged in the general
business of mining, without
specifying whether it is deep or
surface. The date when the
papers were filed with the coun-
ty is also included.

NEWLY INCORPORATED COAL
OPERATIONS 1971
Big Bear Miring Co. , Inc.
Gene Odom and Grace Lavonne,
Whitesburg; 100 shares $10;
July 28

(Continued on Page 24)

Old timers eat swap gifts and hear music at Boone Fork annual celebration in their honor
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dinner, Kitchen

OLD TIME SWAPPING DAY brinjB folks together
to sing and eat as well as swap gifts. Shown here
are members of the staff. Seated, Thelma Quillen,
standing (from left to right) Ruth Davis, Bonnie
Dempsey, Christine Gibson, Bessie Potter and
Louise HalL


